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Frreamiciat, Stpyices CommTTee

Mz, Nicole Nason

Assistant Secretary for Governmental A fTairs
U.S, Department of Transportation

400 Seventh Street, 3W, Room {403
Washington, DC 20500

Drear Ms, Wason:

The attached communicetion is sent for your consideration. Please investigate the
statemnents contained therein and respond to me with the nocessery infornmation for reply,
returning the enclosed correspondence with your answer,

Send all correspondence to my Massapequa Park District Office at 1003 Park Blvd.,
Massapegna Park, New York 11762,

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sinccmiﬁjr.

Vel
PETER T.KING |
Member of Congress
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Massapequa, NY [N
July 18, 2005

Representative Peter King
1003 Park Blvd.
Massapequa, New York

Dear Representative King:

On March 9, 2005, we purchased a 1995 Dodge Rem 1500
pickup from Lee Dodge, Farmingdale, New York. On July 1, 2005
smoke and flames ¢manated from the steering column and rapidly
engulfed the truck while it was parked, Fire department report is

- attached. The vehicle is a total loss, (sec attached photos, more can
be supplied if needed)

Aun internet search yielded information citing a history and a
manufacturer recall (#875, partial copy attached) for “ignition
switch and/or steering column wiring”. We contacted a
representative of Lee Dodge, “Matt”, who could find no record of
the safety recall items being performed on the truck prior to the
sale.

We contacted the manufacturer, Daimler Chrysler Corp. Upon
providing the vin # their representative stated, *T can tell you why
your truck burned, YOU failed to bring it in for service, there are
two open recalls on this truck!”. T informed the gentleman that [
only owned the truck for several months, and that [ bought it from
a Dodge dealership and never received information concerning
recalls.

‘He then replied, “they (Lee Dodge) had knowledge, had
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possession of the vehicle and had ample opportunity to perform
the services; however, there is no record that the recall was
performed.”, He issued a claim# and arranged for inspection of the
vehicie. The vehicle was inspected on 7/10/2005 by Bill Pimak of
EAA ( Engineering Analysis Associates - phone # 1-631-379-
2127). '

Repeated attempts to contact the dealership, specifically Mr.
Pensa, yielded a response denying any further obligation becauise
of the mileage of the vehicle when it was purchasad. M. Pensas’
only issue was the mileage, not the recall, not public safety!

We are now in receipt of a letter from Daimler Chrysler denying
our claim. We have been denied access to the inspectors report
concerning the possible causc. We were told by Maryann Weinberg
of the impartial services group (1-800-777-8119) that we would
have to subpoena the company in order to have access to aty
information in that report.

We have also filed an Investigation with the NHTSA office of
defects. The complaint is attached. We filed the complaint via
the internet on Friday evening July 8, 2005, As to date, we have
not been contacted by the office of defects concerning this matter.

The response to such a serious public safety matter is
reprehensible. Tragically, someone would have to sustain injury
before litigation to end this criminal neglect would be cost
effective. We appreciate anything yon can do to ensure public
safety and 10 help us to recover the loss we have sustained., Thank
you and God Biess You!
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Massapequa Fire Department

Dispatch Summary
Incldent Number: 2005-001130 Bax, Zone or District: G-3
Time: 005700
Data: 07/G1/2005

Address: 21 FORD DR NORTH
Cross Stroots: CARMEN GATE and EMILY ST
Occupant:
Dispatch Call Type: Vahicle Firo
Addittonal Call Info:

Priority:
Dispatchar: 057
Additional Comments
Non Vehicle Time Stamps
Time Apparatus Deacription Location (f applicable)
Q0:57:38 Beginning of Alarm Z1 FORD DR NORTH
01:44-20 End of Alarm 21 FORD DR NORTH
I P . fb—
Vehicle Time Stamps
I In riile o &t Kenne Lt Tn route To I at | Haralihle ] sand by ot | 0k svaetio |
iUnIt # SCMTIE [ haspitad I:‘nnpim o mltgﬂm e
|624 01,0212 010816 | 01.21.58 . . CTdz010 - o1:42.01
[636 oubtEr 010614~ | 013200 IpTEY oz
Vehicle Time Stamp Comments
Date: 07/18/2005 Page: 1 Time: 71:19 AN
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+~  Recall #875 Ignition Switch Wiring Page | of 4

Ignition Switch Wiring

ARG
Models: 1984-1996 (BR) Dodge Ram Trucks

NOTE: This recalt applies only to the above vehicles built at the:

» Warren Agsernbly Plant ("S" in the 11th VIN position) through Aprit 4, 1996 (MDH 0404XX);
e St. Louis North Assembly Plant ("J" in the 11th VIN position) through March 23, 1996 {MDH
D32330X);
# » Lago Alberto Assembly Plant ("M" in the 1 1th VIN position) through April 14, 1996 (MDH
0414XCKD;

« Saitillo Assemnbly Plant ("G " in thel1th VIN position) through April 14, 1996 (MDD 0414XX).
IMPORTANT: Some of the involved vehicies may be in dealer used vehicls imventory. Dealers should
complete this recall seryjce on these vehicles ;Ef@ﬂ retail deliﬁ. Dealers should atso perform this
recall ort vehicles in for service, Invol icles com be ined by weing the DIAL VIP System.

Subject:

The wnmson switel andor sicering eviutnn wirior on about 710,000 of the above vehicles mav overheat
when ihe Dipwer molar i operated al mgn specd (or an extended period of time. This can ¢

~ loss of bly wer window operation, ABS or airbag larp illuntination or a steering
solumnfjnstounient paneliioe :

Repair:

A blower mator relay and overlay hamess must be installed to remove the blower motor tircuit from the
jgnition switch. In addition, the ignition switch and electrical connector must be inspected for demage
and replaced if necessary.

Parts:

A. Ignition Switch Wiring Package

CBXRA750 Ignition Switch Wiring Package
Pach package contmins the following compoensents:
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DAIMLERCHRYSLER

DaimlesChrysler Corporation
Customer Claims Razatution Groug

July 12, 2005

Via 11.5. Mall

Massapaqua, NY ]

Re: 1995 Dodgs Ram 1500, VIN 3B7H|=1-

ve-l

Thank you for contacting DaimlerChrysler Corportation and raiging conceins that
you have with the above referenced vehicle. DaimterChrysler Corporation
conducted an investigation into the incident and inspected the vehicie.

Based on the information we received, DaimlerChrysler Corporation must deny

yaur claim. Thank you again for raising your concems with DaimlerChrysier
Cerporation. Wa suggest further inquires ba directed 10 your insurance

COMPaEny.

Very truly yours,

Customer Claims Resclution Group

Meisd e ety Cowns mptimn
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