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Dealect BSummary:

Certain passenger vehiclas and minl vans have lower pinion baarlngs In the powar
rack and pinlon assembly in which the retainer tabs were not crimped properly.
These and some othar retalnars usad In vehicies assembied between January 1,
1996 and October 31, 1997, could fail and parmit the ball bearings to escape.,
Consagquance Summary:

¥ this oocurs, tha pinion shaft can be forced upwerd during beft tums and back down
as the steering wheal Iz moved back and to the right. If the pinlon shaft maves
further, the driver will nesd to exert more sffort to tum the steering wheel, similar to
a vehicle without powar assisted stearing. If the pinion shaft moves even further, the
driver will requilra much higher affort to turmn left and may not be able to tumn the
wheel as much as intended, With the maximum pinfon shaft movemant, which :
requires Internal gear component damage, the driver can encounter high resistance
to turning left, followsd by unintended power assist to the right. In either of thase
condditions, a crash could occur.

Cormective Summary:s

Dealers wilf install a new lower pinion bearing uniess Inspection of the existing
bearing Indicates that replacement of the gear assembly is nacessary, Ownar
notification is expected to begin during January 2003, Owners who take thelr
vehicles to an authorized desler on an agreed upon service date and do not receive
the free remedy within a reasonable time should contact Chevrolet at 1-800-222-
1020.
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