


ATTACHMENT TO NHTSA VEHICLE OWNER’S QUESTIONNAIRE

Kiowa, CO

We purchased our new Fleetwood American Eagle 42-ft. motorhome on July 20, 2007 with the
following specifications:
GVWR44,6004 Gross Vehicle Weight Rating

GAWR 14,6004 Front axle
20,0004 Rear axle
10,0004 Tag axle
CCC 4,102# Cargo Carrying Capacity

Afier hearing about potential weight problems with coaches like ours we had our coach
weighed while we were at the Fleetwood facility for routine service. We now know our
motorhome front axle GAWR will be grossly exceeded if I load it to the manufactures
certified CCC (cargo carrying capacity). This presents a serious safety situation that
many owners may not be aware of.

I request that the NHTSB send out notices to owners of 2007, 2008, and some 2009 42 ft. and
45 ft. Fleetwood American Coach motorhomes built with 14,600 Ib. front axles. These notices
should state that the affected coaches should be weighed and then carry minimal water, cargo,
fuel and 120 psi. in the front tires to avoid front axle and tire overload until this problem can be
resolved.

The details for my particular coach are as follows:

On August 2, 2007 the dealer weighed our coach at delivery with fuel tank full (150 gal.),

water tank full (120 gal.), propane tank full, black and gray tanks empty, no cargo and no
people. The weight was 39,560# (see Exhibit #1)

On May 14, 2009 Fleetwood weighed the coach with fuel tank % full (112 gal.), water tank %2
full (60 gal.), propane tank full, black and gray tanks %2 full (60 gal.}, normal cargo on board
and no people. The weights were as follows (see Exhibit #2):

Front axle 15,0904

Drive axle 17,945#

Tag axle 8,875#

Total weight 41,9104

The following data are also used to calculate the final weights:

Weight of V4 tank of fuel 225#, all on front axle
Weight of 2 people normally on board 310#, all on front axle
Weight of 2 tank of water 480#, V2 on front axle & 2 on rear axles

These data confirm that the gross weight of the loaded coach is well below the GVWR of the
coach. 44,600# vs. 42,445# actual weight (41,910# + 310# for 2 people +225# to fill fuel tank).



These data also show that the cargo weight of 2,575# (41,910 + 225-39,560) is well below the
stated CCC of the coach (4,102#) (see Exhibit #3)

The front axle weight above needs to be adjusted by adding the fuel, water and people weight
to reflect the actual configuration the coach is driven in. With these adjustments the total front
axle weight is 15,865# (15,090+225+240+310).

These data also show that the weight of the front axle exceeds the GAWR by about 1,265#
(15,865 —14600).

Temporary measures can be taken until this problem is resolved. These measures can include a

combination of the following to achieve the 1265# reduction.

¢ Limiting the fuel load to a % tank. This will reduce the front axle weight about 450# since
the tank is close to the front axle.

¢ Another 480# can be reduced by carrying no water on the road.

e Removing all cargo will reduce the front axle weight by about 1288# (assumes the cargo is
located about half way between the front and rear axles).

"I'he final resolution of this problem should be to retrofit all of the affected coaches with the
16,600# front axles like Fleetwood has done for the 2009 models. Until that can be
accomplished the temporary measures should be implemented.
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