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Felruary 1, 2005

William Balkwell
Shesifl’

Sarazota County

2071 Ringling Boulevard
Sarasota FI, 34237

Dear Sheriff Balkwell,

My wife and I are sending this letter to express our gratitude and compliment vour
Department for the life saving actions of one of your off-duty personne] on the foggy
evening of Jensry 30, 2005,

At that fime my wife and I were driving home (ezst) on 1S 41. Before approaching the
Jacaranda Blvd interzection my car developed an clectrical maifimetion. When 1 stopped
for the treffic light at the head of the left turn lane to Jacaranda Blvd. all systems in my

car shut down. Traffic was coming from my rear, and my vehicle's lights had gone out.

Out of the traffic a amall car pulled up behind us, Hlarninating our car. A young woman
Jumped out and insiructed me not to stand in the road and my wife to get out and away
from our cax.  She directed traffic awsy, and then helped us phone the Sheriff*s office
and AAA. After about 20 minutes AAA amrived, and surprisingly my car’s starter
functioned again and we were able to leave the scene followed by the AAA trock.

The young lady thet helped us introdnoed hexself as & Sheriff”s Department employee, ang
modestly accepted our thanks, She said her name wes Debbie, but would not give us her
last name,

If not for her swift actions we might not be here to write this letier to you today.
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