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This car was 1697 Saturn SL2, AT, brand new purchase (original owner), had extended
service warranty, was well-maintained ali times regularly at Satumn dealership, had 4
rand new tires (Goodyear Eagle HP P185/65H15). The car was at the dealership twice
in 2004 prior to the accident for 30K service and oil change. No prior vehicle damage or
mechanical defects. '

PROBLEM: Suddenly complete lost of steering conirol. The car swerved between lanes.

driver was going to exit the highway in a couple railes, signaled to move right to lane #3 s -
from the cener lane (Lane #2). She suddenly felt that the car jerked to the right, se she

tried to correct that, but the car swerved all the way to the left 1o the concrete center

divider (did not hit if), then to the right, and finally stop at the right shoulder. Tree
branches took the impact. Could not control the steering wheel at all, Luckily no one was
hit and she got out alive. :

This was a single car accident, not involved with the others (luckily) on the highway. The \
3)\-/

5 Cali - Traffic jsion ;

»  P-1 was driving V-1 on SR-85 S/B ia the # 2 lane at approximately 60 MPH (speed
limit; 65). All of a sudden, P-1 lost conirol of V-1. P-1 turned V-1 1o the right then
back to the left in an attempt to regain control, but could not. V-1 traveled acress all
southbound traffic lanes, onto the right shoulder and up the dirt embankment and then
come to rest .

= V-1 sustained major damage as a result of this collision. The car was TOTALED,

The roadway is straight, flat, dry and the weather was clear and cool. No unusual
conditions. "

P-1: Passenger 1 (Driver)
V-1: Vehicle 1
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{ FACTUAL DIAGRAM LEGEND:

2
3 POINTS OF REFERE
4

5 Reference Point #1 (RP1): North road adge of Fremont Avenue U/C.
& Reference Paint #2 (RP2); Woest roadway edge of SR-85 S/B.
; .
8 Vehicle Point of Rost;
; 8
10 anleh #1 (Satumm) Right front tire: .1 miias minus 3ufaat norm ofthe nurl:h road edge of the
| 11 Fremont Avenus U/G, and 10’ west of west roadway odga of SR-85 B/B. .
12 R .
13 Vehicle #1 (Saturn) Right rear tire: .1 miles minus 26 feet north of tr‘i’é ﬁdri:ri road edga of the
14 Fremont Avenus UIC, and 1’ west of the west roadway edge of SR-85 S/B. '
15 -
18
17
‘18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
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| was dispatched to a call of a traffic collision with an ambulance responding at approximately
2145 hours. | responded from US-101 S/B at Embarcadere Road and amived at the scene at
approximately 2155 hours. Upon my arﬁu‘ai._l detarmined this to be a traffic collislon with minor
injuries.” All times, speeds, and measurements in this Investigation are approximata.
Measurements were taken by visual estimation. o '

Ww o~ o AW N -
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SCENE;

el
e

Af the scena of this collision, SR-85 is a north/scuth alighed freeway within the city fimits of
Mountain View. The roadway consists of three lanes for southbound traffic. Southbound trafflc is
separated from northbound traffic by a concrate center divider. The roadway is siraight, flat and is
composed of primarily asphalt. The roadway was dry and the weather at the time of my arrival
was clear and cool. See factual diagram for further scene description.

- ek ak mk =k =k
- @ o A N

18 P ES:

19

20 Party #1 (Ozdemir) was contacted located lying on a backboard next to Vehicle #1 (Saturn) and
21 was identified by a California Driver's License. P-1was placed as a party in this collision by the
22 following: '

23 P-1's statement, of driving V-1.

« P-1's location, lying next to V-1.

» Drivers seat adjustment.

P-1'e injuries.
« Witness statements.
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1 Vehigle #4 {Saturn) was located on the right shoulder, up a dirt embankment, on its wheels facing

2 in a westerly direction. V-1 sustained major damage as a result of this collision including damage

3 to the following:

4 = Missing right front passenger door panel.

5 « Missing right rear passenger door banat.

6 « Shattered windshiekd. |

7 » WMissing front bumper.

8 « Dented and buckled hood.

8 « Bent right front rim.

10 No prior vehicle damage or rnauhank:al defects were nntad or claimed.
11 . - 14 .
12 STAJEMENTS:

13 Ep_rg__{QMjﬂwas contacted at the collision scane Iylng in the badtoftl'leAmaﬂoan
14 Medlcal Responder Ambulance (AMR} and related in essance the following: P-1 was driving V-1
15 on SR-85 S5M in the #2 lane at approximately 60 MPH. All of 2 sudden, P-1 lost control of V-1, P-
16 1 tumed V-1 to the right then back to the left.in attempt to regain coritrol, but could not, V-1 -
47 wavelad across all southbound traffic lanes, onto the right shoukder and up the dirt embankment.
18 P-1 was unabie to recall anything further. '
19
20 Wimesa #] (Jacques) was contacted at the colllsion scens and related in essence the following:
21 W-1was driving his vehicle on SR-85 S/B in the #2 lane approximatsly 200° behind V-1, W1
22 stated he saw V-1 fur sharply to the right then to the left and then back o the right, crossing all
23 southbound traffic lanes and onto the right shoulder. W-1 stated he then saw V-1 travel up the dirt
54 embankment and then coms to rest. W-1 did not see any impact prior to V-1 kesing control.
25

28
27
28
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Party #1 (Ozdemir) was driving Vehicle #1 (Saturn) an SR-BS S/B north of Fremont Avenue in the
42 lane at approximatsly 60 MPH. Foran uniknown reason P-1 lost control of V-1. P-1 tumed V-1
sharply to the right in attempt o regaln control of V-1, Due to P-1's unsafe tuming movernent V-1
began to fishtail out of control. V-1 iraveled In a westerly direction, crossing all southbound trafflc
lanes, onto the right shioulder and collided with the raised asphalt curb st the west road edge.

After colliding with the raised asphalt ourb, V-1 continued to travelin a westerly direction, up a dir
bankment and the right side of V-1 colldedwith & gixgalyptus troe. After the colfision, V-1 |
came to rest on the dirt émbankment on its wheels facing a westerly direction.

AREA OF IMPACT:

R

A.O1#1 (V-1 vs. Raised Asphalt Gurb) was located .1 miles north of the north road edge of
Fremont Avenua U/C, and st the west road edge of 5 S/B.

A.O.L. #2 (V-1 vs. Eucalypius Tree) was ocated .4 miles minis 20° norh of the north road edge of
Fremont Avenus U/C, and 25" west of the west road edge of SR-85 5/8.

4

CAUSE:

Party #1 (Ozdemit) caused this collision by tuming Vehicie #1 (Saturn) to the right In an unsafe
ranner. This is a violation of 22107 CVC which states: No person shall tum a vehicie from a
direct course or mave right or left upon a roadway unfil such movement can be made with
reasonable safety and then only after the giving of an approprate signal in the manner provided in
this chapter in the event any other vehicle may ba affected by the movement.
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