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To Whom It May Coneam:

| am writing % raisa a patential sefety concern regarding the 2007 Laxue GS450h {hybrid), which
| purchased in February of 2007. Whan driving the 5450, | axparisnce a varigly of neuralogical
symptomss that prohlblt ms from driving the car Jor mora than 20 minutes or 8o st a time. Thasse
symptoms include tingling ;'nd.*u_r‘ numbness on the right side of my body, whith can develop
cancurrenily in my amm, #oct, d&g, andfor head and can continue for upg to an hour after lsaving the
vehicle. More racemtly, these .semsations can ba anmrnpumud by numhbness on the right sida of
my face and lightheadadness. | have. stopped driving the car almesat entirely, driving anly vary
shart distances every two weeks $0 the hybrid system's “traction” battery wil stay charged.

| hava worked with the Lexus dealer ¥ rule out engonomic causes, or poseible defects unique &
my ¢ar. Extanded test drives of a GS430 {non-hybrid, no symptoma) and another G S450h
{dentical hybrid, dentical symptomna) have eminated both of thase possibiltes. Ajthough the car
hes baen back to ths dealer numerous times, no attempt has heen made io fix the car, aa na
determination can be made that there is anything malfunctioning.

EIImIpaﬂﬁg a-'gnqunmic:s. defects or cther technical malfunctions, | have to spaculate tha

2omethig in the daeign of the 450h's hybrid system slectranics—the mator, inverter, -
raganerét'rm breaking system-—might ba the cause. As the only rear-whesl-drive hwbrd in

prnduntnm thie caw’s dumgn iz unique among hybrid vehigles. The GS450h's eleclric molor and
Wmmmmﬂmmmm B8 joca ayt fo ihe '




motors end ganerators, including the Camry, Prius, and Lexus RX400h are al located well In front
of the driver In the engine comparimont.)

My own messurements, made with a simple handheld digital Gauss mater, Indicated high levels
of alectro-magnetic field radiation {(EMF) in proximity to the driver, emanating from the motor
andfor generator. Subsequantly, an angineering Am spacializing in EMF masaurement and
shlekling conducted a 33-minute siudy of EMF emissions In the front seat area in both stop and
go and highway ¢onditions. Thelr Instruments measuned a sustained EMF fiold strength of
betwaan 30mG and 100mG, with sustained measurements of 100mE in the area of the driver's
and front passanger’s legs. Thess findings should confirm, st the very least, the neeg far further
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| understand that there may be lack of scientific congengus (gt least In tha US) about the sffects
of EMF cn health. However, many studies have been conducted comelating EMF with health
riskg, Including California's 2003 mata-analysis, which concluded that, “To one degnse or anoifer,
&l of the DHS sciantisis are inciined to believe that EMFs can cause some degroe of increasad
risk of chidhood leukemia, adist brain cancer, Low Gahng's Dissase, and miscartage.* Further,
tha EPA, in its 1990 EMF report, advocates for a pesition of "prudent avoidanca™ 9 EMF radlation
ENPOBLLE.

| cannot say conclusively that EMF from the eleciric motor or some other part of the hybrid
system |2 ihe cause of my neurclogical symptoms, but at this time / can find no cther potential
explanation, a3 ihey only occur when | drive my GS450h. To date, Lexus has not engaged in any
sarious technical examination of the vehicle; thelr posifion la that there Is nothing they can do
since |hey cannot "duplicats the condition.” (Meaning that thelr regions| technlelan and focsl
service staff do not experiance any of the symptoms | descrived above whia driving the vohicle.}

Despibe the fact that EMF emissions are not regulated In consumer products, shouldn't a
manufacturar bear some responeblity for providing 8 reasonable standard for “prudent
avoldance” of EMF? Since the driver hae no option ta distance himself from the sourca, it must be
the manufacturers responsiblitty to mitigata axposure by placing the radiation sourca (motor and
generator} at a reagonable distance from the driver, ar by proparly shielding the: drivar from tha
radiation source? H seems that nalther was done in the cass of the design of the GS450h, To
achiave balanced weight disiribution and better handiing and performance the motar and
generater were placed centrally, In close proximity driver and front ssat passenger.



Despha the inconvenlence, discomfort and the lack of reaponse from Laxus, | have no plans to

- bring legal action of any kind. However, &s A matter of conecience, | cannot end will not salf this
car hefore | heva done el that | carn to ansure that this vehicla ix not a danger io ofhvers because
of high levels of EMF. Any inkwmation or assistance you can provide would be greatly

appreciated.

Thank you In mma for your ime and atbestion.




