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Carbon Monoxide Poses Safety Threat to Drivers

25 May 2000

" -

Carbon Monoxidde Poses Safuty Throst to Drivers, Swys Chamrum Group

S5hAn DIEGG, Hay 22 Hemorlal Dey Weekand 1= tradit:
the start of the heavy aumner driving asagon. nd.ditinn.al].y, pecnle arxe facing
longer commutes and #wpending more time in their wehicles awerall,

To cperate 8 vehicle ¢pfely, v driver must be alert, awake abid utinpaired.
Flow reactico time or <1 wded Judgemert can he deadly. Both alac ma; be
eymptoms of carbeno monoxiie (00] poiscoing, the leading cause of accidental
poliscnlng de . ths in the conntbl ¥.

"The car 1s a prime st for expogure Lo caron monoxige,™ said Dr. Edmrd
Erenzelok, paat-president of the Amerlcan Academy of Clinlcel Toxicology and
dizectar et tae Pittaburgh Fpoimon Ceantaz.

"People polocned by c:chon monoxide can be am daogerowa on the highway aa
drunk drivera hecause the:.r braina are mimllarly affected,™ he pald. "Even
low levela of carbon monorlde can affect a drlver's reaction time a3 wel! aa
gericualy impalr Jjuodgement. You might feel dizziness, Eeadachea, fatigus,
lrritabllity or other zympioms and net even Conaifer carkon woooxlile.™

What's more, if a parion has baen drinking alachol, the lopact of cerbhon

moooxlids eExXpoaure =11 | bw magnifiad, Erepnzalok notad,
Preqgnant women, the <ldarly and children are particularly susceptible fo
the effacts &1 carhban monorida, he sald.

A 1999 California Air Rescmrces Board Study teporbted that the air breathed
in&ide oara conld Ié AS wdch AS 10 timaa mora pollutad than typical d:irty

putdoer air in Jouthezr Califoraia. The xapsit ODobted that doutharm
Califorians® highesk dal.y axposurs to alr pollptanta may be during taedr
cemmute to and from werk - - locloding esrbon oonoxide, which waA foumd in high
contantrations.

Until zecently, drirecs had ne ey of knowlng 12 odorleass, iavisible

carbon monoxide waz presenc: ln automobdiles. To combat this seylous health and
gafety risk, Quantum Grcap, the worid laader in 00 alaro seniors, i3
introducing the COSTAR(RY Model P-1l, a perscoal cachbon monoxide alsra 1ads
efpecially for nae in nptor vehiclzg.,
Carbon monoxide, a rijor component of car ezbavat fimes, cen ente: the
paagenger compartment pf a car in aeveral ways, A moltor wvehicle in fromt of
or oo either aide of a vabicle could bé a primé sourca of 0. Okthar potantial
gppértunitises for CO build -up vwithin & vehicle inaluds operating & wahizl: in
an encloned strocture sock as a garages or carpork, 1dling, a4 daowged exhiust
Sypten, ciacked Rlock of | #8Xing gasket or backdrafting while driviag {widich
oofurs when negative sir pressure forcea CO lnto thea wehlcle from schauak
Zumez} .
TThe 0.5. MQduut Safety Commission recoamends cCATEOR Tonaxdids
alams for svery home Lo s c4,"™ sald mark Geldatain, PhD.D, prwaidan'. of
tim Group. "We konow Lrom Jaerch that motor wableolex are & mador aslroa
of carbon monoxide. It stands reasor that having cearbon Donoxids alarnad in
cars could hbelp preve.t 1linsas and dsath due to CO  sEpozuoca™.
The COSTAR P-1 Paxaangl CeponR Monoodldes Alarm xetells fox 559,99 angt can

be ordered online at bttaif/whw.gginc.com aor by celling Quantum Gromp At
BOO0-432-5599
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THE ATTACHMENTS TO THIS
DOCUMENT HAVE BEEN REMOVED
TO PROTECT UNWARRANTED

INVASION OF PERSONAL PRIVACY

PURSUANT TO EXEMPTION 6 OF
'THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
- ACT (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6).




