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CONGRESSMAN PETE OLSON

17225 El Camino Real, Suite 447 1650 Highway 6, Suite 150
Houston, Texas 77058 Sugar Land, Texas 77478
Phone 281-486-1095 Phone 281-494-2690

Fax 281-486-1479 Fax 281-494-2649 -

In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 ], _ive my personal

authorization to Congressman Olson, and /or his staff assistant, designated by him, to
make a proper inquiry on my behalf concerning the following
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Please explain what action you have taken to resolve your problem and any response you
Emn

have received from any other agency.
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Missouri City, Texas
July 22, 2010

Congressman Pete Olson
514 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Toyota Unintended Acceration problem

Dear Congressmann QOlson,

DOT NHTSA has been blaming the driver for any accident they can not find a reason for, for over 20 years. If
no solution to a problem is found, they contract a study to support a new distracted driver law. Therefare we
have many "Distracted Driver” laws and the accidents keep happening since the root cause was never
correctly determined. The Toyota unintended acceleration issue is just another repeat of NHTSA failure to
determine the root cause of the problem, and place the blame on the driver,

For instance, it is easy t0 do a study and prove there are idiot drivers. One such activity is attacking cell
phone use by drivers. This has logical rational and public support. But a study the Highway Loss Institue, an
industry group, earlier this years shows that states with cell phone laws have no statistically different
accident rates than states without such laws. Therefore while NHTSA can spend money on campaigns to
secure public support, it does not address the real problem causing a significant number of accidents and the
camage on the streets goes on.

My summary of the Toyota unintended acceleration problem -

Nov 2008 - Toyota / NHTSA announced recall for floor mats to solve unintended acceleration problem
Recall campaign cost Toyota millions of dollars
Did not solve the acceleration problem

Jan 2010 - Toyota / NHTSA announced recall for sticky accelerator pedals to solve acceleration problem
Recall campaign cost Toyota 100s million dolflars
Did not soive the acceleratk.)n‘ problem

March / April 2010 - Multiple Congressional hearings to verbally abuse Toyota for not acting quicker
on two recalis that do not solve the problem. Toyota fined millions.

March 2010 on - Exponent contracted by Toyota to review sudden acceleration including ETC with open
budget.

NHTSA contracts the National Academy of Science to help solve the problem.
NHTSA confracts a team from NASA to review the acceleration problem.

All the experts and a ton of money spent and the conclusion is - it is the drivers faultll Againt



The Wall street Journal article - Early Tests Pin Toyota Accidents on Drivers accurately details multiple
accident reports which the driver claims their foot was on the brake and black box data that says that the foot
was on the accelerator.

Who does the public side with - let me guess - it is not with the potentially crazy driver.

The truth is that both statements are correct - The problem is the sequence of events is not correctly put
together because of personal bias and our individual history and experiences.

NHTSA has blamed the driver for misapplication of the foot on the accelerator / leaving Toyota with no
problem to solve other than better human proofing the new generation of cars.

The actual problem is the ABS Brakes failed. | have experienced this in two cars and am lucky to still be
alive. When | put my foot on the brake, the pedal went to the floor and | had no control of stopping the car.
The interesting thing about this problem is when [ drove the first car out of the intersection, the brakes
worked perfectly from then on. The challenge of finding an intermitant error like this is beyond the capabilities
of NHTSA. This type of problem is not comprehendable by most citizens.

But the Toyota problem is acceleration,

The brake pedal normally stops about half way to the floor no matter how hard you push. When the pedal
goes to the floor, the driver's brain knows he has his foot on the brake, what he does not realize is the foot
may also be over the accelerator pedal. As the brake is pushed to the floor, the accelerator is pushed to the
floor. The driver does not understand his foot is over the accelerator, but the car starts speeding up, which
the drive knows his foot is on the brake and pushes harder, which causes the car to rapidly accelerate.
Therefore sudden unintended acceleration,

It took me a long time to figure this out and was initially reported to NHTSA in December 2006.

If 1 am right and the ABS Brakes are defectwe and | become more convinced every day, it explains / predicts
the following.

A) Replacing floor mats will not solve problem - already proven

B) Recall for sticky accelerator pedal will not solve the problem - alfeady proven

C) Toyota cars not recalled can exhibft the sudden acceleration problem - already proven

D)} Exponents test of the ETC is not gding to find any problem.

E) National Academy of Science / NASA team will not find ETC or EM waves causing acceleration problem

F)*** News Alert *** Other makes of cars will exhibit sudden acceleration since ABS Brakes are made by
third parties

G) The advice by Toyota to stop a run away car is WRONG. The failure of the brakés is what caused the
problem - putting both feet on the brakes and applying pressure "because the brakes always override the
engineg” Is bad advice.

H) Thousands of people have been abused and sent to jail by our "justice system" for the crime of driving a
defective car which injured or killed other people in an accident.

thave tried many times over the last few years to send my inputs into various organizations but have never
been contacted for what | can add to solving this problem which has eluded a solution for decades.

- Respectively submitted,




Millings, Bernadette (NHTSA)

From: Kirinich, Susan (NHTSA)

Sent: Tuesday, August 31, 2010 10:26 AM
To: Millings, Bernadette (NHTSA)
Subject: FW: Congressional Inquiry
Attachments: _

Hi Bernie,

How do we get this logged into the ccmMercury database? Chan asked me to write a reply for his signature, which |
have done, but we should also add it to the system.

Susan

From: Lieu, Chan (NHTSA)

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2010 11:43 AM
To: Kirinich, Susan (NHTSA)

Subject: Fw: Congressional Inquiry

Can you confirm that we've received this lefter?

From: Linnell, Shane <Shane.Linnell@mail.house.gov>
To: Lieu, Chan {(NHTSA)

Sent: Tue Aug 24 11:41:43 2010

Subject: Congressional Inquiry

Mr. Lieu;

On the 22™ of July of this year one of our constituents, _ requested this office send correspondence to
your agency pertaining to the recent Toyota recall. As outlined in the original communication no action is requested
from this office to be taken on MM correspondence, but | am requesting a response stating that N
information was received by your agency. As 1 am sure your office receives correspondence of this type on a regular
basis, | have provided a copy of [ llinformation with this email. if you have any questlons please feel free to
contact me at the number listed below. . :

Thank you.

Shane Linnell

Casework Specialist

Congressman

US Representative Pete Olson TX-22
1650 Highway 6, Suite 150

Sugar Land, Texas 77478

OfTice: (281) 494-2690

Fax: (281) 494-2949

Shane.Linnell (@mail.house.gov

www.olson.house.gov

Clear Lake Office
17225 El Camino Real, Suite 447
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Houston, Texas 77058
Office; (281) 486-1095
Fax: (281) 486-1479





