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The Privacy Act of 1974-Public Law 93-579 This information is requested pursuant to authority vested in the National Highway Traffic Safety Act and subsequent

amendments. You are under no obligation to respond this questionnaire. Your response may be used to assist the NHTSA in determining whether a Manufacturer
should take appropriate action to correct a safety defect. If the NHTSA

proceeds with administrative enforcement or litigation against a manufacturer, your response,
or a statistical suinmary thereof, may be used in support of the agency's action.
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Ford will pay for cracked intake manifolds

DETROIT (AP) — Ford (F) has agreed to a seftlement that
requires the automaker to pay at least $735 each to car
éwners who had to replace an intake manifold, attorneys for
the plaintiffs said Friday.

Advertisement

Ford also is extending warranty coverage on the nylon composite part to seven years to
cover vehicle owners who haven't yet replaced the manifold. The class-action lawsuit
covered 1.8 million vehicle owners, according to Morrow Cater, a spokeswoman for the
plaintiffs.

A spokeswoman for the automaker, Kathleen Vokes, said Ford doesn't know how much
the settlement will cost because it's unclear how many people will seek reimbursement.

An intake manifold is a pipe that supplies a mixture of fuel and air to the engine's
cylinders. Vehicles included in the settlement are the Ford Crown Victoria, Mercury
Grand Marquis and Lincoln Town Car from the 1996-2001 model years; 1997 Mercury
Cougar, Ford Thunderbird and Ford Mustang; some Mustangs from 1998-2001; some
Ford Explorers from 2002. .
Plaintiffs claimed the intake manifolds are prone to premature cracking, which could lead ‘l_j.l IVErSItY of
to coolant leakage and expensive damage to the engine.

"Until this seftlement, those who owned or leased these cars had to bear the brunt of the
manufacturer's mistake," Mike Ram, one of the plaintiffs attorneys, said.

"Although we believe the class action was without merit, we are pleased that we were
able to negotiate a settlement that will provide additional value to our customers,” Ford's
Vokes said.

Owners who replaced their intake manifolds within the first seven years.of ownership can
take the vehicles to a dealer and obtain reimbursement whether or not they have a
receipt. The vehicle must be brought to a dealer by March 16.

Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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