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Mulkeytown couple dies in motorcycling accident
BY BECKY MALKOVICH, The Southern
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 12:30 PM CDT

FRANKLIN COUNTY — The Southern Illinois motorcycle community is reeling today from the loss o
Mary Opp of rural Mulkeytown.
The two died Tuesday night after they crashed their bikes on Illinois

14 just west of its intersection with Illinois 184, Captain Don Jones of the Franklin County Sheriff's Dep

Witnesses told deputies that both were headed westbound on Illinois 14 n a 2003 Honda an
back tire started to shake. Seconds later, he lost control of the bike and went down on the pavement. Ma:
bike, swerved to avoid the accident, lost control and also laid down her motorcycle, Jones said.

Both were pronounced dead at the scene. An investigation into the crash is continuing, Jones said.
The Opps were members of The Lord's Paheece chapter of the Christian Motorcycle Association, chapte
Carsuso happened to come upon the site of the crashes Tuesday about a half-hour after they occurred.

"I was shocked, just in disbelief that it was them," he said."When you think of lovely people — physical
and Mary. They were lovely — warm, friendly, joyful, caring, giving. Just lovely people."

Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. Friday at Gilbert Funeral Home in Christopher. A visitation is planne
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NARRATIVE (Refer to vehicle by Unit No.} . .
At 5:48pm FCSD received multiple 911 calls of two motorcycles involved in a crash resulting in major
| injury. R/O responded to 1763 State Highway 14 ( Mulkeytown FS entrance) arriving at 6:04pm. R/O
. observed a black Honda motorcycle in the middie of Rte 14 west of the RR tracks. A male subject,
identified asd was laying on the north side of Rte 14 adjacent to the culverton the east side
|_of the entrance to the FS plant. Mercy Regionai personnel were working on but confirmed that he
was deceased at that time. Several hundred feet to the west o location was a second
|_Yamaha motorcycle. This bike was in the ditch also north side of Rie 14, identified as IR
Il a5 lying adjacent to the totaled motorcycle also in a SW direction. ﬁwa‘s being attended to
-by Personnel from the Pickneyville ambulance. These personnel after approx 10 minutes-confirmed that
was deceased. S

State Re constructionist Robert Ventura responded to the scene. Scene was photogra‘pried and
—measurements taken. (for detailed narrative see Crash Re constructionist Ventura's report) -

—Miller's Towing responded to scene at family's request. o
—R/O spoke with witness was behind th on his own' 'mo't'orcycle.
*aid when th crested the hill east of the FS plant they accelerated = = -
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