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NOTICE OF SAFETY DEFECT
BLOWOUTS/RUBBER VALVE-STEM CUTS/SEARP EDGES OF WHEEL COVERS

(Gentlemen:

We own & 1996 Roadtrek 210 Popular, on 2 1995 Chevy 30 Van extended chassis, VIN
#16BGG39K A detiveres to ue new, November 26, 1995, by Irvine RV, Irvine,
California. We have accomnlated 122,100 miles. :

We have used only the recommended, original and aew Michelin tircs | N
mounted on factory steel wheels, and kept at the factory recommended pressares,

I have had tire failure peoblems at the loft rear wheel. (The problem not caused by 00
muchweiglﬂunhuthmﬁun.fmﬁmwhnlinmlmkfnmﬂmm)

{l)ﬂnnmmhuriﬂ,ﬂ]ﬂllhldacmuphicmwmtmlhoﬂgimlmﬁ_

Michelin tires on the left rear wheel while traveling atlegal high speed on E-10
wost of Phocaix, Arizons, near Tonapoh. At the time, I thonght the tire failed,
blaming myself for speed, age, heat, and mileage on the tire. The catastrophic
explosion tore off the muffier, the tail pipe, and feader/fender skirt, doing
$1,000.00 in damages. [ was locky not to have loat conirel, rolied over, or
collided with ancther vehicle or big rig. 1 purchased 5 new tires and high pressure
rubber valve stems January 9, 2002 at my Michelin dealer in Saata Monica,
California, at 70,000 miles. 1inspect my tires frequently, and rotate all 3 every

: 12,000 miles in the factory manwal rotation pattern. 1 do not rotate wheel covers.
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a}ﬂnﬂmamberm,m&uhﬁmmhbeﬂﬂveﬂemcxplodedaﬂeﬂheﬂuw
tire™ was aired up to the recommead E0psi at the Panther Junction Chevron
Station, ip Big Bend National Park. The tire went flat instantly. 1 was gratefnl
the failure occurred on the station tarmac, as there I3 no other service for hundreds
of miles around. One new rubber high pressure valve stem was installed. The
alert attendant noted sharp edges on the wheel cover hole where the valve siem
sliukuﬂ:mugh.andh:pnhenv}'mhherhm,ahmlmimh!ung.much
valve stem where they protrude through the wheel covers. The same wheel cover
went hack on the right rear tire/wheel. This second failure occarred at

y 90,000 miles, and on my second set of 5 tires/valve stems.

(B]OnSnndaj,Apﬂlil.Mafmrlundthhaﬂu,m“ponmmm“m
mykmdﬂk!lﬂ?opuhr,lnoﬁmdthnleﬂmﬁmlmkud“lnw." 1 went across
the strect to Freeway Chevrolet, 1154 N. 54* Stroct, Chendler, AZ 85226, where
ﬂ:eSerﬁcaManagerdimdaummmw“ﬂrup“ﬂuﬁmmwmmnﬁm
desler, a= it appearcd I might have a slow leak requiring tire repajr, not a service
provided by the Chevrolet dealer. As the attendant began adding air, be
exclaimed, "here is the problem — the valve stem!™ Air begaa jetting out of the
side of the valve stem and the tire went flat. A second attendant cxamined the
wheel cover, and said, “here is the problem — the sharp edges are cutiing the
stem!” Apparemtly the rubber hose was adding litle protection. He bent and
rounded off the sharp edge on the one left roar wheel cover. They installed an
automobile (low pressure) rubber valve stem, and gracicusly sent me on my way
without charge. This incident ocensred at approximately 121,000 miles.

Innwheliﬂﬂaﬂm]rluﬂmﬁmﬁilmmeonlyﬁmfﬂilmlhavehad,wmmused
byﬁanmnhnpedgummoﬂhnfmﬂryhﬂﬂedﬂat—fuﬂ—whulmvmﬂﬂm
with my Chevy Van. Thewaﬂh:ruhbu'highmlre(nutauwmubﬂe}nlwm
Tailed, Mdedy.mmmmdeﬂaﬁmmdslwly,aﬂmﬁngforlnwprmhigh-
speedﬁmfaﬂnre,iudsmemheﬁeuﬂutdnpnﬂicndﬁyisinjeowdyﬁnmpouiﬂe
chiﬁnﬂruﬁllmmmﬂbyﬂumbbuuhuMmbﬁuMmﬂbﬁngm
mdmagadmhowbythemmgewfﬂmhuluinﬂwm]whudmm Since 1
rotate the tires it is not the ane wheel cuiting the velves. The only thing constant at the
left rear wheel location has been the sams wheel cover 2s the likely cause of the valve

. DnMayﬂ,M,whilemmhingfmudiffmtstylemplmntwhnﬂmmmy
MMHMM,MGEMWMW&MMIM
my atyle of flat foll wheel cover in the computer inventory, indicating perhaps the
problem is now known, and the wheel cover no longer aveilable.

On May 22, 2006 I replaced all 5 of my rubber Light Truck valve stems with 120pai brass
valve stems stil] having a rubber base. Now 1.am shopping for 5 acw Michelin tires, and
hope to find the completely metal brass or stainless sieel bolt-in vaive stems.

However, it seems local tiro dealers prefec the quick to install pop-in valve stems, The
tire dealers advise being aware of the metal bolt-in variety. Tire shopa contend they are




not necessary for most wheels or situstions. Finding metal bolt-in stems is a problem.
Smdmmmmmmvﬂwmwmmmpﬁbhmmﬂmm

gasket.

Iuﬂmyupeﬁmnfﬂownuﬁ,mhbervﬂwmmfuﬂwhdmmedgﬂ,m
rmrnﬂnnﬁmfmwMﬂaCﬁMisdeﬂMdWaﬁmwhmﬂitmymm
amcng yourselves

People could be killed and 0o one knowing the reason why. Of comrse, from a certain
view, that may be the best poasible result. I think not. 1hope you agree it may be a
pmhhmmdﬂmtrmhkcmcmﬁmhimesﬁgﬂnmdmwtﬂm:iﬂnﬂmiﬁtis
identifiable as the problem, and to alert other consmmers who might aced notice.

Photo of the full wheel cover stylc attached.

Also attached is my lettar of June 10, 2002 to Home & Park Motorhomes, manufacturer
of the Roadirek, conceming another Potential Safety Defect, the fael line and hot wire
mﬁngmgeﬁerﬁmghmmhdehﬁembmﬂw,mmﬂﬁmmdm
wire both robbed through by road vibration resuiting in electrical sparking and potential
for fire/explosion.

Yours tmly,
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June 10, 2002

Home & Park Motorhomes

100 Shirley Avenue,

Kitchener, Ontario, Canada N2B2E1

POTENTIAL FOR FIRE OR EXPLOSION WARNING AND ALERT
Gentlemen:

We own a 1996 Roadtrek 210 Popular, on a Chervolet chasis, with Onan Microlite
remote-start (2.8W) generator, purchased new from Irvine R.V., Irvine, California,
November, 1995, and have accumulated 76,000 miles. We have less than 50 hours on our
generator, which came new with the vehicle. Recently, after washing and cleaning the
vehicle, | opened the Generator access panel, and while dusting the accessible areas with a
cloth, | heard a snapping noise from the left or forward comer of the box enclosure. The
generator was not running. | pulled the 12 Volt starter cable a few inches out, and rotated
it 180 degrees for inspection, and discovered the insulation on the backslde of the starter
cable gone. Apparently relentless road vibration over the years had womn off the insulation,
The 12 Volt hot wire was exposed, and sparking on insulation material, screw heads, ot any
gound it could find. | was alarmed to see the rubber fuel supply ine to the generator ran
parsliel to the hot wire. The fue! line was also rubbed fiat on one side. 1 replaced the fuel
line, and used black-plastic electrician tape to seal the starter cable. We call this to your
attention because it seems to us a cause for concern over whether this conditon may exist
on other Roadtreks, and might have potential for fires or expiosions. Photo enclosed.

Sincerely,

Calabasas, Californi IR T

Copy to:
Roadtrek Intemational Chapter, Roadtrek News Editor

Neenah, i N




