


ATTACHMENT TO NHTSA VEHICLE OWNER’S QUESTIONAIRE

Apple Valley, CA

VIN Number 4VZAT1C998C-

We took delivery of a new American Eagle 45 foot motor home on April 21, 2008. This vehicle
is designed to carry 14,600 Ib, if fully loaded this would create a very dangerous situation. If
you loaded this Motor home as it should be, the front axle would be exceeding the rating on
the front axle.

I’'m requesting that the NHTSB send out notices to owners of 2007, 2008, and some 2009
Fleetwood American Coaches , 42 ft. and 45 ft. motor homes with 14,600 front axles. These
notices should say that the affected coaches should carry minimal water, cargo and % fuel. This
notice should go out before anyone is seriously injured, or killed. There are approximately 200
to 300 affected vehicles; about 30 of these vehicles are sitting on on dealers lots, unsold. Most
of the owners are not aware they have a problem.

We understood from some owners that there was a weight problems and asked the
manufacture to weight the coach again, no people in coach, no cargo and what amount of fuel,
water, and propane was delivered with our coach.

We met with the Engineer Doug Haas (Fleetwood head engineer) who assured us there was not
a problem. While at the manufacture facility we noticed the new 2009 had larger tires and a
larger capacity axle, if we didn’t have a problem why the change?

This vehicle was designed with a front axle capacity of 14,600 Ib, if unit is ioaded with normal
full water, propane, personal cargo and people, it is impossible to keep it within the 14,600 |b.
rating, thus creating a very dangerous situation. Not only is the front axle overloaded, rims and
tire per manufacturers rating are overicaded.

April 23, 2008 Fleetwood re-weighted {See Exhibit 1)our coach at piant #44 with 1/8 fuel, %
water, 0 gray, 0 black, full propane and estimated personal cargo 700 pounds.

Front axle 13,995 7020 RF + 6975 LF
Drive axle 18,562 (Estimated)
Tag axle 9,288 (Estimated

Total Weight 41,840 pounds (Without any people included in total weight)



If | were to add 7/8" tank of fue! to full { 798 Pounds) and 60 gallons of water to full { 498 pounds) a
total increase of 1296 pounds + 41,840 for a total weight 43,136 pounds , knowing | have a problem with
overloading the front axle, | have not loaded additional personal cargo, we travel with 3/4" tank of fuel
and a ¥ tank of water.

We are in the process of changing out our front tires and rims to help compensate for some of
the weight issues.

Exhibit 2: Copy of Spartan Chassis Certification
Exhibit 3: Copy of Federal Certification Tag

Exhibit 4: Copy of Cargo Carrying Capacity Tag
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