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Deor Ms, Glassman: _
1 was recantly contacted by constitueria of mi f
Henderson, Novada, who arc concernod sbont potential AnIong pertain

Hondas and Aruras that may posc & dangoreas threet to highway safety. A.copy of their
correspandence in enclossd for your roview.

Woahingiom, D.C. office, | sppreciate your considecation 1o this matser and look forward

to working with you in the firture,
Smceraly,
EHEIGINEIV?—
Sinteq Senator
IE:dq
Enclosurs

on Dr., & M. Joel G. Adler
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L HENDERSON, NEVADARREEEES

Fuly 1, 2005

Honorabls Jolhm Ensigh

United States Senntor

Liwyd D, George Federal Bullding
333 5. Laa Vegas Bivd, Sulte 8016
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

Deac Senator Ensign:

I mm writing this letter to you in regerds o e potentisl design problem fbr Honda
& Acora sutomobilos sold in our couniry. 1 am enclosing a copy of a letter and pictures
et to M, Jim Roach, Vice Presiient of Honda America Corporation on May 16, 2005.
As of this date, I bave not had any conmwmication from Honda Amerisa,

I feel thet if'the mutomoblle rarufbciores are suggesting, in thelr marmiala, that we can
tow their vehicles behind » motor home, that their entarior unlbody fiame should be
relnfbroed. 'With those modifications, the situation that occurred to me will not repeat
Htealf, causing potentinl ijuriss and possible Bualitieg. I wag very fortunets, that when my
wehicle broke sway from oy motor home, that i ended in the degert and not hikting head
on pnother velicle. 1 am enclosing pictures of the vehicle, If you woukd take cloge
observation of the unlbody frame {pictures #1,2) and the heavy metal base plate (plcture #
3.4). You will note that the bolts ave still attached to pieces of the mibody, whers &
hroke avay from the rest of the auto.

This Istter ia to enfiat your help In trying to avokd thin severs sitoation from occurring
again, which pogsibly can causs severe infuies or sven fatalities. 1 thank you in advence
for your understanding and prompt sitention to this matter.







May 16, 2005

Americen Honda Moter Company, Inc.
Jin Roach, Vice Pregident

1919 Torrance Blvdl

Terrance, Caitfornda 90501-2746

RE: 2002 MDX

vz S

To Whom It Concerma:

F&n,htnuhﬂ:uﬂnumndmmmumﬂnmmadhmm
over tha lagt peven years from Faloonl Acura in Las Vegas, Nevada, Umil May 2005, my
wifis wi 1 were superh advertisement for the Acura vehicls. Wo also have an MDX,
information above, which we tow behind our motarhome.

In your owners mamsal you cutlins that we are sble to pull the MDX on all four wheels
behind a motorhome. 'Well, this letter ks to tnform you of 8 very potential dengerous faw
in vour vehicle.

anpdl!ﬁ.iﬂﬂi,hﬁoenigﬁrhmn.mummmﬂmammnﬂhﬁpm
the Ewst Coast, gur MDX beole loase from our motarhous at the unibody frame. I have
ahnkwmywﬂm,ph:uhqumnnﬂumm“mpﬂlhgithﬂndm
motorbome, The breakaway system did not fimetion effectively 22 the complete fromt of
the vehicle came off fhe MDX. As the enclosed pictures will show, the base plate of our
tow system actually tore the THIN metal of your unibody frame, The six ktrge bolts that
xttach the bape plaze to the unibody fiame were stil aitached to tom pleces of unibody
Same, We were very fortumate that the MIYX troke looss ad wort into the desert. It
could of been & very dissstrons tragedy with firtalities.

1 have pullad that MDX behind two diffierent motoriimes for over 39,000 miles with
1y problems vnti last momth, I coptacted the gales mameger, Daryl Suin and service

Cory




manager, Miks Hanna, st Falooni Acurs ind they were appalied. 1 wan given the Clont
Relntions Deperimant mumbes by them to call Pecsonally, T think it should be called the
“"llent Public Decanstruction Departmes ™)

On May 2, 2005, at 8:31 AM, 1 called your Client Relations Department and talled 10
a Samantha, who 1s & supervisor, that answer my call. I told her that T was concerned
sbout the potentisl problem and what had beppen. 1 wis smazed of the inattertivences to
all tho detalls snd aspects of u potortial problam that you have {n regards to this situation.
1 told her that I woukd be happy to send her plctares and suggestod that Acura send a
Mmhﬂkuﬂ:m.mnﬁﬂwdﬂhﬁmﬂmﬂm“mW
expense, you ooukd have the vehicle towed to one of our dealers,” I tokd hex there s an
Agyra deater within twro miles of whers the vehicle is located, wnd she said, “That won't

1" She then seld, “What do you want ont of thls? And T aald facetiously, “

Replace my vehicle!™ Her comment was, “That ain’t going to happen!” She told me that
Immmmmmmmmmwmm As
you know, if ihern 6 8 manufhicturers defect the isumnce will not pay for demages.

Ihdmlntarﬂinmhsﬁmorntlngi:rmﬂﬁunﬂﬂﬂnnmmm
eand concenn about the safity of the American public in your vehicles. [ did contact Blue
Ox.thumﬁmmnfthnmbnﬂnﬂmamhhymmmmmdﬂndm
pictures. Since Acorw hes no interost in the sty of the American Public and are just
intevegted in selling ag many wehicles as posaible, this i whet 1 am going to do. lam
mmm;mmmmpﬁmmhﬂmmdw
thy,myﬂﬂﬁmmdkpuﬂﬁm.ﬂofhk?tﬂmﬂ%mmof
iy msty travels Bcroes this country and the RV Rallis, I will present a program shout
the patential problems of the unibody used on all of Honda Aume. I told this to Samanths
s her comment was, “Be my goest![”

Tﬁhﬂuhmhﬁmpuhwr&igofnpﬂuﬁdduﬁumhﬂntmhuuwﬂh
thess vehiclea and your position in regurds to & 1f, *God Forbidding” there is » serlous
accident dus to the breaking of the base plate from the unlbody frame, that 1 will be the
firat in line to offer my services to mny potential Fuit ageinst your Company. 1 will testify
thet 1 have informed your Company of the gafsty problem, your Jack of concem, and the
attitods In regards to the safibty of the American Public. ) _

Tt 1y ey recormmendation, that on ey vehicle that you manuficture, that Honda claims
cem he towed on all four wheals, that you reinfirce the witedor portion of the unitody
where the base plate attaches,  Also, Jet mo inform you thes you lost a very good
mmm,whh:ham:guoddmﬁmhmm




Very truly yours,

ce: Vinoe Conml, seq
National Highwey Institate
Fahunrﬁmul




