


ATTACHMENT TO NHTSA VEHICLE OWNER’S QUESTICNAIRE

Hot Springs, Arkansas
VIN Number 4VZBTI10958C

A new Fleetwood American Eagle 42 foot motorhome was purchased on December 28, 2007. The front
axle design rating of the motorhome is 14,600 pounds. It is not possible to load this motorthome without
overloading the front axle which is a very dangerous situation. The motorhome has a 5, 792 pound design
cargo carrying capacity (CCC) but with an estimated cargo of 792 pounds, the front axle is overloaded by
520 pounds.

I request that NHTSB send out notices to owners of 2007, 2008 and some 2009 Fleetwood American
Coach 42 foot and 45 foot motorhomes with 14,600 pound rated front axles. These notices should call to
the attention of the owners a serious loading issue if they load their coaches as specified in the Fleetwood
Owner’s Manual and according to the placards placed in the coach.  This notice should go out before
someone is seriously injured or killed. There are approximately 200 to 300 affected vehicles about 30 of
which are on dealers’ lots waiting to be purchased. Many of the affected owners of these vehicles do not
know they have a problem because they have not weighed their coaches.

On May 23, 2008 Fleetwood weighed (see Exhibit #1) my coach at Fleetwood plant #44 with % fuel, 2
water, 0 gray, 0 black with weights as follows:

o Front axle 14,645 pounds (7,420 + 7,225)

o Drive axle : 15,861 pounds (estimated)

o Tagaxle 7,919 pounds (estimated)

o Drve axle 23,780 pounds (drive and tag)

o Total Weight 38,425 pounds (this weight does not include any
Peopie)

On May 26, 2008, I had my coach weighed (see Exhibit #2) with full fuel, full water, 0 gray, 0 black with
weights as follows: .

o Front axie, 15,120 pounds

o Drive axle 16,133 pounds (estimated)

o Tag axie 8,066 pounds (estimated)

o Drive axle 24,200 pounds (drive and tag)

o Total Weight 39,600 pounds (this weight includes two people

with a combined weight of 285 pounds)

The estimated cargo in the coach both [ had the coach weighed is 792 pounds. This is shown on exhibit
#3. The cargo carrying capacity as shown on the placard placed in the coach by Fleetwood is 5,792
pounds. This is shown on exhibit #4. Both of these allow for 2 people having a combined weight of 308
pounds, full fuel, full fresh water and full propane.

My coach is equipped with Goodyear tires size 295/80R 22.5. These tires have a weight rating of 7,580
pounds each when inflated to 120 pounds per square inch (PSI). This gives a total weight carrying
capacity of 15, 160 pounds for the front axle for the tires. I was advised by Fleetwood to *just make sure
and keep 120 PSI in the front tires and I would be completely safe”.



My particular coach is lightly loaded. 1t is my contention that most coaches are more overloaded than my
coach at 520 pounds (15,120 actual — 14,600 design). This is especially true since the published cargo
carrying capacity is 5,792 pounds. It is not possible to load my coach to this level and be within 14, 600
pounds as listed.

Exhibit #5 is the Federal Certification Tag in my coach and Exhibit #6 is the Spartan Chasis certification
tag,
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5 5 5 8 2 '} —, ‘j The CAT Scale Company guarantees that our scales will give an accurate weight. What makes CAT SCALE
TICKET NUMBER us different from other scale companies is that we back up our guarantee with cash,® COLLECTOR
® "WEIGH WHAT WE SAY OR WE PAY"* CARD
If you get an overweight fine from the state AFTER one of our CAT Scales showed a legal weight, we will INSIDE!
immediately check our scale and we will:
(1) Reimburse you for the cost of the overweight fine if our scale is wrong, OR
(2) A representative of CAT Scale Company will appear in court WITH the driver as an expert witness if we
believe our scale was correct.
IF YOU SHOULD GET AN OVERWEIGHT FINE, YOU SHOULD DO THE FOLLOWING TO GET THE PROBLEM RESOLVED:
CERTIFIED
AUTO M ATED 1) Post bond and request a court date.
2) Call CAT Scale Company direct 24 hours a day at 1-877-CAT-SCALE (Toll Free).
TRUCK 3) IMMEDIATELY send a copy of the citation, CAT Scale Ticket, your name, company, address, and phone number to
CAT Scale Company Attn; Operations Manager.
SCALE * The four weights shown below are separate weights. The GROSS WEIGHT; the CERTIFIED WEIGHT
CAT SCALE COMPANY :
PO. BOX 630 . and was weighed on a full length platform scale.
WALCOTT, IA 52773
(563) 284-6263
www.catscale.com DATE: STEER AXLE Xaji -
: =g P OO 1 [:,
DRIVE AXLE o0 1 b
11 SCALE ;
E5CA2970 LOCATION: I:C"“ R ) TRAILERAXLE 1 S 1 2 C lb
PUBLIC WEIGHMASTERS ~ DECATUR TRAVEL FLAZA
CERTIFICATE OF HWY 27 AMD L3TH STREET +gros IGHT ~
WEIGHT & MEASURE % R AEESEERTy 3. 20 1B
AN _NRE] L1
This is to certify that the following described merchandise was weighed, counted, or measured by a
public or deputy weighmaster, and when properly signed and sealed shall be prima facia evidence of the
accuracy of the weight shown as prescribed by law.
: /
IMPRINT SEAL HERE Eror T YL E
(IF APPLICABLE) NT Axe £

MLIMBER

CUSTOMER COPY

LIVESTOGK, PRODUCE, PROPERTY. COMMODITY, OR ARTICLE WEIGHED FREIGHT 4Ll ETINDE
COMPANY TRACTOR # TRAILEF# = 0 8
WEIGHMASTER OR FULL WEIGH
FEE TICKET #
b (IF REWEIGH)

RS iy WEIGHER SIGNA
DRIVER IN TRUCK UNLESS CHECKED__ —

€ 1998 CAT Scale Company® 05/07
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5 5l [T Y 9 7 _j The CAT Scale Company guarantees that our scales will give an accurate weight. What makes CAT SCALE
TIGKET NUMBEH us different from other scale companies is that we back up our guarantee with cash.® COLLECTOR
® “WEIGH WHAT WE SAY OR WE PAY"® CARD
If you get an overweight fine from the state AFTER one of our CAT Scales showed a legal weight, we will INSIDE!
immediately check our scale and we will:
(1) Reimburse you for the cost of the overweight fine if our scale is wrong, OR
(2) A representative of CAT Scale Company will appear in court WITH the driver as an expert witness if we
believe our scale was correct.
IF YOU SHOULD GET AN OVERWEIGHT FINE, YOU SHOULD DO THE FOLLOWING TO GET THE PROBLEM RESOLVED:
CERTIFIED
1) Post bond and request a court date.
AUTOMATED 2) Call CAT Scale Company direct 24 hours a day at 1-877-CAT-SCALE (Toll Free).
TRU CK 3) IMMEDIATELY send a copy of the citation, CAT Scale Ticket, your name, company, address, and phone number to
CAT Scale Company Attn: Operations Manager.
SCALE * The four weights shown below are separate weights, The GROSS WEIGHT is the CERTIFIED WEIGHT
CAT SCALE COMPANY and was weighed on a full length platform scale.
PO. BOX 830
WALCOTT, |IA 52773
(563) 284-6263
b DATE: STEER AXLE
= A S £ OO X B
5-26—-2004
o DRVEARE ' waora Ik
1133 SCALE 1 Olat
41U
S5582972 TOGNRHONGJE S - b b 2 e = s xd TRAILER AXLE OO 1rb
PUBLIC WEIGHMASTERS ~ DECATUR TRAVEL FLAZA
CERTIFICATE OF HWY 27 AND 13TH STREET »
WEIGHT & MEASURE GROSSWEGHT ., o 1 B

DECATUR IN

IMPRINT SEAL HERE

This is to cerlify that the following described merchandise was weighed, counted, or measured by a
public or deputy weighmaster, and when properly signed and sealed shall be prima facia evidence of the

CC f the wei “ g ¥ |
) Deive + The ) |

Est. DRivE = 16,133 ( %4

n as prescribe: [

(IF APPLICABLE)
COMPANY TRACTOR# ___ TRALER®Z2C
WETIEH NUMBER WEIGHMASTER OR FULL WEIGH
S S FEE WEIGHER SIGNATURE TICKET £E L2207 0
o o Iy 1 (IF REWEIGH]

DRIVER IN TRUCK UNLESS CHECKED © 1998 CAT Scale Company® 05/07
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The CAT Scale Company guarantees that our scales will give an accurate weight. What makes
us different from other scale companies is that we back up our guarantee with cash.®

CAT SCALE

COLLECTOR
CARD
INSIDE!

"WEIGH WHAT WE SAY OR WE PAY"®
If you get an overweight fine from the state AFTER one of our CAT Scales showed a legal weight, we will
immediately check our scale and we will:
(1) Reimburse you for the cost of the overweight fine if our scale is wrong, OR
(2) A representative of CAT Scale Company will appear in court WITH the driver as an expert witness if we
believe our scale was correct.

IF YOU SHOULD GET AN OVERWEIGHT FINE, YOU SHOULD DO THE FOLLOWING TO GET THE PROBLEM RESOLVED:

AUTOM ATED 1) Post bond and request a court date.
2) Call CAT Scale Company direct 24 hours a day at 1-877-CAT-SCALE (Toll Free).
TRUCK 3) IMMEDIATELY send a copy of the citation, CAT Scale Ticket, your name, company, address, and phone number to
CAT Scale Company Altn: Operations Manager.
SCALE * The four weights shown below are separate weights, The GROSS WEIGHT is the CERTIFIED WEIGHT
CAT SCALE COMPANY .
PO. BOX 630 and was weighed on a full length platform scale. - o
WALCOTT, IA 52773
(563) 284-6263
WO CRIICHS. B DATE: STEER AXLE .
= - DN OO 1b
5-26—2008
, DRIVE AXLE o0 1. 5
3.3 SCALE Mals
4
S55482971 LOCATION: ; Lo e, TRALERAXLE < &H50OO 1 b
PUBLIC WEIGHMASTER'S ~ DECATUR TRAVEL FLAZA
CERTIFICATE OF HWY 27 AND 13TH STREET =*GR GHT
WEIGHT & MEASURE ; SR S L 00 1B
DECATUR IN
This is to certify that the following described merchandise was weighed, counted, or measured by a
public or deputy weighmaster, and when properly signed and sealgd shall be prima facj
accuracy of the weight shown as prescribed by law. (/‘
IMPRINT SEAL HERE S 9
(IF APPLICABLE) & koS
LWESTOCK, PRODUCE, PROPERTY, COMMODITY, OR ARTICLE WEIGHED FREILG AL =
COMPANY TRACTOR # TRAILEREZ0
WETRH NUMBER WEIGHMASTER OR FULL WEIGH
e gk 4 FEE WEIGHER SIGNATURE TICKET(ECA2970
— o 7O {.00 (IF REWEIGH]

DRIVER IN TRUCK UNLESS CHECKE! !!!! i
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RTIFICATION TAG

JTOR HOMES OF INDIANA POBOX 31 ; REFER TO YOUR OWNERS MANUAL BEFORE OPERATLFNG
; \» Customer Service (800)543-4277
SPARTAN CHS 425 HP
Nove7 CUMMINS 3 ity ufh
aeq 44,600 L88) ENGINE 1sL 46817217 i
- !E il : TRANS MD3000MH 6510771418
14,800 MODEL F\AXLE IFS146082-3B 983069

{; 225 X82 RIMS r M R\AXLE RS1914BNFLF275 488 NKAO7034850
KPA COLD SINGLE j VIN AUX AXLE DTSM10A1 17AUG 113875
{ PS1) 4vza1'|nosac- STR GEAR zF8008 004219
GROSS HP 425 : :
gﬁmm‘ AIMS AT RPM 2100 : il s
- KPACOLD | uAx ovwA 20231 KG/ 44600 LBS GCWR 27035 Ka/ 59600 LBS i :
{ T FAT AR 6623 X3/ 14800 LBS R/GANA HRODS e 800 LEY

DATE MFG
11/08/2007

GCWR (GROSS COMBINATION WEIGHT RATING) MEANS THE
i MAXIUUM ALLOWABLE LOADED WEIGHT OF THIS MOTORHOME
" AND ANY TONED TRAILER OR TOWED VEHIGLE.

. GONSULT DWNER MANUAL (S) FOR SPECIFIC WEIGHING
5. AND TOWING DUIDELINES INGLUDING AUXILIARY BREAX
¢ JOWED TRAILER OR TOWED VEHICLE









