Denc I

Each manufacturer designs its vehicles so the air bags will deploy if the severity of a cragh exceeds o
cartain threshold However, there is no Federal reqnirement establishing 2 particular fhreshald. Moaet
manofactrers design their air bags to deploy when the crash zeverity is in the renge of an § io 14 mph
crash into a fixed eolid barrier. This severity is about the same a5 a cresh into moether vabicle of aquivalent
weight at 16 to 28 mph. In lower gpead crashes, sehers the air bag doee not deploy, ooccupant protection is
provided by the design of the interior surfaces in the vehicls, 2z well ae by the safety belte provided at each
scating position.

A number of feactors, cther than crash severity, van affiect whether an air bag will deploy in 8 given crash;
<.g.. the angle of impact, the speed of the other vehicle, and the amount of force abrorbed by the other
vehicle or object that is impacted. Only an expert in crash reconstruciion can provide en educaied opinion
as to whetber the zir bag in & vehicle should have deplayed in a apecific crash.

From: Test, Crash <NHTSA> "
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2006 1:15 PM

To! Jimenez, Albetto <NHTSA>

Subject: BRE ; Alr bag depliyment speads

Hello Alberio,

Could you pleasa help answar thls consumer's emait question at your earliest conveniance?

Thank you vary much,
Dameka America

I was involved in a car accident. I drive a 2001 ford f=160 supercrew.
T was traveling 30 miles an hour whan T resr-snded ancther vehicle. My
air bags did not deploy. I would like to know why I have sirbags if in
an aceident at thls speed and area of my wehilcle they were not -
deployed, T was wearing my seatkelt, My questicn is at what spaed
should the airbkag deploy,




