


ATTACHMENT TO NHTSA VEHICLE OWNER’S QUESTIONNAIRE

Owner:

Los Angeles, California-

We purchased our Fleetwood American Eagle 42ft. and 11
inches motorhome November 2006. This was a hew
motorhome that had only be used for show demonstrations.
My motorhome does not carry the manufacturer’s printed
and certified CCC, and with the current designated front
axle, wheels and tires, plus braking system, our coach is a
hazard on the road. It is an extreme dangerous situation
that could lead to a fatal accident.

I request the NHTSB send out notices to owners of all 2007,
2008, and many of the 2009 Fleetwood American Coach
owners with a 42ft. and 45 ft. motorhomes with 14,600
front axles. The coaches according to Fleetwood authorities
should carry minimal water, cargo, and Y2 fuels. An official
notification needs to be sent to these owners warning them
of the unworthiness of their coach.

It is to my understanding, many of the affected coach
owners are NOT aware of this issue since Fleetwood refuses
to officially notify the owners, using bankruptcy as an
excuse. The new Fleetwood owners indicate it is not there
problem. Also, it has been suggested by Fleetwood
authorities we (motorhome owners) stop and cease any
open communications with our professional organization
American Coach Association (ACA), This organization is
supported by Fleetwood for two national meetings per year.
If we don’t cease open communication of this issue they
have threatened they will no longer contribute resources to
the national meetings. I believe this is blackmail.



Below is a summary of the problem:

The manufacturer originally weighed the coach in May 2008
at my request. The computed cargo carrying capacity (CCC)
of our motorhome is 4,092 Ibs, after factoring in full water,
propane and fuel. The Federal CCC standard considers that
308 Ibs of passenger weight is factored into the computation
of each motorhome’s available CCC; any passenger weight
in excess of 308 Ibs. is deemed part of the coach’s available
cargo. To obtain our legal cargo carrying capacity, I need to
do the following:

)Ajust our actual cargo/passenger weight of 3,065
Ibs. downward by 508 Ibs. to a revised and
comparable CCC weight of 2,587 Ibs.

)Compare our certified CCC of 4,092 ibs. to our
revised, actual weight of 2,587 which shows a
difference of 1,505 Ibs.

Our motorhome’s front axle is rated as:
» At each front tire, 7,300 Ibs.
» A total of 14,600 Ibs. on the front axle

Thus, our motorhome has reached and exceeded the front
axle rating. If we attempted to reach our certified CCC, we
far exceed the front axle rating and the result would be an
extreme overloaded front axle.

We are now required as suggested by Fleetwood authorities
to travel with 2 fuel, minimum water, and reduce the
weight as much as possible on the front axie and remain
under the 15,200 Ibs. rated axle limit.
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