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EXEnTn © March 23, 20T
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PETTTION

Masy vehicles, sich as my 2001 Ford Foc:s, are eqiipped s#ith air bags, all
of shich deploy, regardless of shether the seats are occipied, if the left
froat {(driver} side alr hag deploys.

The damage caised by a right frost (passesger side) air bag deploymest is
sibstastial. Tt caises the ~iadshield to shatter, aad the damage dose to
the dashboard is so s:bstastial that the estire dashhoard assembly mist be
replaced. With so occipast ias the right froat seat, this is issecessary
damage.

The cost to repair sich imrecessary damages is horse by the issirasce
compasies,; for those sho are issired, bit they pass these costs to their
clieats thro.gh iscreased premi:ms. For older vehicles, sich damage costs
are oftes so high that, shes added to the cost of the other repairs, may very
#ell exceed the threshold that determises shether the ias.irasce compasy ~ill
pay for the repairs, or srite the vehicle off as a total loss. 1Is sowe states,
sich as Illisois, if the iss:rasce compasy decides that the vehicle #ill he
arittes off as a total loss, they sead the osser a check for : what they decide
the vehicle is sorth. The osser, hosever, mist sirresder the vehicle. He
does sot have the optios of acceptiag the check asd :siag his oss mosey to
pay for repairs. Whea this happess, the osser #ill pirchase asother car.

Of coarse, the aito masifactirers are in the bisisess of selliag aes cars,

so this policy is good for them.

This problem, hosever, is mot igsavoidable. It co.ld be avoided by pittiag
a sessor ia the seats that w~oild close a circiit shea it so:ld sepse that

a persos is is a seat, bit have the circiit opes shes the seat #o:ld he
snoccipied. These sessors need sot be sophisticated oses like the dysamic

a tomatic sippressios system (DASS). They coild be as :ssophisticated as
the ore is the 1972 Ford Pinto (that I oace owsed), shere a seathelt ~sarsiag
bizzer #0:1d he heard if there #0ild be at least 40 lbs. is a seat #ith that
seat's seathelt isattached.

As even simpler method to prevest activatios of airhags ia isoccipied seats
#0:11d e a 51mple on-off switch costrolled by the driver.

I am reqgiesting, therefore, that aito maa;fact;rers bhe req)lred to coadict

a recall of all vehicles that allo~ activatioa of airhags is :isoccipied seats,
so that they cas be retrofitted sith either sessors (that ~o.ild stop sich
activatioss is 3soccipied seats) or driver-costrolled ssitches (#here drivers
coild tira the s~itches off to preveat airhag deploymest is inoccapied seats).
In additios, for those vehicles sith damage caised by airbag deploymest ia
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snoccipied seats, that aito mawnifactirers be reqiired to perform s:ich repairs
at no cost to the vehicle osser.

Sincerely,

g Yo

larry E. Nazimek
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