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Jimeneaz, Alharto

From: : e . _

Sant: Monday, June 13, 2005 4:18 PM _ @ s
To: Jimanez, Albario - £X B
Suhbject: RE: QDR 10114284 e sToAE STEELT,

tT2es/ 75216

@r @f g | @f @f LoAD ﬂ@ﬁ &

Arestone Fautty  Firestone Fauky  Arestona Fautty  Fimstone Faulty  Flrestone Fauity

T H.ipg Tire 002.5p49 Tire D03.1ng Tire 004.1pg Tirz 005.1pg
. : . Daar Mr. Jimonez,

Teday I did talk with Mr. Michael J Jordan and he suggested

taking pictures of the preblem I found with the apare tire.

I am attaching them for your files and record.

For the world I don't understand what makes Firsstone think

that they are not responsible for this oever used faulty Tire.

If you can not help getting a replacement tire, I would at least hope
that this problem is on the record.

Your opinion and advisze would ba appraciated &3 soon as possible,

aa I do need to get an other tire to have as a Spare.

Thank you alnceraly,

————— Original Megsaga-----

From: Jimenez, Alberto [mallto:Alberte.Jimenezlnhtsa.det.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2003 9:00 AM

To: T o

Bubject: ODI# 101142R4

Dear - . .

The report you submitted via National Highway Traffic Safaty
Administration's (NHTSA)] Web =site was received by WHTSA's 0ffice of defects
Investigation on March 18, 2005, We appreciate the report you provided.
Reports from motorists are a very important aource of information for us.
Each report is analyzed and entered into a database to determine whather an
inveatigation into a poss=ible safety defect is warranted. Alsc, informatlcn
submitted by wvehicle owners using Vehicdle Owner's Questicnnaires (¥0OQs) are
avtomatically entered into gur complaint database, and data is then
available to WHUTSA's Office of Defects Investigation investigatere Lor
review and snalyais to determine whether an investigation ls warranted., Due
to the volume of VO0s received and limlted agency rescurces, NHTEA cannot
respond to the submitters of these gquesticnnaires. We apologize for any
confusicn this may have caused you. '

We would Like to update your report. In reviewing you report 1t waz noticed
that you did not indicate whether you are the priginal owner of the vehicle
and the tire name or number and the DOT identification numbar were not
provided., Also, in desecriblng the problem the wehicle was identified the
venicla a8 & "new 2005 Cargo ¥an" (18 this correct?) and the defect was not
identified. Provide this information by e-mail so that your report will be
complete and correct, Pleass reference your file mumber {ODINO 10114284} .

For your information, under our statute of limitatlons, we cannct regquire a P
rire manufacturer to exercise any recall without charge for tires beyond

5-years of age. This 5-year limitation epplies only to the manufacturar’s

rasponsibility to replace a tire free of charga ag part of a recall campaign

1




under the Federal statute. BAlsn, if the vehicle was bought used and if you
have not done so, you may conaider contacting your lacal Consumer Protection
Agency, Better Business Buraau, or your State's Office of the Attommey
General regarding the tire issue.

If further assistance is needsd, pleasa contact Mz, Michael J. Jordan,
Safety Defects Frogram Asslstant, Correspondence Research Divialen, Office
of Defects Investigatlen, at {202} 453-0576.

Binceraly,

Alberte A. Jimenez, Chief
Correspondence Resesarch Diwisicn
nffice of Dafects Invastigation
Enforcement



















U5, Depanment 40 Sevarth Sh'na't SW.
of Tronsporkaticn Waahingtan, 0.C. 20580
Nafional Highway
Tralilo Sciely
Adminisirafion
JUN 14 2005
NVE-216 mj) .
) Ref. No. 10114284
Charlotte, NC
Dear

Thank you for your e-msil correspondence dated June 13, 2005, concerning a problem you
have encovntared with a Firestone tire. Based on the digital photographs you provided, we were
able to determine that the tire in question is a Fircatone Steeltex R4S, size LT225/75R.16, Load

Rznge E tire. Your report hag been updated in our database aceordingly.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA} is the Federsal agency
responsible for improving safety on our Nation’s highways. We are anthorized to order
manufacturers to recall and repair vehicles or items of motor vehicle eqnipment when our
investigations indicate that they contain serious safety defects in their design, construction, or |
performance. We also monitor the adequacy of manufacturers’ recall campaign. In order for
the agency to initiate an investigation, we look carefully at the body of consumer complaints and
other available data to determine whether a defect may exist. 'We cannot act on isolated
problems or resolve disputes between individual owners, dealers, or manufacturers.

We appreciate the reports you provided. Reports from matorists are a very bmportant source
of information for us. Each report is analyzed and emered into 8 database to help us determine

whether an investigation into a possible safety defect is warranted.

NHTSA s Office of Defects Investigation {ODI) opened an investigation (PE00-040) into tire
failures involving Firestone Steeltex R4S, R4S IL, and A/T light truck radial tires on
September 9, 2000. The investigation was closed on April 9, 2002, A copy of the resume and
closing repart for this investigation are enclosed for yout' information. In November 2002, the
Law Offices of Lisoni & Liconi and the Law Offices of Steven E. Weinberger petitioned .
NHTSA io reoped its investigation into Firestons Steeltax light truck radial tires (DP02-011).

On Jme 16, 2003, ODI denied that petition after conducting a thorough enalysis of information
submitted in support of the petition, data in cur own database, and infortnation obtained from
Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc {(Firestone). The petition resume and the anelysis presented m the
Federal Register notice reganding the denial of that petition are enclosed for yowr information.
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. Om May 12, 2004, ODI received two petitions from the Law Offices of Lisoni & Lisoni. In
their firat petition {DP04-004), the petitioners requested that NHTSA reopen its previous '
investigation into Firestone Steeltex Light truck redial tires doe to an alleged defect in their
design and performance. In their second peiition (DP04-005), the petttioners requested that
NHTSA reopen iis previous investigation into Firestone Steeltex lght truck radial tives due to an
alleged defect in their design and performance, particularly taking into consideretion those tires
installed on ambulance and emergency response vehicles. On September 28, 2004, ODI denied
both petitions after conducting a thorough analysis of information submitted in support of the
petition, data in our own database, and updated information obtained from Firestone, The
petition resumes and the analysis presented in the Federal Register notice regarding the denial of

Upon receipt of your comespondance, ODI conducted a review of its database in an effort to
identify whether a safety defect trend exists with regard to reported problems associated with
Firestone Steeltex R45, R4S IL, and A/T light truck radial tires, At this time, there is insufficient
evidenoe to warrant reviziting this iesne. ODI will continue to monitar reports associated with
this issue, in addition to other reported problems, and take future action as eppropriate.

Should you encounter a safety-related problem with a motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle
equipment in the futurs, you can contact our toll-free Vehicle Safety Hotline (Hotline) at
1-888-327-4236. One of our representatives may be able to assist you on madters concerning
motor vehicle and motor vehicle equipment safety recalls or to report an alleged safety problem.
You can also request safety information. If our telephones are busy, or you call during non-
working hours, you can leave your nams, telephone number, mdnbrmfsubjuctnnuurreomdmg
system. AHothnerepmentaﬂvemﬂmﬂuuwurcal]

Addiﬁonally,wehawanlntemat’i'fab_aite umgmgmm.mmmmmm
visit. An electromic Vehicle Owner’s Questionnaire (VOGQ) is also available on this Web gite at
hitp://www.nhisa dot. gov/iveq. This form is for vehicle owners io report safety related problems
about their motor vehicles or motor vehicle equipment, e.g., child safety scats, jacks, tires, brake
fluid, stc. The repotts submitted are transferred to our database and are used to identify safety-

related defect trends that require our attention. Also, a summary listing of vehicle owners”
, cmplmntu,safuymﬂs,mmuﬁﬁurm service bulleting, eto., can be obtamed at




If further assistance is needed, please contact Mr. Michael J. Jordan, Safety Defects
Program Assistant, Correspondence Research Divigion, Office of Defects Investigation, at
(202) 493-0576.

Sincerely,




ODIRESUME  z/

DATE OPENED: 09-8EP-2000 ‘DATE CLOBED:0 -AFR-02
SUBJECT: Alleged Tread Eq:mhnTnFaﬂm

PROMPTED BY: IE00-077 :
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Scolt ﬂlmﬂnﬂaﬁ'nr_Quuﬂ

: Bridgestoney/Firestons, inc. (Firestous}
EL(S): Firestone Steeltex R4S, R45 [0, and A/T light truck tires
YEAR(E): 1991 theough Septmmber 2001
POPULATION: [CONFIDENTIALJ : :
PROBLEM DESCRIPTION: Scparation of the tread and top bok from the tire caroass,
' __I_?AILUREREPDHTSIMY -

hmmmmum“mn:mmmmmm of tire
[i 1] mmmw;mmﬂsmlzhmmzmm
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Pagoz

ock Stecitex tirew zre designed for light tnuck applications and sre manufsctured in 12 differant sizes, 3
- different tire Fines (Steolbex R4S, Stecktex R4S I, and Stecliex A/T), snd 3 diffbrent load ranges ("C, *T", and

oid Renge *E” (LRE) tires have the highest waight-carrying oapacity
' nyuhmwudlmrwudu{suvumdmmlmmmmssmm)ﬁgumw

vans. . : .
pptoximately run-thirds of the sabject tire produced by Firestons are LRE tires, theso tires account for
ﬁ:u sent of the property demage, parscoal injury, and lswsuit claims to Firestone (Firestons claims duie)
fwilire ecperisnce in the kighest load-rated tires in cotsistent with infarmstion reccived by

| I Ihlﬂﬁummaﬂmmlmw‘hglﬂl;rdhw o
pacticulacly whea they sre used on vehicles buik on incanplute clinssis, a3 motorbomes
ﬁuqmduhyhﬂwundnﬁﬂmwﬁrﬁ:_

wpocial usd utility veliicles. Tuble 1 ihows the claims
mbject tirds, 1t should be nated that, whils the Stealtex LRE filuce froquancies sre relatively high when
compered with the other Steeltex tines, these figures are low whaa sompared with sdaie contpetitar tirs of the
TABLE 1, Swhject Thre Tread _
HMrestone Claime Data !hqlu_d; {In pyoms),
' !IM“_&MI Year.
Prednetian | Load mqv . mﬂl’ '

Year o Total

E o I T B R

1992 T 0,0 _ 84 33.3 3.1

1993 109 4.1 ._48.1 30.1

1994 [ 106 128 74.3 - 403

[ 1998 134 11.4 112.5 &4.5

1996 11,0 20.3 368 58.2

1597 T 6.1 T4 STE 36.5

1998 22 34 316 6.2

"199% a0 64 154 13.2

3000 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.4

2091 | 00 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 7.7 7.6 382 28,2

Mmﬁmmﬁtmﬂrmwlﬂum. Tread separations can alio result from

Clzims of .
" external such as tire injury or poor mainteasncs (e.g., low inflstion praxsne) Maoy of the vehicles that -
se the ny m&uhwﬂﬁumﬂhﬂﬂmmhﬂutmﬂmmu[mmpd

frant; 80 pui redr). For kich vehicles, if the tire presaurvs are not edfusted following tine rofation, the rear axlé

-could be lated by slmost 40 perceat Bath the saliject and competiter LRE tires e dispropartionately

. affocted by such use factors in comparison to P-roetric and other LT-metrio tires. Flrestons's somingtion of

tiress fiosn vohicles foutd ovidence of impact dumage, ni Ast fullures, and other tire infuries that can -

coutributejio the potentia] for u tread soparstion failure. Trced separstions that result from declgn factors will
i groater Qilure risks an the tires age. DI L at

progreastvely
specifio desiga or mumfscturing defect eonditions, either alleged or verified, in any of the avhject
- - I !I ] - ' -
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Figure 1. QDI Stenles; Corplaints by Report Month,

2 show the trands of the DT and Firestons falfure dats over the Indt £ yearn. Figee 1 shows the

in alloged troad separstion fhilores involving subject tires that wore reparted to ODI in Avgost

monthly ioput peaking two moniFs bater at over 360 comphinis,’ Firsstoos traad sepamstion clalms
tires are plotted by inckient month in Figure 2. The trend shows the typical seasonal paitam for

in goneral, with notable increases cacl year usidd! 2001.
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Page 4’

3 show the dlmhnﬁmofmn—mﬂumnmhubyﬂhidem for all tre failare modes sud for
Thesa crash ovents are och Jags gevers than ihngs thet result in rollover. Nono of the -

ohly.
=mhum!udln:m:lhy,mdmlylﬂpm:ﬂupdn13mmy
TML Nnn-llnﬂnmﬂrllllﬁltrlh:ﬂ.ﬂ Vehicle
: by Gromp,

All Tire Fallure

] | Neo-futal .

Vehlcls | Injury Fatsl | .

Group Total | - Crashes Crushes _!_n[gﬂu Farialities
| Vam - ] 0 0 (1] 0
suy 5 i- 0 1 [
Plckop 27 & 0 7 - 0
Lititity - 4 2 0 3 .
Unimown [ 1 ' ] 0
| TOTAL 30 10 -8 12 0_-
"~ TABLE 3. Now-Rollover Crash IHatribatisa by Vehicle Growp,

: Tread Separation
- Noa-fatal

Vehicle { © .| Infuxy |  Fatal )

Gronp Total | Crashss Crashes | Injuries | Faislitios
 Van 1 0 0 -0 1]
Y | 1] t] 0 4]
Plckap 7 3 1) 4 0
| Udlity 3 i 0 2 0
Unkmown 4 [ [1] [ 0
TOTAL 18 4 0 6 -0

Tables 4 snd 5 show the distribation of rollover cimabes by vohiole gronp fior all tire fathre modes and for tread
1) valy. These xts the most ssvere crashes, accownting foe all of the known fatal crashes mnd mogt off
the Allegations of tread sepexation ascount for a bigher pariion of these erashes and related injuries.
Tﬂlml;r'panﬂﬂhﬂudhﬁuhﬂﬂuthﬂdmlﬁmmlthlhm whuuwhmh-hbiﬁgrinm
menqadhuufmuulumlihlytumhhmﬂmlﬂuwmhlumﬂnm :

Al with DmmuhvmgﬂmﬁawﬂhmmmtmuhImofuhﬂummmm
" Josaof with estestrophio the faileres, prrticutarly tresd saparations imvolving & rear tire, In this
I-size vane are disproportionately involved in the sovere crashes. As has been previously noted in
prior thre investigations (PBS0-025 Michelin LT225/75R | ¢ Trend Separation/Blowout; FEO(-046,
Good Rangs "E™}, and other analytical woek by NEHTSA?, flly-loaded 15-passenger vans present a
i nfﬂnhhhinfmhﬂlwmﬂmﬂm,mhwdbynmﬁﬂmwm These vehicles

'mﬂmdmm .
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PEO0D40 Puge 5
Fireebona Stoalisx .
presest uniu ues Sictors fir irea, They often bave poo tire sisistenance Nistorizs an, beowuse the

ﬂnﬁmmmmmﬂm,mmumquwmmmmmm
sorvice for tread wear. hhhml.lmﬁwlmmmmlﬁwmm;m
: mm-mw.mmmm Thuiﬁuiuwhn_lmm_mﬁgwdmlm.

NHTSA contitues fo review sppropoats meanires to aducste the public regerding saft tire mantenanca and
" approgriate driving practices for 15-passenger vl . |
—“TARLE 4. Hollover Crash Distributicn by Vehicle Graup,

. All Tive Fallure Mades®
- Nos-fatsl
Vehkls -Injury. | Fatal
___G_:m_ Toixl Crashes Crashes E]Iriu Faitalities
Van 10 3 4 LI 6
SUV____ | & ] 1 13 I
Picknp 7 4 1 - T 1
Dily 1 1 . 1 "0 2 0
| Unknows 1 ] 0 1 0
TOTAL 25 14 6 48 - B
TABLY 8. Fsliever Crath Distribetion by Valids Groap,
Tread -
Infory |
Crasken

.na__*EE
s.-_u“gli
E

o | L |t f s | iy

|§-§|§EEH§§
ny;uu4g

“HHH_-.-_

" Based on'the relatively low Siilure froquoacies of the subject tires and tha variaty of non-tire relstod cengal
" factore comtributitg to thess ovents, ODI fnde that the evidence doos ot smpport & defect finding for the sohject
tires, Aocordingly, this isvestigation is closed. The closing of this investigation does sot constitute a finding
by NHTSA that no mfuty-reiated defoct existy, The ageacy will take further sotlon if warranted by the

§

* A single rollover crach imvolving . 1992 Roed EG50 |5-putscaps van was rosponsibls ke 13 l:;ﬂl!uhbnd.hjwhnﬂ of tha

gt

_ clointad foadities comtied In the Pailore Report Suasingry om Pags 1 and fn Tebles 4 md 5.




] o ODI RESUME

US. Department Investigation: DP 02-011
Prompted By: ROGER LITTELL AND LOU ANN PLEASANT

o Opened: 11/26/2002 Date Cloaed: 06/16/2003
Mafional Highway ( Dato : te

Trafic Sofety Prineipal investigatar: GREG MAGNO

- Adminisiralian Subject: TIRE FAILURR

Manufacturer: FIRESTONE TIRE & RUBBER CO.
Products: 1990-2002 STEELTEX RAS, msn AND A/T TIRES

Popalation: 3900!]0!00
' PtubhmDumpﬁm ALLEGED TIRE FAILURE.

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY _
ODI Manufhctuzer Total
- Campiainta: 1163 CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTTAL
Crashos/Fires: . 25 35 - 114
| injury Incidemts: - 24 38 54
# Infuriex: A6 . 84 : 106
Fatality Incidents: _ . 4 9 : 5
# Patalitiag: . & 13 - 13
Other*; 701 - 0 701
*Dresaription of Other: ODI COMPLAINTS ALLEGING TREAD SEPARATION.

Action; THE PETITION TO RECPEN THE STBELTEX TIRE INVESTIGATION H&S BEEN

DEN]BD

Bngincor: Gregory E Magna -~ - " Dum 06/6/2003

Div. Chier: Jefffey £. Quandt - Du: 06/16/2003 -
' Data: DS/16/2003 .

D ffios Dir.:
Summary; ODI WAS PETITIONED TO REOPEN ITS INVESTIGATION OF TREAD
SRPARATICN IN FIRESTONE STEELTEX TIRES (FE00-04() ON THE BASIS THAT IT WAS L
CLOSED PREMATURELY; THAT EVIDENCE STRONGLY INDICATES THE PRESENCE OF
A DEFECT TREND; AND THAT ALL STHELTEX TIRES CONTAIN A DEFECT THAT COULD

LEAD TQO TREAD SEPARATION WHILE DRIVING.

ODI'S ANALYSIS INDICATES THAT IT IS UNLIKELY THAT NHTSA WOULD ISSUE AN
ORDER FOR THE NOTIFICATION AND REMEDY OF A SAFETY-RELATED DEFECT IN THE
SUBJECT STEELTEX TIRES AT THE CONCLUSION COF THE INVESTIGATION REQUESTED
IN THE PETITION. THE STATISTICS CONCERNING THE FERFORMANCE OF THESE

TIRES HAVE CHANGED LITTLE SINCE THE CLOSING OF FE00-040 AND NO SPECIFIC
DEFECT TREND HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED, FURTHER EXPENDITURE OF ODI RESOURCES
ON THIS MATTER IS NOT JUSTIFIED AT THIS TIME. ODI WILL CONTINUE T MONTTOR
THE PERFORMANCE OF THESE TIRES FOR ANY SIGNS THAT A DEFECT TREND MAY BE

DEVELOPING.
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Rabiehilltate taxiway B and a portion

Cliss of alr corriers ot requited to plication type; Impose and v e
mﬂeutﬁ{:"n NDDI : PF&D _ : of the ganeral aviatian aprmn.
ols approved PFC lavel: $4.50. Stk Constiuct alroraft mxﬂ?n mmd
pﬂhm ﬁ,miﬂ, ' Toitol PPC revenue approved In this ﬂnﬂ?ﬁtu:q) I0W Yo equipment
Dewidion date: May 23, 2003, . mmmwmmmaw Rol::g:.h - tate a portion of genoral
FOR FURTHER LNFORMATION CONTAGT: ’gmmmdm Rehabilitsts a portion of ganoral
Sandm E DoFoltey, lﬂmaﬂliﬂlh Dxtober 1, 2011. - aviation apron and runway 13/31,
Adrparts Digtrlct Offica, (612) 713-4303. Cherex nfan'cand'mnn'tmquhdh Extend niowey 17 safely area.
Public agency: County of Montross, callect PFC'S: Noas. Decinion dmie: Muy 30, 2003,
Montrosa, Coloredo. davcripHan af projenis o approved  FOR FURTHER NFORNATION CONTAGT:
Applivation numiar: 03-02-C—-00- jor on and wee: Christopher Schaffer, Darmver Alrports
\ _ Construct a porton of tadway A Dintrict Dfflee, (303) 342-1258,
AMENDMENTS TO PFC APPROVALS ' :
J ' ' : - | las- | Amendad
Admersimar number oky, site approved Criginad spprovad | perved net charpa s, | charpe sup.
—02-C-0 (T Ly (T Ja/1ana $10.308.540 %15,678,040 os01Ma] LAIHE
R ) Selr|  saine) ume) e
VA, e/ 22403 108,739,
Fﬂ-&d—ﬂ-ﬂi—TUL, fkldlﬂ, O Da/23/04 13,500,000 17,500,000 orinoa a4
+§7-O4-C-D2-LAX, Lon Anguias, CA uuesisssmmsmminni - D203 440,000,000 000 o4 12/01,05
*Iﬂ-m—ﬂ-ﬂ‘l-HIE, I-I'Ihl:lim. MN. [ ] 338,208 338,204 | 1001704 0520108
B 2-C~02~hT, Indlenapoils, I . . D213 21275922 11,560,241 ouo1o2 | - 1009
{MoTE: o denaisd the PFC Javel changed D0 per mnplanad pessanger 1 $1.50
WMMML“MME& d %hmmmm1 mfl

Immed in 'il'f'ul:.ha'l:nn.DC- om Jups 11,
2004.
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Acting Managar, am
Focsanger Focillty Clcsge

- [FR Do 03-19287 Filxd H—:I:B—I}!, B:48 amn)
EILLING COME a1 )

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Nationsl Highuwey Traffic !H’i‘lﬂ"
. Administrafion

Denial of Tire Dofool Pelitdon
ABENCY: Nattonal Traffir:
Safety Admnistration (NHTEA),
Dapartiment of Transportatfon.

" ACTION: Danisl of petition for & defect
invastigwtion.

SUMMARY: Thin natice sets Forth tha
ropsone fir the dendal of a patitlon
puhmitied to MHTIA under 40 TLS.C
30162, by Lisoni & Lisond, Attorneya gt
Law, and tha Law Officas of Steven E.
Wainbﬂg;ur requecting that the agehcy
commence B proceading to determine
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PUPPLEMENTARY DEPORMATION:

Prtifion Analysis—NP02-011
Intreduction
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Petitionety have supplied OD] with 44
seperate subunisalona numbering aver
6,000 , {ha moat recent of which
errd ot fune 5, 2003.
']‘huuhhulShaltm:tlnum!arge
u'nckudlallthltmmpsndnmdu
hoth arginal squipment

emsat Hres, Firastone produced
epproximaiely 30 million of thews tires
in theaa differont linas (RS, R4S I, and
AST), 12 different afzos, and 3 difevent
load ranges. Most of the subject tires are
inthnlu%:mlmﬂrnmfwlisht
vehiclos [ 10,000 1b Groes Vehicls '
Woeight Rating} Load E [LRE), Tha

equipment Hrm have been nsed

on Ford and Generai Motora vahiclaes, &
mllnih]rnwidurnngaufmutmhnmu

Ini gunaral thtlruukm&lnlﬁrmm
n '

wiih thicker gaoges of
rubber and hesvier stesl balts dnd are
dadgnndmholdaismﬁnmﬂrm
inflation pressures than passenger tires,
Theso tires we more m:lhwtn lmpact
damugs ind to varistions in spesd, load,
undinﬂnﬂmmthmpm

Aﬂ:urunm‘lnginﬁnmuum
" submitted [n mpport of the Petition and

additional complaint and
mm pbiined from
Firpatone, 007 has docidad to damy the

Teguest to uts Che Steeltex
mmﬁmﬁpmmummm
the fact that sn enermons populstion of
tirss 1 st 1ssun whoee fuilore rate I
lowoer than that of peer tires usad in
gimilar ipplicatioms and has changed

Iitﬂnnlnn?ﬂm-uwwuulmud (|
hea not Identifiod a defect trend in any

of the Hrea [0 question.

Potitionora* Allegotions
The Petitionees have mads oumeroon
allegations in 44 seporats submizsions

over 8, ﬂm of matacials.

1. That wors 2,872 VOCu in
ODCa datehass (as apresssd via the
NHTSA public Web sito} as of
November 2002, most of which sadatad
when ODI clused FEDG-040 but ware

the Potlifonars airangly suggast »
E:ful;ﬂmut frend; and = -
3.That all Stesltéx tros contain a
anfity-related defect that could lead to 4
catastrophic trand aeparation.
O Anolyels of Petitionezs' Allsgattans

‘Firt Al m: YO in NHTSA' Weab
sits Not Moted i Closing of PROD-040

The Petitimers allage that they

\dentified 2,972 VO oxn the milrject
tires on NHTSA’s Wab atte in October

2003, They further allege thot most of

+ thess VOO existed at the time that

PEOD-D20 was clowed. Mare rocantly,
they have beon quoted In the medis as
claiming that aa of May 2003, the

. NHTSA Web site caninined 4,000

idantified. A review of thesa VO{a,
howsvnr, demonetzates that o majority
ars dup]imtarmnrda In additton, s
axt yumber do not involee the
Btooltex tires at isme. For instance, the
Patitiomare included VOO that pariain
to tires such an Firewins 721 tires and
Steoltex ASR tirem lust produced in -

1992, ux well as V(s reporting Lasmes
unmhtaﬂtohudnpmhnn.mchu

woar and vibeatlon. Alxo included in

their submissions wars VOOs that do
not pertain to tHree et ali (4.,
complaints about vehicte gtalling and
bruks malfunction),

ODI has conducted & therough roview
of Ita complaint datshase to assess tha
Potitionors' claims. Thia seview found
that an of April 2002, when PEO-040
was closad, the database contained 930
VOO relatod to n Stewlta thre flhare.
Thess include compladnts about tirss
that wem proparly ldentifiod as Steelinx
madsls of contained the word

' Egmlten,” or all ressnoable

mhtpul.l.ln%'“nfthwnrd in tha
complaint dsscription flald. Aboat 0%
of thesa (560) nited tresd sepamtions,
The numbers of VOO creahss,
infatiss, and deaths from

thu saparation failures aee conaistent with

ga repoeied in PEOG-040. .

Fmﬁ-mm,ﬂm'nmim
determived that as of November 2003,
whan tha patiton was submitted, the
datahase containad 1,118 nnlqus VOO
relating to Staaltm tire failnres, Lo
than 40% of tha totel assastad by the
Pu&ﬁunu.ﬂfthmﬂﬂ;lﬂgdhudm
4 F‘.l.'l:l!.uj',ll 2003,
ﬁmmﬂ{hﬂdlﬂﬁiml@]u
VOO raluting to Steaitex tire failnrea,
701 of which allege tread ssparation,
Theds Inchudas 24 crashex for all
tire fallure modas, Hng in & tital of
ﬂx[ﬂ]dnﬂumﬂ&ﬂinhnimmd
saparation was alleged &a the fallure '
mods in 14 of thews crashos, which vrers
rapansible for ull of thé deaths and 38 -
of the injuriss,

In summary, the Petitioners
avuretated the pumbar of relevent VIICOs
maivadbyUDIwhmPEﬂn-ﬂiﬂwu
closad, when the
submittod, and in I!CIS Mnnjrnf

these dEscrapanciss ars spparently dos
to the Petitioners” mcludun of duplicate

3 Ryblwr A Plaiics Nwan, Lowrer: Docoment
Bhaws BFS Sidmpad on Sealies. Mey 12, 1003,

- Patitloners submitted some insumance
‘alafm Infocmation from campanies

compiaints, somplaints that do not
iowplve the tires at fanue, and

 camplainis that do ot allege a tire
failure

Sacond oy The Number of

Allwgutd
" WiJa and tha Number of Additonal

ﬂumg]uintn]?.stahlinhuasmuaﬁm
The Patitionsrs charaateries the VO
in tha QDI databeas and » p'n;rartad
7,000 adcditonn] laints thet they
have callectid as evi af n-safety

- defect trond. This meterial has boen

bt mf]ﬂ:gruh;l:u‘l the
m Dns uf petitfon
n.nnlﬂmputiod Thair submissions
contain a mixinre of eoneamer
ezidont rog ""““"”“"m.‘”““
and
TlmParll:lBgurh most
of their 7000 complalote to
cortain Hfled inrurance
companiee In the United Siatan who
have added their policyhaldars to the
Petitionars' class actfon Jawsuit.
thltthun:::rl £ thems
o remain
nngthuwhuhnnnut
ﬂ;rnishoddatnﬂumum' theke
allsgationy to ODL Instand,
Fomiehed an Intarnet Hating of 1,150
inmrunes companiss. In view of the
Inlmplﬂh nalus Ufﬂﬂ mhmﬁmi
wi hava bsen unabls to ovaliate thase

pompleints, Suhesquently, the

that
have resporidad to their solicitbions. In
ths canas reviewsd by O, thum
doacribed ara thosa in which the
companies chose not to mrms a
subrogation claim agafnst Flrestone, Tn
ane caaw, A submithed chilm

& nom-snbjsct Pirshawk R4S tire,

Of thode reparts and compleints that’
ODI wag abia to sxamine, mm
merely completed copios
Peattiones™s Class Action Inital Clafm
excarpis from Intémet chat roam
discuseiond and what appssr to be
handwritton notes of nawes and
telaphone nmcbere. In additiom, the
contant of many of the "comp lajntg“

' wmdquuﬂmnblnnhu.andinnhdud I

compleints cong din
mgpthawmnrmﬂhnmhjmﬂng'
and ¢ inte pertaining to Hres not at
issue. Of note, many of thees complainty
originated from concumain whose
clalma for reimbursement had banmn
denied by Flrastons, After excluding
VOO summaries and duplftate ecoeda,
M was abls to Ideatily 560
comgplaints, Thees Inchaded 161

complaints a Stocitex tire
failure, of which 09 elleged a trand
depiaration.
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ODI has monitored its VOQ databass
aince tha cloaing of PE0G-04n0. This -
yewlgw hea ahown thet over Hme, the
monthly rain of Stealten: VOO receivad
by ODI has continually declined since
the initial three-month penk thet led to
anEﬂﬂ-ﬂ!ﬂ.Wnnutnthu

¥

wnﬂlnﬂthunnnhnh of the ODI
ciatabusa by applying over-broad seerch
uim-l.lnmilthun ﬂnghprupurl]r

relevant
T .
ODI contacted Fireatone for its clalma
detn, which it pirevided irreepectiva of
whuihnrﬂmnlu.tmwu ;pn.u:l Firestona

g it dat throna X P

znn:. ODrs analysis of this data ia
degcribed In the Firsstone Data gecHon

of this report.

Third Allsgation: All Stoaltex Tiras Ama
Dafoctve

Thae Petitioivers allege thit all of the
sulyoct Steeltex tirea contain a
redetad defoct. As avidenos of this
have clind expert examinaton of some
failad Hree, Information from an
AFCHLYIOUA SOUTTE ng a Flrstons
cost reducticn progrm, and elleged
afmilaritien batwasm the Stealtex Hima
anyd the Wildesnoss AT Hres, anoe of
which wera praviously recalled by

Firsntone.

Cins of the Pettionem’ consultants
pxamined fuilad tires from 2 modal yesr
1068 Class C motorhome belonging to
the lead plaintff in the class actlon
; lnwlu.il.'l'hlunhlnlamcpnrimmdtud

separations on four of ita aix original
tires over s one-ywar peried. All wers
' Btaaltex RAE LT220/76R14 E tirea
matnfachmed at Firastonn's Docatur,
Iliinnts plant in 1688, The conmliant
idantifiod the pressnce of cords
ity the piae] bule of the failed tires s
ﬂidmmthutthnymimpmpdy
moanufactored. The Petitionars

mdomuﬂfhrlny cords nnd belr.

aration.
didahnrvumwidmnf

cords end iocalized balt edge
saperation in the ire pressutad by the
Patitionesrs. Howsver, DDI notes
somea dagres of bracey cords 1s not

avidence of a robher-wirs

adhesion Mareoves, the
of modarate balt edge & is oot
unuwsnal in a stesl radial tire that

has haan emovesd from servica, and
snust be svaluatad in the context of the
tirn uze conditiona md remaining tread.
Tt is notewocthy that DDI's soctonaive
investigation of the Fireatome ATX and
‘Wildemess AT tHrea did not find any
gvideace of 8 rubbar-wire adhesion

' u.m‘ﬁ
diffwrent nombinations of individoal tire

- defect in thoss Hres, Tha fallure

mechanizm in the ATX sand Wildersesa
AT tires wan g cohenive fuilure [fnﬁguu

crock the rubber
T

In a lstter dated A; 125. 2003, tha
Petitianara 4 copy of an
anonymous letter to 0D with
documents attechad relaHng tn a
Firastons cost rajucton initiative
kmown as CEB that wae lawnched In
1984 or 1695. Tho lattor states that the
intent of C85 waa to obiain cast

ladunﬂnn:withuntannn
performance and ﬂmnﬁmlum

. Hme & l:!uq‘lu]ityhunum
evidsnt in the warmnty deta.
to the letter, rates of 0.5% or

warranty
igher [n individual tirae
e s o

ARTiOUN CONCETT.
QDI bas raviewsd the anonymona

‘tettar and atuched CO5 documents

submitiad by the Petitioners. The
tiaml?
ducumantlitl:lnganumhor:f

tires, Firestono haa statad that most of
implaremted. Whils the changes
wara conaildered Includs some lbems
thut could affart tire . tha

'decument ir not in end of iteslf proot of

-mm.mmumm
that wara impismsnied in the

fivan can ultimately be meanmed only by tread

failure-ralatnd data. To that sxtsat, GDI
wwﬂhlhnmg.tmnﬂhn
lotter such an
mun{:“ﬂdnnnupnnt-ljnn lpnniﬂnmw
and suwinbly plants. The enly
that allow thet typs of analyais are

tha ¥irantane pdjnstments and clalms.
OOI's analysis of Firastone®s tresd

saparation warmmnty t deta
fuundthﬂnnﬂmﬂwlyﬂuﬂtﬂuitﬂm
gton adjustment rote ia
alga analyzed avar 260

codos, plants, and
D s xdan b0 ooty ang.oticn
of Hiras with a tread

Pa
- separatipn adjustmenst rate greatear than
06 %—the love! of comcem advanced in

the lettor.? The adjuetmeant
rate for this tirw was 0.56% for tires
produced fn 1063, foll-to 0.08% In 1094,
and tomafnad balow 0.1% through 2002
production. The mejerity of subject

4 Rilrww specifics conoaming th T T
oxundued in that nveetipsiion may be bond e the
ks aialypuds

oo uﬂl:nlunhnfinﬂﬂ-l olgnificones In tha
date anvd tha ahesnew of ey nfiry orastae

inwolhving soob tires.

Steelteoc tirea analyzad by O hava
tread peperation sdjustmant ratos that
are [max than 0.1%. Only a few tires hava
reten that ara above 0.25%—half of the
n.5% mentioned ehove.

The Potitionere have alleged to ODI
that tha subjoct Stoaltex trod are dlmiler -
in oomutraction and fallure wischanism
1o the Wildarness AT tires invastigated
by OO in EAQD-023. The Petltomrs:

" have not identiSed any specific arpacts

of the dasigns that are aimilar.
pansanger tirss desiginvg k-
esnger carftreck operation, whmm
ﬁmﬁmwhuﬁ;mnm
tires ara designed groatar rigore
of uee o heavier Sml’ tracks, S[TVa,
and wana. As noted above, thers was no
avidenos of rubber-vrire sdhesion
failures in the Wildarness AT tires that
wars racallad. Furthermors, O notos

th:thlt—lm#ingbalthndwtﬁ:un
atgal-b radial tra

may ocour ia
and that the ble data indicate that

the riak of such fhilures is gracter i
l.!ghtlmnkmdhltimthmtnw

- Fireaslone Data

DI revirwsd thowssnds of Firestans
dermage cluims and fand that
ﬁwmthu of FEOO-040 snd
the prasant, thum:hjm:ttl.rutmnd '
separation clalm sats grew fram 2% to 31
claima par mdNion Hres produced
tppmjismlmmumm:mh
grow feom 34 1a 48
The four LRE tira slzqs are

PR
associated with the mejority of the

properiy claimi and 85% [28/
33) of crashas invalving infuries ar
deaths wheve the tirs slxe coald be
idenHfind.

With coa sxoeptian, all crashess
involving an infury fall within tha
18871900 Erud‘n.cﬂnnmufﬂlil-
D luticas within f1s prom
P ons ArUp arg
arsoclated with all fate) craches

in ths ]ext five years: Tha R43
oL 73R 106 E manufactured 1n
Cusrmavacs, Mexdco end the AST

' LT286/7656R18 B and AT LT285/75R18

D, both mannfuciunad in Jallette,
Qusbec. Howarer, 4 cloas memination
of the frequencios end trends of the
adjuetment amd cleims data far thesa
populations do not show evidance of

= This Agora i bawed on padd dlaims. Fimsatons
forodshed reconds of both puid sxd ppeld caime
0 0N, Claima ara nok §f the tire oannot ba

l"ﬂ"-llﬂw'lm
slyrm of almes [ g run lorpart .

or wary formd to b nbepplisd. -
? A Darstar Ktpakar Awd!sl 345 LT318/85R16 B
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dafect ttends, The adjustment and -
clalima rates are Iow in comparizon to
peer titee, and the Incldence of injury
mraghes donot reflect a treind for any
-apecific tirp.
Dﬂnm]ﬁdaﬂndlnbhdah

relating to the Decatur Stealtex R45
LT225/76R18 K tire Ingtelled on the laad

plaintiff's motnrhoma, Thasa tirsa wers
marmfactumd from 1906~1000 and ware

used as origion] équipment on eoms
Ford full-sirs pick-ap tracks and vane
A e heab ety nstalod an Clnte
ware alaa ¥ ed on E
C motorhomes on which averloading of
&n exle or specific wheel .
utusual, which can contributa to Hre
fatlures. Tha wartanty rates for those
ﬂrmhlwbmhumnn.lﬁfmn :
1907 throegh 1866, Wekd NAYET
groater then 0,3%. Thare have been
two infury arashas assncisted with
icis o thess tives, both Involving

- gizgad varm, and no Sialities.

As noted in PEQ0-044, tha adjfustment
and claima fraad ion rataw for the
sulrjoct tires soe lywar than thowa
abssvoid in pasr LRE tires. This i trao
of tha totil populating of subject tices,
pa well as individual dres nnalyzed by
* produnt code and assembly plant.

Tkl o

The mibject Stealtex tiren, oz deflned
In the Petition, Tepressat an fmmanas
populaiion of 38 million tires,
menufactirad over twalve yoars, and a
wids varlety of differant Hre line, size,
lpad rangs, and t combinationn. The
yrumbers of anparation failuras ln
thosa tres wm functions of the largs
wolume produced and the mory savara
mervice conditlons associated with light
truck radial tires, sepaalally in the LRE
cxtegory. Within this univarse of
excpariance, ODI Edentifiad a total of 54
mhﬂwmh%mﬂﬂnsh
106 lfuries snd 13 . Tread
geperation waz allogad an tha faiture
modain 41 of thers crashew, which wore
TOE for atl of the deaths snd 860 .

of

Thess falhiree are distrfbsted among 8
varsty of diiferent Hres and assembly

lanie. About half of thees ineldents

volve lires manufnchred at the
Joligtta asmemhly plant, which s
conaistent with the mumber of mibjsct
tirea produced there, Firestona’s
examinatinn of some of the trea
invalvad In theye avents hee identided
avidenes of nnder-inflatinn, Inpact
break, thenlder damage, im-ropalved
puncinres, and improper , Iy
ad dition, eoma of the tires Wi
sold as replacement Hres weem
misepplad. Whils ODI hea not been
able to lodependently saming thace

canses of many of thess avanta néuh:
dispute. .
has monitorsd [tz VO database
mines it closed PEDO—040, to identfy
Steeltax camplaints and ugﬁnﬁt‘aﬂ

In] reparts. In general, L
um]u;rﬁlmad daclinnlnthumaﬂgr
complaints recetved ximce Oct 2000,
dwespita the publicity related to the
Putitton mﬂp:mniltad class acHon
1nweuit

To bettar mmalyzs epecifit tro linas of
interost, O axamined pooperty damage
olalm and wananty tdatn .
furnizhed by Firestone. Thesa data ars
hpih the Iargest bodies of fathare date
and {he only date evailable that combein
tha apeciflc tive identfcation
information nececssry bo comdaet
detalled unalyzes by tire line snd
asanmbly plant. The overall Steelte
clafmg rate ross from 28 to 31 ppm
betwsan the clcalng of PEN-D40 and
the presont, whils the averall
adjustment rate remained conatar at
0.04%. Some individuoal tire

hud higher rates of
ts erud claims; however, nena

wera as high ax thriss of tho compedtor

ODI pxamined the meterlal submitred
tha Petitioniers in an affort o identify
faiTures and crashes involring injury

that could indkcats the prssence of B
safuty-rolatad defect trend. Withia this
matarial, there vwere reparts of 115
additonad thrw Eeiiures ud thoes
conaldered in PEOO-040 .
Included thren injury crashes, which led
tn fonr {4) infuries. Themioes, tha
fundamental statietics concerning the
performance of the subject tires hawe
dﬂlﬂn@d]ﬁlﬂlﬂ!hﬂl‘ﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂlﬂw—

Conc/ogion

Based on OIN'E mal of
informnation IﬂmeHDd’l:ll‘ ofthe
Patitinn and addiHonal od tand

clpime Informration recafved sinca the -
cloaing of FEQ)-MD, it is umlikely that

"NETSA would lasmas ot ardes for the

notiication and remady of a mefety-
raolated defact in the sm Steoltox
tirse &t the conclusion of the
Invastigution requontad in tha Patition.
Tha atatistics tha
af thees tirves have changed

itle dinea the clowing of PEOD-040 and -
no specific defix:t trend bas been
identifad, Therefors, in view of the
nesd 1o albocars and priorities NHTSA's
Hmﬂadrmmutobutnlgn]nﬂlhhthn
agency's eafoty misslon,
decided 0 deny the petition to recpen.
the Stentte investigation, O} will

contmas o moaitor the maance of
thase tires for aoy sigos a dejoct

tirew, we note that the facts related to the trend may be developing.

Awthority: 40 U.5.C. 30182[d): delegatinrs
of authotity at CFR 1.50 and 801.8,

Tvuad om: Juns 11, 2083,
Keannth N Wainstuin,
Aporiits Adminisinater for Fofrrcsment,
IFR Doc, 0:3-15161 Filod &-16-03; B:45 am]
HLLNG CODE 40-8-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Ressarch and Bpacial Prognms
Admnistratfon

[Cochet No. REFA-2003-T4307 [Notios Mo.
03-4]1 .o

Notfta of Informaiion Collection

Approval -
AGENCY; Resaarch and Spacial Programs
Administration (RSPA), DOT,
AcTon: Notes of information eollaction
appraval. ) ’ '
M d Budget approval of
a2k 8]
infarmnﬁunmﬂmﬁqnmiumﬂ'mn].
for Ovil Na. 2137-0659, “Rail Carriers
and Tank Car Tank Requiramasnta*;
MNU.EI::ENEI,"'RMIMHIQ.
Exsmption, Praam n
"Thmi;:'uil:lmlﬂnn '
collactions have bean extended wuxtil

May 31, 2008.
dato for thase

DATES: The
ICEa [n Mny 31, 2004, -
ADDRESIES: Raquests fora
informatinn oollecton b
directad to Deberah Boothe ex T. Glenn
Foster, Office of Hasardous Matexiale
Standarda [DEHM-10), Baspsrch and -
Special Programs Administretion, Koom
B102, 400 Savanth Strest, SW,, .
WaashIngton, DG 203900001,

" POR FURTHER INFORMATION CONMTACT:

Doboreh Boothe or T, Glenn Foster,
Qiffes of Heeardmm Matsrials
(DEIME-~10), Rexsarch and Spacia] -
Programa Admintatvation, Room 8102,
400 Sewouth Streot, SW., Wi \
DT 205900001, Talephona {202] 38—
B563.
SUPPLEMENTARY NFORMATION: (ffica of
Managemant and Bndgst [OF}E)
regulstions [6 CFR 1320) implomeanting
provisions of the Faperwork Rednetion
Act of 1995 (2,1 104-13] roquire that
intemmsted mmha;:::the publi and
affected aganciee an ity in
activitias (ses G CFR
1320.80[a)) specity that no person Ia
jiv) i en informeHon
colfactivn unbesy it djeplays a valid
OMB canitrol numbar. In apcordance
with the Papsrwork Raduction Act of
1996, RSPA has recatved OME apprownl
of tha fnllowlng ICRw:




[ew  ODI RESUME

U, Department Tnveatigation: DPDA-004
of Transponation Pmmpdey* PehhonByHmn&.Limﬂ '
‘nuﬂcuﬁ ) Pnnmpullnvut:gatur Greg Magno

Subject: Tire Troad Separations

Mamxfacturer: BndganmszrestnnaNnrﬂlAmmme

Products: Firestons Stecltex A/T, R48, & R4SIT Tires

Popalation:; 40,000,000 (Estimated)

PmblemDumpuon ‘I‘raadﬂepmonn

FATLURE REPORT SUMMARY .
ODI Mamufactarer Totel
Complaims: T 908 ~CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL
Crashes/Fires: 34 244 . 273
Incidents: i S 79 : - 103
ﬂnlgﬁu: 51 i71 217
Fatality Incidenta: 4 12 12
# Fatalitica: 6 19 S 19
Other*: 343 CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL

*Description of Other: add:hmﬂﬂﬂqu:mﬂmd:c&hngﬂtwlmumfuihn
Action; The petition 1o reopen the Stecltex tire investigation has been demied.

 Bogiseer: Grgory &, Magno SEsr w2 O0r Dum: 09/28/2004
Div. Chinf: Jeffowy L. Quandi . | . D 09/28/2004
Oftice Dir.: Kazhfilegn . DeMeter 5 Date: 09,/28/2004

I Note: HemmhmnhnwmmluduﬂreuuhjmltGRmaHMT-mz '
Summary: ODIwmpcﬁhmdmmpmmmvmmﬂmndupmﬂmmFm“Sﬂm '
hmmﬂnehnmthattheymmindmﬂm;mihmmhlmumg-hah tread separations wnd
that these separations pose an unrensonable safety risk, This pefition restates allepations from DP()2-
011 and was submitted concurrently with DP34-005, whnhapphuhﬂmlmmmedm

ambulances ard emeargency response vehicles.

ODI’sannlﬁilmdinmﬂm:t1slm]ik:elyﬂmt}EiTSAwnuldlmummﬂm'ﬁrﬂ1=nuﬁﬁcmmmd
remedy of a safety-rolated dofect in the subject Steeltex tires at the canctiusion of the investigation
requosted in the petition. ODI™s analysis of fiilure data indicates that Steeltex fires perform
compsrebly to peer light truck mdial tivea in similar applications. Analysis of failed Steeltex tires
during this review identified a wide variety of fhilure conditions not indicative of a singular
anderfying cauee, Obeerved failure charcteristics were found to bo consistent with those found in
amy group of Hght truck radial tires subject fo the same applications. Therefore, no defect trend has
been identified in the sbject tires. Further expenditure of ODI’s resources on this matter is not -
justified at this time, ODImllmntnn:humnihrthepﬂfunnmofﬂmchruﬁnmymthata

et trend may be doveloping.
Plcaac see the DP04-004 public file for a move detailed analysis. ' M




~ ODI RESUME

@ | ovims

gf%mdm Prompted By: Petition By Lisoni & Lisoni o
I Date Opened: 05/26/2004  Daie Closed: 09/28/2004

Nafloricd Higkrrary Principal Investigator: Greg Maguo

Tratic Sclety i ]
[ Adminisiralion Subject: Ambulance Tire Tread Separations
I—Manufnuturnr: Bridgestonw/Finsstone North America Tires

Products: Firestome Steeltex A/T, R4S, & R4SII Tires
] Population: 380,000

| FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY
oDl Marufacturer Total

Complainis: 14 ' 6 19

Crashes/Firce: 0 2 2

Injury ncidents: 0 - 2 2

# Injuries: 0 2 2

Fatality Incidents: 0 1 1
1 # Fatalitics: 0 _ 1 - 1

Other®: _ 8 2 : 10 4
§ *Dencription of Other: Additional ODI reports indicating Stesliex tire failare . _

Anﬂm:lhupeﬂﬁmminmﬁgmﬂmuﬂ:ﬁm&ihuummhulmhnbmdmid

" | Egieer GrgoryE Magno s /8 8/0Y . Due 09/25/2004
Div.Cuick: Jefivey £, Quandt -~ - Date: 09/25/2004
Offeoe Dir.: Xgzthilten (. OeMeter : Dute: 09/28/2004

Summaty: ODI was petitioned to reopen its investigation of tread separations m Firestonc Sieeltex

tires, particularly those used on ambulsnces, on the basis that these tires contain defects that
contzibute to igh rates of tread scparations, and that these trend separations pose s vmreasonable

safoty tlsk to ambulsace operators and their paticnts while driving. This petition was submitted
concurently with DP04-004, which appiice to al! Stecliex tires manufactored since 1995,
DDFamﬂ}shhdim.MitismﬁkdyﬁlﬂNﬂTSAmldeordﬂhrthemﬂ.ﬂcaﬁmud
ramedy of a safety-related defoct in the subjoct Steeliex tires at the conclusion of the investigation
* requested in the petition. ODI did not identify signa of 8 defect trand in Stecitex tires used on
ambulances. Purther sxpenditure of ODI's resowrves on this matier is not justified at this time. QDI
wiﬂnmfhmehmm&hrﬁepeﬁnmunfﬂ:mﬁmﬁrmysigm&mtudﬁféﬂﬂmdmhe i

L_llluanpuﬂethnDPﬂd—-ﬂﬂS puhlicﬁleﬁ:rnmeddgﬂuiumlyﬂs. '
""‘(.i\““
A
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wehicle or squipment, end ite dete of
ufaetursr

man .
Retimated Annual Borden: For part
5§65 and pert 587, NHTSA setimatas tha
whlulummuhuhn-mwﬂl incur a total
annual howr burden of 388,760 and coat

burdan of §5,053, 750, For Part 541,
HHTSAnsﬂmntuthewhlnla
manufactnzers will incur a total annnal
hour burdan of 607,578 end cost burden
of §75.68 milllon.

Number of Respondants: 1, 0o,
Gﬂmﬂlﬂﬂgﬂm invdtad on: whathartlm

" proposed collection of Information s
DOCEANATY iurthntgnp parﬂmmmﬂuf

the functioos of tha Dapartm

imcl Mﬂtbnmﬁnm:tinnmll

meing
ha actical utllity; the accuracy of
Tﬂpr lautgmatnnﬂhuhurdan

nfiha proposed information collsotion;

ways to snbance the quality, utility end
clarity of the information ta be
collacted; and to minimiza tha
hurhnndmufm inal d.i:l:::tihuhmaﬂfn
DL TeAp ta, 12 e 4
automatad collection technimies
uthariumnufm:ﬁurmnﬁunmhmlugy.

[usd on: Septambee 23, 2004

{FR. Do I4-31431 Fliled 5-28-04; &ﬂam;l _
WLLNG OOOX ano-S8-F

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSFORTATION

MNational Highway Trafc Salety
Administration

U5 DOT nodntmmhr NHTA-2504~
15841]

Raports, Forma, and Recardiasping
Requirements -

Highway TmiTic
Safsty Administration (NHTSA),
Dapartment af Traosportation.
- ACTION: Requast far public commant om
s ppraved

" The OMB hes prom

. colisction of lnformeation,

an extension of & curreatly
collection. )

stAARY: Before u Fodaral can
collact cariain information Ernm&n

ublin, [t must zecaive approval from
aw Dffice af Mansgamant and Badget
[CIMB] Undupmnadmu astablished

k Reducton Act of

lﬂlﬂ hamwm king OMB approval,
Fedaral aganaies must aoliclt publie
comment m sed cellactions of
information, including sxtensions and
roinstatement of previcusly nppmwd
collecticne,

This documeat describas one
sollaction of information for which
NHTSA Intends ta ssek OMB approval,
DATES: Comments ouxat ba recaived on
or befors November 28, 2004.

muﬁmun: Conmwmnis mual yefer tn the
docket notice numnbers cited at the

mﬁmdﬂsmmﬂh
tted to Doakst Meanagem ent, Room

PL401, 4080 Seventh St;;d. S‘Ef'th:
‘Waeshington, DC 20980 by any :
following methods.

s Faderal m: hitp:it
www.rerelntiche. gov. he
Instractions for l-"lfmrbmi'ﬂ:lng conmnents.

Af.cy‘lhh site; hiip/f
J Follow the instrnetons for
-ubm‘ltl:lng comments o the Dockat
Managament Syators.
» Fax [202] 4683-2251,
FOR FUATHER IHW m&ﬁ
Complsta copies uast
collection af mﬁrmﬂunﬁy be
abtained st no charge from Carlita
Ballard, MHTSA 401 Seventh Strest,
SW., Room 6320, NV5-131,
w » DG 20504, kx. Baillard's
telaphotie number is {202) 3080048,
Fleasv ideatify the relevent collection of
information lry refarting to fta OB
Condrol Number,
SUPPLENEMTARY INFORBATION: Undm' the
Reduction Act of 1885, |
haitee 40 agsncy sulanits s pmpnmd
collection of informatiom to OB for
approval, It must Srst publish a
dacument in the Federal Ragicins

viding n GO-day comment p uriodaml
heh mnlu]twlthmmhusuﬂhn

public nnrlaﬁntnd EgEDCise Concerning
sach propaand collection of infarmatidn.
d regulativmse
what rmet be incladed in
nach a document. Under OWE's

- rogulstaon [at 5 CPFR 1320.8{d), an

must ark hpublll: comment oo

ol Wb o peoposed colloction o
tlan is nacessary L]
puﬂm-mmnnufﬂmﬁmmmnfw
agency, inchiding whether the
inhmnﬂnnwﬂlhnv;ﬁuﬂmlnhhtr
() The acorsey o agEneyra
extimata of the irden of the

ol
ity,
ation ta

(iv] Haw to tuinbmize the bupden af -
tha sollacHon of informetion on thoss

techniques
information technology, e.g. parmitting
eloctronic mibmission of respanaes,
- In comaplianca with t:;m: i
- requiremeants, NHTSA ou
comments on the following propasad
enllections of informetion:

Tiths: Prtitione for Exemption from
the Vehicls Theaft Preventicn Standard
{40 CFR 543).

OME Carndrel Nomber: 2127-0542.

Affected Public: Businese or other for-

Forn Number: Thia collection of
informatinn uses no siandard forma.

Abatract: 49 18,0, Chapter 331 o
requ.imithuﬂmmtnrr of Tmnsportation
to promulgate & thefl preveaticn i
standerd ta provide for the
idemtification of cartain motor vebiclew -
and thefr major roplacemont parta to
impede motor vehicle theft, 49 11.5.C.
soction 23106 dnﬂm-m

HE®
mhnaﬂaﬂw[uﬁdunhqur
theft as the Identificaton
system, Sectlon 543.5 is revised for cach
mods] year nfter modsl year 1998
manufacturer may petition NHTSA to
ﬁ::ummpﬂmﬂ:rm sdditional
of it's passenger motnr vehicles
from the requirements of part 541 of this

%rﬂln lichesd oo April B,
2004, tha Fedaral Motar Vehicle Theft
Preventien Standard waa sxtonded to
include all presongnr cars and
multiparposs passenger vehiclea with a
gross vehicls walght miing of 8.000
pounds or Jear, and to light duty trucks

with mejor parte thet ara
Interchanpeabie with a ty of the
cowered major parts of Do
passenger vahiicles, The E
bacomes effective 5 b 1, 2008,
Extfmatnd Annual oz @7 hours,

Numbsr of Reapondents: 3,

Tewund mno; Septemher 24, 2004
‘Sephan B, Krataioe,
Amhuamm#m Rolemaking -
[FR Noc. 04-21832 Fﬂa.:l B30 D4 B:A5 amj
LLENG CODE aik-80-E -

DEPARTHMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Nailonal Highway TrafMe Safaly
mstration

Adhml

Denial of Motor ¥ehlole Recall Petition
ABENCY: Natfonal Highway Traffle
Department of Transportaticn.

ACTIONE [lenial of potitions for an

" [nvestigation into allegsd defects in

Firastoms Stanltex tras.
reasons for the derial of two petitions
sutnnitted to NHTSA under 48 11.5.C,

30162 by the Lew Offices of Lisonl &
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Lisoni of Paapdena, Caiifornda,
pg that the COMMATCH &
igation of

a1l Firastone Stealtex tires manabetared
since 1995 and In thoss Stesltex tiree
Instdlled an ambalences, Affer a raviewr
of the petitions and other information,
MHTSA has concludad that further

m:pandlhmofthnngmmyl

va meeources om tha lanzes
raiand tha patltions dops not appear
wiranted, The sgency accordingly haa
denied the petitions. The mm

bareinafier idectifiad na
Stesltux tires] and NPO4-008 (Sieslte

tivew on aminalances).

FOR FURTHER INPORMATION CONTACT. M:r
T s Tooaatotion (O

Offtce of s Investigation (O],

NHTSA, 400 Seventh Streat, SW.,

W , DC 205a0. Talephone:

{202] Aga-0139.

SUPPLEMENTANY IHFORMATION:

Petition Raview—DPo4— 004 and DM
ans

1.0 .ﬁlﬂudu't.ﬂm
On May'12, 1004 thauwﬂﬂm of -
Linnnl I:I.ilnn.l [petitlcners) submitied
petitions requeeting that the Office
oﬂhfm:tl Investigation HODT}
comunence an invasigaton of Flrestons
Stealtex tirs to 4B UL.8.C
30182, and isyue a recall arder pursuant
to 48 11.5.G. Sections 30118{b), 30119,

"emd 30120, One petition pertains to ail
Stapliox tres manufachirad gince 1005
[(P04—004), and the other portains to
Simaltex Hres oo ambulanoss [DFM—
005). O bagan a technical review of

- DP0&—004 and -008 on May 28, 2004 In
sonardance with the provisinns of 480

LI’.SJ!.':. snim.mmngﬂmrwlm onr
data within Ita own

v'ah{c]a ownem questonnaire (VO

d.urtnhnn&
sarly roporting
[';EWR} dute submnitted by all tire
menufacturen gince December 2003;
s Exaymined u ioiml] of 100 Steelix
trea, 21 of which hed boon installed on

nmbulances;

« Hirad an indepandent expert to
examine 89 fallad Steuliex tirea hold by
Bridgestone-Firastons North Amverican
'I‘im[l?irutnna]unmhu.ityin
Mum:gu InHana; 1

+ Raquasted and analyzed data
purtaiuh:gmstoalmﬂrnpn'ﬁm:umuu
thupnﬂﬂmmtmhmd

l:llilt[ data requested from tha

potitioners;
» Witmsecod md Interviewssd the

patitimers’ consultards during their

’.'n"m'.lu!l' ﬂﬂh:;hﬂﬂm“.::ﬁ-l
nmpnnnt uﬂpﬂunﬂm oo o

axaminstion of fafled Stealtex tires at
Firma.ﬂhan.ﬂhiutachniml

primary
platbrmneqﬁppod with [ight trock
radial Hires over the last ten yoars;

» Interviewnd 30 of the ambualomes
operators cited in the 3 amd

» Intarviewnd a lpcel ambulanc: faot
operator nat cited in the petitions to
bettar understand appevaches to
ambulance tine nasge and maintonance.

Hasad om this tenhpics] revime, ODF
baa copoiudad that thapahtinnllhnuld
be denied.

2.4 Bockground

Staaltex Iv &2 model name &
tha majarity of light mnfin]
eold by Firestons since 1560, Over thia
tme perind, Firestone has manwfechured
in mxcem of forty million §teoltex tires
in three load rangos [C, I, end E), tea
typow [all terradn [AST) and ail semaom
(48, supsorded by the R4SIE), aond
twalve sizod ot five plands, Stoeltox tires
have boem the primary original

T age s, et iy
Sy iy
{Rc:']hlnﬂ ambulences) sold in thet time

Etmnyha{n.ﬂlhadupmuu H
mdmmyhmmzﬁnulhm
3,400 Ib per tire, More then beif of

Btealtex tirew are concentrated in throe

sizes: LT226/75R18, LT246/75R16, and
LTZB5/76R18.

[LTSﬁh]ultn Hrae are ;ft:m::k ?ldm :
tires twm
by plis oty e L L

the populstion of Steeltex Hrow there

"eclst o variety of deelgns that inchuds

2 dljdarwa]l n.ﬁgm::[m

FH o , and tirg
mwu:ﬁﬁrmmhmtmnl

d gage nrdu?l:n:.ld:.d hepe.

Cor G y L
LTR tires are shed from

radisl {P5R) tirea by having
plive, dvepee e depts, and

5 o , A

mbmmlyhighwhﬂnﬂmpmm
Thesa qualitias ennbls tham to carry
heavier loads and resist chipping and
tmaring, Howenrer, thesa chamclerietics
alen Increswe thalr senalHvity to usege
factore such ma ovedoad, atlon,
and overspead, Thiaiuduachiuﬂrtuthu
heat ganareted by thess actors and ihe
lozsar ability of thicker, haavler tree to
dissipats this hast, Hest promotes &
raduction in the material propsrtes fn
all radial tres. .

" ambulances pose

. QDI initiated it Aret investigation
(PEQD-040) af Stasitex Hros on
Saptamber 9, 2000. PEO0-D40 was
olpead oo April 9, 2002, Tha primary
bazea for the dacislan ta glnss ware the
fuct that the tirea under in tom |
displayad fallnra rates comp
thuwofLTRtl.rﬂan!d nﬁmrmaj:n‘
mlnﬁnturmmdthltmmy
fnih:mrapmudminﬂupnmdh!m
usags fartnrs cited abave, 0D alza
noted theat the vehicla bad the
[ergest influence on the oad of 2
tive fallnre causing a vahicle cresh,

ODI revisitod the queation of Stesltex
tirs fmiliras during Its technical reviaw
of a petition (DPG2-011) from the Law
(ffices of Liscnt & Liscni in Novemhbar
of 2002. DFD2-D11 allaged that &1l -
Btem]tex Hres nranufactured since 19490
winw defoctiva, thet QDT kad
ndesrcomnted VOO in s detabess, and
that Firestons had daliherstaly
undummdiuhihﬂﬁ;m o
deaisd DPO2-011 on hims 18, 2003 an
the basis that VOX) end Firestona figurss
had little since tha cloalng of
PED0—040 and that the petitiona aridad
ralativaly Uttla new data for
onaideration.

c
Tha petitions undoer cansldsration
hora that all Stesltax dves
menufactured slnce 1295 are dafactive
end that Stealtex tires ured om
et unaccephable safoty
rﬁkhﬂnmﬁmtarl{ldiwlsm
(EM3) aparators. Amungnthnthjw
the tery ‘contain
ﬂanirutumamntmdnuﬁnnnﬁmh
EXHn; nnﬁmdﬂbnlhxtlr&dunhcl]ity.
and potitioners” sssansyment from
thair examination of disabled Staattox
tiras in Firestona's custody.
20 mmhbuhmﬂ&adm
Tirew Predocsd Since 10950

3.1 ¥OQx Sinca the Dantal of BPO2-a11

Truring tha fourteon monthe gince the
danlal of TPC2—071, ODI bac recaived
2o Stealtax tire faiborm WOOu,
appreodmatsly of which
repartad tead & Fomxtoen
Vi ‘that tha thre fallum o to
a ctash, of which six invelved injurtes,
with no deaths.

In terma of dre ftment, r.‘:lmcmr;
hﬂimmﬁmmmwt
fhis shara of VOOu recolved, with
fust vncler half of the Stealiax e
failures ; hvwewer, none of
thaza involved & crash ar injury. RY

' Thiu dous not nchads Esttey malind to

X at tha

They peiftionons to Bude rHesin To dsts, COT I

awats of 37 wich Inttere, the mujorlty of wiinl,

-daacriba e failures thal v copaind fn the
VOO deishas, or Fiestony
chim databuse. Al but noa

nm:ndpd.whm

thena wremin
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complaints Jargaly imvalved the Ford E-
serlea dual rear wheal platiorn ndng
"LTZa25/75R18 LEE Stueltex R45 Hrew,
Pickup trucks accounted for a third of
the mnd half of the remaining
crush reports whils Ford Excursicns
squippsd with tirea pubject to Recall
04 T-003 accounted for a third of the
cranhan, and half of the infozsies. 2
Exchiding tires sublect to Recell 04T—
003, the tetal known Steelbae fnilure
V0Q count now stands at 1,451; of
which po8 report traad separation.
Thirty-four VIX]s repart vehicle
craahes, of which 28 led to Injarfes or
deathw, A total of 51 Injurisa and 8
deaths wars reported.
32 EWRDalm

OD] hegan receiving EWR deta from
all major tira manufactorare in .
Dunﬂmgurufﬂﬂﬂ Tl:l.lni.nnluﬂu:?lt;
on nction, adustments, prap

L claims, and death and

claima and noticas. Bumwn

datn sarliar this
le.llﬂlT—{lDﬂ
hq- found that, In
damage

;mm'nl.

clnimmhumvn-; to and. in
mhany casas balow the LTR, class
averoge, with a number of major LTR
tire mamdicturers having clnim
ratee. In all cases, for sach alxs of
Stoeltrx tirm, two or more competitars
npurlmmdhlghmpmplrtydamqp _
D]:Ila.lmmvimndthudntbnd
mnlnhnmdmﬁm(mllwﬂvdj
“olairm"} data and found that Steeltex
‘tres wera abave the mdustry avecage for
injury-cnly CTE. tire claim rates lnat had
peane of tha loveest fatal LTR Hra claim

Tndstﬂﬂlmwhaﬂurapnthmuf

" failure modes or underlylng cossas
eodetod in Steeltex tivea, QDT hirad

- Thumaa M. Dodagu, an expert in tre

- forensic analysis from o prominant tire
and matarials test [ab,” to mxamine Hrod
at Marange. A tatal of 89 Stasltex tires
wern randeomly selocted from within

= On Fabrusry 38, 1004, Firsxiooe shpotioad.
andy AaF om0 LT2A8/
AJST tires sunaiectored for OF
Bhawt on MY 30002123 Ford Escurdess S0V
Fimrtcas sstimated thel 207,000 of e Hrve wem
il !n parvica o that Hne

inahnldhmdﬂ:umﬂh
manufactorar codinenthy tha bighwet tn any  Injory.
of the cetogories descelbed A Flrx fulloen fa coiandd by ol Extremy

% fwrithvans Scisatlfc Sarvicay of Ao, Dhida Jovels of underinfation, & cxodithn that war
Ecrxdahod th arpert and ivnad o nipoct, svallshls  $dentiflad n parme Heew by both OO0y svpert iad
1n the DPG4-204 publle Al tha patiboners’ consnbaih

pach of threa Hra sizan,® half of which

hﬂibaanmminﬂdhyiﬁnpeﬁh
Accor to the report iasued by M.

Dodson, whils tire feilnre mades

uhluwdatMamgn similer at
the macroscopic level ware quite
?ﬂiﬂdwhﬂﬂimadﬁumndm—u&l
erapertive. The roport also stated
glannmmui difforent fellore modas
obesrvad did not indicata the prasenca
of & cammon or singoier underlying
cawss of filure. Fmthmm.tharapmi
nlzo foumndd that the uunﬂiﬂnm
and/oy appearances
mnulmntwlthﬂmmynfmduuf
tﬁ. ically seen in tirea of
size nnd typw, Lnege fectors
mhurnudhmdn mounting damage,

&t vopairs, and ovecdeflaction
ﬁﬂ fn Mr, Dodsan’s
o

DIE.

Tha QDI engineer who ated in
M. mdnmﬂ'fpmﬂnﬂm%u
Marengo aleo wiinnigad the petitéonesrs’
mxamination of 74 Stealtex in
Akren and obsarved many of tha mme

contributory factors and conditiona.

3.4 Flrestone Data
cmlmmmwmdnohhlmn?
mcaived by Firastone over the last ten
yours. After Altmring out Hres subject bn
Recall 04T-D03, mi ona, ang
tha moat obrvlous and flex-
fathares, ™ all Stealtay tire slzod and Hiew
show failure mies that are lowass than
thase obesrvod in pecr ERE Hroa. Tha
four largaat LEE tir slzxes continus to
acrount for 85% of clajme and all but
onw of tha norifatal injury crashes that
oocurred In 2002, 'Tires manufactored 1o
1989 accaunt for the higheat murmnber of

tlaime and of injury crashos.
OIX leo axamined Firestone's

warranty adjustment data and found ne
.u[gnunfadnfmttrmdmmﬂ. or in moy

In five lh::guwlnfwmuﬂ
JnUnIOATY, on
Indicaisa that Steeltex tires overall do
not stand gmt from their peare n terms
of iallure rates, end there are no
imdicetionn of & defect tremd,

&0 m&mm‘]m
or Ambulences}

41 QDIYOCh
ODI haa recatvad over 100 VOOa
reloting to ambulances owver the last tan

llh-urldﬂmmhhm:tm
clxbns, nnd are

[ |
Hﬂ ﬁlﬂhﬂm LTSW?II“I,“F

ll'.l.ndl.'l'lllmn.
?In thiy oasw, [hy \ears olalen cedery 1o Liwanlte
mnd cistms for brih propecty dusugs md parrnal

'- 22 VOQs allige

years, 2B ol which involve tires, four of
which reported concarna with valye
stem dueability or accesalbility, or
sldewell cracks, OF tho 24 VOXJs that
repart tivg fajlures, two Involved
Michslin Hres. One ofthe Michelin

compleints reported multdple sidewall
fnilyras that 4 aftar the
Aast convertad {QE rubbor valve

stamig ta metal clonp-in valve stama.
Tha ViD)Qs that report Steahinx Hra
failuren Involve Type I and Type 1
ambnlancss bassd o5 the F-as0
and E-350/—350 dual rawr wheel

" platformn. Meet of these failuras

vccutred on the rear axla. Nons of tha
8 craah, injory, or death.
Moot incddents ook place in 2008 and
2001, with tha mngt recent Incident
ocourring in Avgust 2003,
4.2 Firsstoae Datn '

Over the last tsn yeers, Firestone bhas

‘recaived a total of elght claims re

ta Stealtsx Hros on ambulances. She

One of the injury cleims way &[am[nnd
becanse tha in eralfd not he
mibetantiaded the LT245/76R10 LRE
tirm invalved displayad the classic Aex
failure mode ansociated with severs
nnderinflation, while the other claim,
Iwvolving tha-death and 8 non-faisl
oy ot oo
the property dumags claims

are mﬂnﬂdtﬂﬂhﬂtﬂ: R45/R45H Hras,
montly involving LT225/76R14 LEE
tirse. With the ofa

plied LEC tire snd two filores
dus to sxtremes faihre

- tirnas varled from two to five years in

service,
4.3 Ford Dale N
LTF.Rmﬂ producad IL{l:m vawt majority of
hln'ﬂqﬂippﬂ lmh‘lthnm le’
almost BO,DD0 over the Last ten
ynara, roar whesl vahicles, which
wure pradominantly fittad with Steoltax
tirae, armount for twn thirds of
ambulancs praduction, with Type I BE-
360/=450 cutawayw eccoant
almnst half of overall b
Ford informed QDI that it l:hnulu tra
fitmenta for srmimlance
on tha Hra"s
ad and joad

equippad vehiclws
ubllity ta meet
Turthes statod that

mzu.lre:nﬁnn.lt

It discourages vahicle modifisrs thae
convert cutawaye into fnished
mmbulances frvm changing tha OF tine
fitmenits provided by Fond,
Ford has received aixteon trerulatnd

complaints concerning ambulencon awer

tha last tan years, n quartar of which
ﬂhtﬂtnvﬂnshm?nak@mﬁm
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minlpplinﬂnn. The sole reported injory
cresh involvaed a Uniroyal Hre falling an
tha right rear posttion of 2 MY 1897

a0 n 201, Dne
tlonal crash wes in 20p2
that involved & p tira end o

io
' m:wnﬂhnhﬂmdmrapmdto
OTN, Firestons, ind Ford indicata that
Stealtax tire failures on ambulantes are

gpread ot overa unt poriod of
tim.a and ofisn involve usage factors
md:lumllupplimhm yelve starn
,nnmnfm{ﬂwmaﬂdmmd“bﬂnﬂm
crenplaints riem

ity and sonesa), “fl;rd

hnmds.ﬁddiﬁnnn]ly.m »
indicates that Steoltex Hres waza, until
2003, the predominmmt Hre usad in dual
raar whes] nmbulsmce spplications and,

thua, Iy wxposed to Hre lames
:::ﬂm with amimlance ppescation.

5.0 Petiban Allegatfone
" The mndunumllwn:

" whigh primarily roatate
thase in DPI3-011: that ODI baa
undertountod Stoaltees VOO tlmltha
voluma of complainta 19
nﬂdmmﬁlmmmimd
that the subjact ires coninin
memufacturng and matéarial defects, In-
contmmst ta DPGE-011, the petitionsrs
have now muamined a number of failed
Sinaltax tinm in Firsatone’s costody and
havo characterizsd their Andings as
aﬂﬂmnnthtthuhnnmdnbe&mln

and manuisctome.

_hunrlmndtlmmtwhh
submiitrad in the patitions and found
that they dn not damonstrate thie

. existence of tad defact trend
fnrmﬁpt;murn p-hnnhnllqe
ol a
wide érray of defscts throoghmat the

" variona sizes, load ranges, and desigoe
of Stealtex Ures manufacturad by
Firestans sincs 19595. Thlulull:u:ludn

Infarine raw
deqiate ﬁ

component gangee, bm

curing, Ina
mm&ulwm and

various ather dealgn and man;
deficlencies. 0Dy analywis of all of the
avallah!a tire failure data daes not
indicats thet the Steclten tires contefn a
defect conditicn nod cartalnly do nat

Ahﬂmndmpuﬂqwmm
'u thres sobmisdone Patitions DEM=-004
MWH—MMHI. 1%, 2004; a wokenlyxiom
daind Joly 20, 1004 that ¥ldwo tapes of the

H-mﬂutnp:ﬂmnﬂpl-ui‘m amd
rlpni 5.
" of thom allage fatheen mndas
snch o ey ailores, And st hreaks Bt e -
+ cl Farant Pream tread Bxthera mode
1damiifiag Ln the prittions. Wa forther aote et

thawe fallores am b carmad by mmy A faren
condima, incdading wege rtcrs. )

Infoenatioy; vl & tockoviesl
IO,

' not accurataly describe o disa

. a Ford E-390 BV.

support the pltl.hﬂn'l‘lﬂlllml of nzch

nhrmd of defacts,
unaru did oot mnduct anjr

thnuchlm:mdmm thadnimlm
in direct conflict with athers, For
axample, the current and prinr pettons
allsge that the Bieeltex tires contain the
sama dofoct aa the Wildarness A/T tires
Foﬂwslyumﬂndbyﬁmamd :
dentify o rubbes-vrire’
a.dhadnn. y demnonatratod by
ahﬁtyhrm”inthnbnltwira.umuf
cmurans. Exteneiva lah
ilyzom of hundreds of Wildermoas A7
T tiron parfrrmed by (0, Fieastone, andd
Ford the coures of RANOD-015
found good steal cord-mbber adhewion
e eina i ﬂvﬂmmk
saparationd in
m&:mughﬁuldmmhha:

n the twr steal balts, sather than
at the interfece betwsean the rubbar end
Somion ot Marengs dlepieged crisp

at

muitk-level tear in tha akim
rubber, good steel cord-
rubber adhosion. The repart submftted
by the petitioners ot the sud of July
containe many similar ioternal
contradictiony and scientific arom. 1
The patidcneres’ weabmisgion of
hllagnd mdmmdsmum:vuq:
thnmumn

Esﬂlgh Dl"ﬂ!—ﬂudm:lnl: .
pna-fith of thes complaists
vod tired sold by Firestona's
nnmpnﬂturu“m Firoabonw
mﬂwmmﬂmﬂmm
B o, of reports Eona that
wera not Hee Jallures wuch se vibratione
and wiir, In the and, seenewhet
et e e R . i
comng! ElN
a Stesltex tread saperation,
Exhi'hitlEund!'nnntn.ln

information concaming the petitionera”

tre sxeminations at Merongo, While the
petitoners nsed former Firestone
amployans as conssnlients, they applisd
foremnic conditiom codes thet ave net
nssd by Firestome and in ulm& do
tira

- condidom. Hl.n]' bazic mistakes wors
ﬂ. Im'!np:lt

ralatios tq thal of rynthetia

1 Fox cvarmmpla: FOC) # 74072 ropociesd snutipls
froad ol Mitlobwrdin LT 308/ 75X 16 hes on

#Hﬂm rond

r For woonple:
ASTPIGRITER1n |

bwrard demags o &
ilre on & 2000 Chrvrolst

mads, inaluding the misstatement of the
DOT covdo or consumer's nams ia almoet
a third of the recornds.
The patitlonera make numearons

raferenices to the ©B3 cont reducton

4 ponducted by Firastons in
tha mid 18908 as evideace of
unscceptabla radhiicHons to Steeltex tire
quality.?® Flreainne has stated that many-
of the recemmen dativma cited by the
petiticners ware never implomented. .
The petitioness have attsmpted to link
Firastone®s wearch for Lowir oost

- matarialp to & Ishor dispoty st & carbon

huﬂ mlu.tlua-ly ] nuhrlal
potitioners slso all

corde were weed,
rubbo:r adhesion: yatndnimn ubmd

g of stmng atesl sard-rbber
R hmnf%:hnﬂtnﬂtuﬂm .
axamines A huvs

allagad Mmmm
ahortaned 1o undercars of )
Stealtent Hres, that euch tHzea wonld
fadl in agrvice, but we node thet
fallure ahow that thess tires
ﬁunnu]l]rfn:llwﬂllntnthe&mﬂm

ves, on average after thres yoars of u=a,

and through their troad Hie,
Ila.l.hvg allegon that Stealts tirns

mmdenger ambulanos operatore and
contains tovo refarencas o pr

of ta an a reanlt of
u.mmtln
cortained in Exhibits A and B.

XN has
infenmation. Far
fatal -
aType II
awbalance thet left the road end ro)led
orvar. Closer invortigation kumd thet
that thers wae nn evidence of a pre-
cxash Hre failura, mﬂth!ltha'rﬂhmh
wae In fart fittad with Michalin Hrea.
Two of the complainants thet filed
signad statemants inchadsd 1 DPEd—
0DE ware not EMS pvervices and did not
operute ambuiances;1® the vahicls crash -
axpariencod by the Kinross EMS woa
not caused bry n tire Gilure;2? und fully

110 DAt 1 DO Lo e B0 a7
00z
bechmical rrviews of DPI3-011, mm.stm'
mhﬂﬂdhu}n&ﬂlﬂidm]umﬂllm
Teduation oo end atiens .

hﬂmaﬂmdnlruulnt‘dﬂ in
A _ ing .u;,r
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ana third of the EMS sarvices nontacted
by O did not experience a tice fuflure
whils driving.i* )

8.0 INrcussicn

nd whathar o opan a
dafact o into a product, ODI
typically considers a number of factore,
dependent upon the alieged defect and
companent gt fasue, The decision -
w tn fe-opan an investigation ints
Firestons Stesitect Hrus waa baged on
consideration of a namber of attors
1dantifed during the coumse of the
. technical review. Thess consldaratinma
wite discumad at length sbove and
inchide such iteme aa tha mumber and
trand of owner oom; , clalma end
adjustment data, the onmber and :
sovarity of Injury claime, and evidence
of a possibls source und mede of fallura,
Standing slome, no ous factual
apmaideration was dispositive. For
example, the et that the a
property damage claims rates for
Stoeltax tires niay bave been comparable

considersd as wall, such ax the nomber

end asverity of Incidents
asapclaied with the Hres, and tha varisty

of failure md.j[ﬁung obsermed during

CHi's tira moaminationa.
Ax noded (i the denfal of DPD2-011,

tha anhject Stanttex tires
immnanee and divexse po
that are usad In tha
applications. The daen contlnue to shose
. that the rate of Stéaltex Hia milores i
elmilar to that of pther tives in timilar
18

l'.h':['ll..‘:u= one data snd YOO show
ot Clasa H, TEpTEgan "]

. ralati mallmuntufufglﬂdslthnt
uso Staaltere tirmn, acomant for the largest
ahare of recent failures, but a vory small
shares of the crash numbare. Class C RVy
-mmuﬂg:dn]lyuwmlpmﬂn
application hacause, iy design, they
opamts very close to the tires” mted
capacitior, are mubjact to Hea prosnae

maintenancs concerns, and acimulate
mil li_llnwarrll-ntbnn moxt othar

pipripped with L'TR tira.
Addit

t tire
failars

LTR tirm

¥
expart ODI retained to axamine
an assortment of faflsd Stealtex Hres

- wasunable to Aind evidante of any
specific type or mods of fallure in tha
tires, Hix examinatlon concluded that
tho tirgs damonstrated avidencs of &
wide variety of falhoe madss, all of
which ware consiatant with the failures
muodsa typically ssan in tires of
comprrabis size and type, regurileas of

mannfacturer.

i In thase Soxisocws, rporied vahve

cumpinmis
riwm Lankegs, vibratirn, balges, and treagnler waar., |

pudstion of Gres

- prioritize NHTEA" limited reermrcas tn
minslom, ODI in l’.ﬂnﬁﬂﬂ

With regard to umbulanea
applicatinne in pariicalar, tire
by G and warveys comnaed by

LI, oon '
Fireatone 1:||i~:'l1tu.w1iIII meovered nﬂdn:gu of
sigmificant tire meintenmoe conmma
(meny of which alae apply to RVa). ODI
examined 21 ambulance tires and found

nrany of the same conditions o
flax fadlures and

at Marsngo, including

road hazards The dual rear
whaal arrangamsmt on many
ambulancer cften renders the inner
valva stern Inaccaantbls, makding it
difficn |t to aegura that propar
are maintained. Up to 4 third of the
vahic!es 5 Firestone
evidencad suhstantial underinflaton of
their tires. This is sepecially aignifcant

' bacause, llke RVs, embulancos operstn

vary closa to the maxdmum carrying

" capacity of their Hres most of tha Hme. 1%

7.0 Condusions
Based on ODI's annlysls of .
patition nd:liu.iﬁnnnl hpln;!ilfnggf&a
T orEm) t
claims informution gathered sinoa the
DP02—011 denial, and Ha sxansivetion of
fallad Stanitec tives, it 13 unlikely that
NHTSA wonald lsmas an order for tha
notiflcation and iveady of e

. relnind defsct in tha mibject tires ot the

conclusion of the In
th‘ T]l.BrlfDIﬂ.

raqusstad by petitioners.
[ yiew af the nesd to allocate and
beat pecomplish the agemey's safety
01in gonylg e peitont
.11 ]
continas ntfﬂ monitor the
performanca of theas tirea for nry slgna
af an emerging defoct trend.
A a8 ULEC,
of mthmt;r'ﬂ-_.ﬂrum mﬁﬁ&?’fw
Ingund on: September 24, I004.
Koxmwath N. Weloaimin,

" Arvocicle Adminfrirdor for Enforcement.
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DBPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Raasarch ind Speofal Frogmma
Administratfon

Pipeline Swiety: Hazants Agsoocistad

With De-Watering of PlpeBnss

AGENCY: Rupeerch and Spectal Programs
Administratbon msrm,%l:rr.

v Bamedd nn Pl irod ol opacatiorsl and
malntesam isvow (duntified o dosl ey whest

m-glmmmihumumum.
MNHT. to oondtict Gilrech ectivitie to the
s EV commmmities tn an affort 19 Logoom

wmhicleitir axd tew maintankans
Joading L]

" - AGTION: Notlos; lssuance of advianry
bulletin

BUMUMARY: On June 21, 2004, the
Kascarch and
Adminictratien’s Office of Pipaline
Safety [REPA/JOPS) immnand Ag i
Enllatin ADB-04-01 ta owmars
oparatora of gea and hezordans
pipu]inuﬂtn utu:ddﬂt the hazardy
asscciated with pipeline de-watering
nrlginallylu:;nli y with the

1 r onal
3 and Health aﬁnmawmm .

(OSHA) 2 Safety and Health
Information Bulletin SHIB D8~21-3004.

FAR PUATHEA INFORMATION CONTAGT:
Richard Huriaux, {202) 305—4586; orby
s-mall, delord. huriaus@npa d 3
This documemt can be viewsd o

0P8 homs page at kitp://ops.dot. yov.
Thaungmng i um tin iamyed by
OSHA brer vi ot JitpsiS

www.caha.gov,

bajuring exployees. In one instance, the

-wnparatad ssction of pipe waa thtovm 45

fest from wherm it had y aftached tn

the tam de-watering valve. OSHA
datm'nunn:lpuugut a mafor contributing
factor to both of tha accidents wos

wore not adsquataly secured

] 13 prrewen
the piping from moving .In
mmmmmm

" coupler thet wee not belng usad within

the safn tolorences established by the
mnuﬁutl;[mr inTald, o b

Aftar a pipeline i " fig
Euthmndumndtummit:ﬁmmtqpny' 3
Hydrostatic tecting mny alsa he
condacted durng the servics lifs of tha
pipﬂ]igmtnmhlmﬂsupunﬁnnu]
integrity. The hydrostatic test conaists of
pumping water inta the pipeline, :
pressuring up the line ta specifiad tast
prearuras, gad that prewnrs for
a dlerrets porded of time in accordance
with jcable regulations snd
gl  including regnlations




