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October 15,2012

US Department of Transportation

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Office of Defect Investigation (Room NVS-210)
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

West Building

‘Washington, DC 20590

Re: Tire deflation while driving on freeway due to apparently defective tire valve stem

To the Administrators:

Incident occurred 8/10/2012 on Highway 33 while I was driving north from Ventura, California
toward Ojai. After I realized the tire was flat, I pulled off to the side of the freeway. Rear tire
was badly split. I could not imagine how such damage could have occurred. AAA was called
and replaced the tire with the spare. Subsequently, on visit to Big Brand Tire & Service, Ventura
CA, for replacement of both rear tires, I was told that the splits were due to heat buildup due to
driving on the tire before I pulled to the side and that the deflation was due to a cracked valve
stem.

Other than some sort of defect in the stem, I do not know how the stem could have come to be
cracked. For example, I know of no mishandling of the stem nor of the stem having been hit in
any way. -
The valve stem had been purchased and installed at the same Big Brand Tire store on 5/12/2009.
[ was told at that time that the manufacturer was Dill ACP but sample box from which valves
came showed "ARGO TR 413". I have subsequently learned that Argo is a Chinese
manufacturer that was exporting parts into this country at that time and that it is apparently
entirely unrelated to Dill ACP. So the best information I have is that Argo and not Dill ACP is

the manufacturer.

This is the second time that I have experienced a tire deflation due to an apparently defective
valve stem. The first incident occurred in March of 2009 while the car was in the carport. It
was reported to NHTSA (ODI ID #10264688) and was the reason for eventually obtaining an
entire set of new valves at Big Brand.

Details are as follows:

-Two new BF Goodrich tires installed at Sears Auto Center 7/17/2007 along with valve stems
-Complete deflation of one of these tires, noticed while car parked in carport, 3/22/2009.

-Tire repaired at Tire Man, Oak View CA, 3/23/2009 and I was told at that time that cause of the
deflation was a cracked valve stem.
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