Q

115, Department 400 Severilh Street, S.W.

of Tearepartation Waahington, D.C_ 50590
Nalonal Highwuoy
Trafifc Solety _ .
Adminisiration SUN -1 7006
S NVe-216
Ref No.: 10157387
 Fresh Msadows, NY ]
Dea

As discusged in our telephone conversation, enclogsd iz & eopy of your report that you suhmittad ia tha National
Highway Traffic Safefy Administration’s {NHTSA) Vehicls Safety Hotline, Wanpuluglmﬁ:rthemmaddmamgm

repot.

MITSA is the Federal agency responsitle ﬁ}rimmmfingmfetrmlmﬂaﬁun'ahighwnys. W ane authorized to aider
menuifacturera to recall and repair vehicles or itema of motor vehicle equipment whea our investigations indicate that they
contain serious safety defiscts in their design, conatmection, or performance. We also monitor the adequacy of
wamufactorers' recall campaigns. In order for the agency to initiate an investigation, we look carefully st the body of
consumer complaints and other available data to datarming whether a defect may exist. Wummutmonimlmed
probleins o resolve disputes between individusl owners, desiers, or mamifachurers.

We have reviewed our datzhase in an effort to identify whether a safety defect trend existr with regard to gir bag
system not deploying during a cragh thet Tnvolved the 2000 BMW 3231 vehicles. At this thme, thare is insnfficient
evidence to warrant opaning g safity defect investigation. The information you provided hes been entered into gur
database, 1t will be considered with other reporta io identify any eafity defoct trends that may require our attention.

Additicnally, each manufactrer desipng ite vehicEss so the air bags will deploy if the severity of & crash exceeda
certain threshold, Howewer, there is no Federal requirement eatablishing a particotar threshold. Moet mamifacturers
design their air bags to deploy when the crash severity ia in the cengs of an 8 to 14 mph cresh into » fixed solid barzier,
This severity is ghoat the pame 2 & crash inko another vehicls of equivalent weight at 16 to 28 mph. In lower speed
:rashes,whereﬂ:emrhngdnesnntdcphy,mcupnmwmummpmnddhydudmgnofﬂ:emtenurmfmnamﬂm
vehicle, aa weli as by th safety belts provided at each seating pogitian.

A mumber of faciors, other than craah severity, can affect whether an air bag will deploy in & given crash; e.g., the
angle of impact, the speesd of the other vehicle, and the gmownt of force absorbed by the other vahicle or object that is
impacted. Only an expert in crash recongtruction can provide an educated opinjon a5 (o whether the air bag in 2 vehicle
shonkd have deployed in a specific crash.
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