May 27, 2003
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US Depuztrnent of Transportating

Nationsl Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Office of Defects Investigation

NVS-210, 400 7ths Street, SW

Washingten, DC 20500

To Whom It My Concerm:

I wonld like to place what I believe to be & serions safety defect on tecord.

VEHICLE:
VIN:
EQUIPMENT:

INCIDENT:

STATUS:

SUPPORTING
EYIDENCE:

PECRIA, AL

2003 Haukmark Industries, Inc. Low Hanler LHTX129%T2 mototcycle trailer
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On My 20, 2005 when stopping for lunch after negotiating & sountsin road in western
New Megicn, [ notived that the welded stud (bolt) holing the spass wheel / e on my
seailes had detached from itk mounting plate. ‘The tise and wheel had fallen, tur huckily
had landed aod remained on the mngoe of the triler. Becanse the tice did oot make it o
the ground, there was 0o crash.

On Monday May 23  weat to the Haulmerk maonfactaring facility in E1 Misage, AZ and
axked to speak with someone in charge of the safety of their crailers, I showed
gentleman named Teacy pictures of the fllure He 25kedd me 1o bring the tegiler to their
facility the next day and leave it for repais. 1did On Wednraday the 25% I was notified
that the trsiler was tendy to be picked up, and I physically picked it up on Thursday the
2,

1 was told that the mounting bold had a bad weld, and that a new bolt bad been propedy
welded into place. Ivens assnsed that the triler was now safe. There wis o cost 1o e
for this tepair.

¢  The saclosed letter marked #1 in u Jetter I left with Hauloark when I dropped
the trailer ofF for tepaire

# 'The pictutes marked #2 and #3 are pictures of the Silore

¢ 'The pictures marked #4 are pictuses of the repait.
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COMMENTS: e  Ihave oo reasca to believe that the tepair was not doge correctly. 1 alko have ao
teason to bebieve that it was. ‘The tite suownr looks juut like it did prior to the
Efluze. 1 Exil to nec where the weld han any kind of peartration into the head ef
the bolt.

= Had the tire fallon to the ground, I believe that it in highly likely that the trailer
would have bt it This could very well have caused u setious crash.

» Tt se=ms to me that the mompting stad should be pecseed inta the mounting plate
slmilar to the way that 2 whee! stud is pressed into the bub

s T don't believe that something poterially this dangecous should have 3 single
point of fiflase. It seems that (1) there should be more than one mounting stad,
ar (2) there shoukl be some sort of 4 backup caich to provent the: tee from
reaching the ground in the event of 2 failure

Pleaue accept this letier as a formal statement of my concern over the safery of this product




May 24, 2005

‘Tracy

Haulmark Teailars
8230 N Bl Mirage Rd
Fl Misage, AZ 85335

Teacy,
SUBJECT: L-7X1ZWT2, VIN #nsH:szzm-

As we discoamcd yesterday, 'o deopping off ory Low Haulet 50 that you can determine why the stod holding
the spare tice £xlled cansing the wheel nd tite to fall off it mouat, and then properdy fix it.

As we alsa discusecd, I consider rhis u vety seriouns safety inme. 1inspacted the tealer while stopped at 2 scewie
ovedook in @ mountiougs area of New Mexdeo; it appeared fine. About teenty-five siles later when 1
sopped for lach, the whesl/tire had broken off and was lying on the treilec’s tongre. I believe that it puce
bk thar the vire dida't £l to the ground, Hkely with dizastrons resalts,

I'm encosing the pictores that you have already seen, along with n couple taken of the stud. As it twras out, it's
ecally 2ot @ stud; it appears to be a bolt that was poorly welded oato the backing plate. It reeme that this part
shoukl be built nzing a pressed-in stud with 4 high sheer atreagth. I'm also concerned about the wekd holding
the backing pht= to the upright. IF welded by the same welder, it may oot have adequate penetration au well. 1
woukl appreciate yous having someane in Haulmadks engineering depattment teview this faflure to determine
whether its o porzatia) design defect, or simply 2 bad weld.

You szid that you woukd ty to have the truiler ready fox me by Pridey. ‘That would be great, but know that 'm
more interested in having the ropait doae propesly than I am of getting the tailer back guickly 1 frequeatly
trawel with mry wife and grandkide, and some cxpoative motorcycles in the back. Inesd eo he 100% confident
that the traller is anfe.

My contmct information is a5 follows:

Home
Work
Mobil=
E-Mail

PECRIA, AZ






