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e, New York -

{day phone)

27 Cotaber 2003

The Houorable 1. Richard Capks, Acting Administrator R
The Honorable Frederick (. Wright, Executive Director
Federal Highway Administration

United States Departnisnst of Transportation

400 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C, 20590

Diear Mr. Capka and Mr. Wright:

My Mo, I 3 killed in s car accident on Friday, 7 October 2003, at 4115
p.m. She lost comitrol of her 1998 Honda Accord and ﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁ{i with 2 fire hydrant, retaining wall

and felephone pole.

Mom should not have dwe:t She saffered massive head njuries, Hm canse of her desth, .
because the air bags as designad were of no help to her and the shonkder strap failed to keop her
from being thrown forward into the steering whmi

1 do not want ry Mo to have died for nothing. T am urging you {0 take action in the
following two aroas:

1. Alr Bags: 1tis my understandipg that they inflate at the thue of eollision for a
total of about one seeqnd before immediatoly deflating. This design contributed to the deth of
my mother. Her car first hit a fire hydrant that presumably caused the air bags to inflate. A few
seconds later, after the air bags deflated and the car was continuing to ravel at a }ﬁ_gh rate of
speed {about 45 m.p h}, the car hit the refaming wall sud telephone pole. At that pmn% the air
bags were not available to prevent my Mo fmm suffering fatal head injuries upon wmpact with

the steering wheel.

1 have no doubt that there are many accidents ocoitring every year in which a
similar choin of events ocours: the air bags inflate befbre the fual collision, too late to save the
driver andfor passenger from sustaining severs injuries. All of this could be avoided if the air
bags remained inflated For more than 2 second, My Mom might sl be slive today,

i‘i‘; ase review the policy for air bags and constder changing their design so that
they remain inflated for far Jonger than a sesond.




2, Shoulder Stran: Even with the failure of the air bags 1o save my Mom, the
jocking system connected to the shoulder strap should have restrained her from being thrown
forward into the steering wheel. This clearly did pot bappen as evidenced by my Mom's fatal
head injuries. It is possible that this failure is not limited to her car only, but nng;tzt b g defent

comnon to other cars using similar locking systems.

_ Please comsider inspecting the shoulder strap and locking system in not only other

1998 Honda Accords but other cars using sumilar sygtems. I would welcome somsone from your
agency removing the system fom my Mom's car, before itis sold for sorap, to fecilitate your
investigation.

I suffer greatly from the death of my Mom. A piece of me died wrih her that can never
be fegﬁaam Please help ray family and Do make some sense of the debilitating §)am WO BOW
fsxpmmg by taking action to save the lives of others. A2 Teast something constructive would
arise from her shockingly necdless death. :

A reply to this letter swould be greatly apprecisted. My mailing address and telephone
number appear at the top of thie letter. Thank youw
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Moody, Nicole

From: Peterson, Mary on behalf of Peterson, Mary <FHWA>
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2005 11:23 AM

To: Moody, Nicole

Subject: RE:

Thanks for checking. I have attached a copy of his original letter.

~--=-0riginal Message—---
From: Moody, Nicole
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 11:13 AM

To: Pe

Subject: RE

We have no record of a letter from B 7icose have him fax his information fo us a the number listed
below.

Nicole A. Moody

Correspondence Analyst

4.8, Department of Transportation

National Highway Traftic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), Executive Correspondence

400 7th Street SW

Room 5221

Washington, DC 20590

202.366-2544

202-493-2829 fax

--—CQriginal Message-----
From: Peterson, Mary
Sent:  Tuesday, November 29, 2005 10:45 AM

To: Moody, Nicole
subiect S

Nicole,

Did we forward you a letter from a [ IIIIIIIEGS- 1t is regarding his
mother's recent fatal car accident and faulty seat belts. The letter was dated
October 27.

I vould like to speak to someone about his concerns. Is there a name
and phone number that we can give him?

Thanks
Mary

Mary L. Peterson




FHWA Executive Secretariat
Mary.Peterson@fhwa.dot.gov




