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Accident summary of 4/5/08 _

I was traveling along highway I-81 in Virginia on 4/5/08, when it started to mist. I reduced my speed
because of weather conditions and proceeded cautiously since I had some personal goods in the car along
with my pets in cages. All items were secure, all mirrors were clear and unobstructed. Icame up behind
a very old truck towing a small older make sedan (approx. 6PM) and decided to make my way around
this vehicle as I was unsure as to the integrity of the hitch or the ability of this older vehicle to tow on a
major highway. I slowly maneuvered into the high speed lane and realized I would have to exceed the
speed limit in order to pass these vehicles, so I slowly progressed at my maintained speed, ranging
around 55-58 mph. As I came alongside the truck and towed vehicle, I made a last check in the mirrors
to make sure I had enough distance on the right side in case the towed vehicle fish-tailed. Within
seconds, I heard two or more episodes of crashing metal, along with strong impact, which caused me to
careen towards the median. I carefully maneuvered the car so as not to cross the opposite side of the
roadway: I figured the grass and mud from the misting rain would eventually halt the vehicle and prevent
harm to others. I thought I was going to die, and also kill my pets, from this impact, not knowing if the
vehicle would ever stop.

I was dazed and hurt; I felt immediate pain in my lower back and right leg, although I am not certain
whether or not the knee made impact with anything as I was traumatized about the events that transpired.
My overwhelming fear was that others may have been injured.

One young man ran across the roadway to check on me to see if I was injured. Ikept asking if anyone
else was injured and continued to inquire as to their condition. This guy stated that “we” had crashed
and that he was all right. Someone called for assistance . EMS arrived on the scene and later a state
trooper. In the meantime this same young guy had crossed back across the lanes of traffic to talk to others
and came back again.

This guy|jjjijj stated he was involved in the accident and added that he was not claiming anything as
his vehicle was very old “there’s no real damage, it‘s an old truck.” He made mention of his “wife” at
one point in the conversation and I immediately ascertained if she was alright. He reiterated that they
were both all right. When EMS inquired as to their status, this guy refused any care on site and refused *
to be taken to the hospital, once again stating he and his wife were not injured. EMS asked more than
once if these individuals required care or follow-up. Each time this guy said he and his wife were all
right. The guy immediately left the scene afterwards with his “wife” to attend to the truck and towed
vehicle.

A state trooper later appeared on the scene. Unbeknownst to me the state trooper took all of the keys
from the car, including 2 car keys, 2 car remotes, house keys, post office box keys, storage locker keys,
and lock box keys. Only 1 car key was given to the tow truck driver who removed the vehicle from the
scene after animal control removed my pets.

The state trooper (Atwell) came to the hospital, took personal information from me, and stated that a
witness following the towed vehicle stated that I had veered into these vehicles. No where is the name of
the witness revealed nor did I see any additional parties at the scene providing any information.

Trooper Atwell issued a citation to me which stated I was speeding and driving recklessly. He stated
under the circumstances, he had to charge me with something despite my pleas that I was not speeding,
driving recklessly, or doing anything else to cause an accident.. At no time did I feel any shift or drifting
of my vehicle, I cannot even explain how the accident happened unless it was the wind or some other
circumstance that drew me over (if I did, in fact, veer over). Perhaps the towed vehicle hit me first. 1



was fully alert and had clear visibility so I am at a loss as to the cause. The mile marker was not
annotated on any of the documents either.

The trooper left with my driver’s license and later returned with it, stating that he was driving another
cruiser and did not know where everything was. I had to ask who towed my vehicle and where it was
located. He gave me the name and number for the tower but did not know where the vehicle had been
taken. Ihad to also ask about my pets where I was informed animal control took them; I was absolutely
overwhelmed because I did not know if I would ever get my pets back. The state trooper mentioned he
needed to return my keys but left with them. I never saw him again. Despite numerous calls to the state
trooper barracks, there was no dispatcher to speak to, only a recording. 1 left several recordings over the

next week regarding my missing keys.

I called and received information from the sheriffs’ department animal control center . Mr. Hinchey
stated all pets were accounted for, in good shape, and being housed at the animal control facility. Officer
Hinchey stated the facility would be closed until Monday but left the facilities number and his number so
I could reach him if I was able to go home before Monday.

I was left abandoned at the hospital with no where to go to and with no one to pick me up. I was told that
the hospital worked with a nearby motel that could house me until I could get transportation to Tennessee
and get my pets back, yet, I was not informed about any available transportation. I was advised by one
staff member to call the tow company to ascertain the status of my vehicle and to see if they could give
me aride. I was finally able to get a call through to the tower, his wife graciously offered to pick me up
at the hospital after her husband informed me that the fender was removed from the right wheel and he
deemed the vehicle driveable. I was taken to my car, paid $100 towing fee and was directed to a motel.
The tower’s wife had acquaintances that worked there and would give me a discounted rate.

I called animal control numerous times the next day to retrieve my pets; I also made numerous calls to
the state trooper dispatcher to track down trooper Atwell to get all of my keys back. The tower’s wife,
Mrs. Callahan, called to inquire about how I was doing. I told her the problems I was experiencing and
she was instrumental in making calls for me. We got a hold of Officer Hinchey and I was able to arrange
a time and place to retrieve my pets. None of us ever got a hold of trooper Atwell and were only able to
leave a message on the recorder.

Sunday afternoon I got my pets. Officer Hinchey brought them to the hotel where I was staying. We had
a lengthy conversation about the accident. He stated that I-81 was basically a 1960°s road trying to
handle 2008 traffic and was totally ineffective. He added also that there had been numerous fatal and
near fatal accidents in that area with a tractor trailer that overturned just a few days before- “completely
upside down”.

Repeated calls throughout the week finally got a message through to trooper Atwell. He returned my
call, I told him how difficult it bad been to be without keys that I needed and that the remaining 1car key
I got from the tower was not opening all of the car doors, since most were operated with the remote
control and I could not get some of the door controls to function. He only said he’d get the keys to me. 1
asked if he was going to waste time sending it through the regular postal service. All he said was that I
was going to get them. Idid not get my keys until the 11 of April, severely inconveniencing me.

At no time did I lose control of my vehicle, I did not feel the vehicle or the internal load shift. I think that
this other party may have hit me and that the following “witness” may have been one of his friends
trailing them to offer assistance as needed.
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2007 93222 KIiA RONDO LX VELVET BLUE/BEIGE MDO22 M

WIN KELLY KIA
MODEL YEAR  MODEL MODEL DESCRIPTION EXTERIOR/INTERIOR COLOR 12431 Auto Drive

Clarksville MD 21029
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STANDARD FEATURES

ADDITIONAL INSTALLED EQUIPMENT:

4 Cyl Engine (In addition to or in place of standard features)
atic Transmission Convenience Package
Pherson Strut Front/Multi-Link Rear Suspensiof * Cruise Control ,
rer Rack and Pinion Steering * Remote Keyless Entry w/Alarm
P205/60R16 Tires/Alloy Wheels Carpeted Floor Mats

SAFETY

—-wheel Disc Brakes w/ABS & EBD
Electronic Stability Control (ESC)

Dual Front Advanced Airbags

Front Seat Mounted Side Airbags
Full-Length Side Curtain Airbags

. Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS)

o 0
M/FM/CD Au - l
Conditionin o

ap and Dome Lights
lat Woven Seat Trim .
Multiple Cupholders, and In-Door Bottle Holders MSRP INCLUDING OPTIONS
Center Console w/ Armrest/Storage Compartment
Variable Int. Front Wipers/Rear Wiper (1-speed)
{SXTfERIOR

oof Rails with Body-Color Base Stanchions
~Body Color Door Handles, Mirrors, B/S Moldings INLAND FREIGHT AND HANDLING
daRkkmnt Briiatey Gile S tasthese ;
10 YEARS/100,000 MILES
LIMITED POWERTRAIN WARRANTY
B YEARS/60,000 MILES
24-HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

Manufacturer’s suggested retail price includes manufacturer's recommende
License and tile fees, state and local taxes and other dealer inst:
and accessories are not included in the manufacturer's suggestec

~ompare this vehicle to others in the FREE FUEL ECONOMY GUIDE available at the dealer.
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