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Dear Safety Representative, _

Tt ie my understanding that the log book is designed as a safety control by insuring that
truck drivers get the amount of sleep needed to safely operate a motor vehicle.

Marny studies have proven that sleep is a must for safe operation of heavy machinery such
a5 a Kenworth model T2000.

Even in a quality cab such as the T2000 there are plenty of noises to overcome to get a
shift of rest but someone at Kenworth has threatened this concept by with the advent of a
devise that insures that many drivers will not get this much needed sleep.

The idea Kenworth had was that a driver not forget to cancel a turn signal and drive
aimlessly down the road with a signal light flashing for miles on end by installing a very
gharp audible devise with a piercing sound like many alarm clocks have. In fact it is the
alarm clock speaker. And to further complicate things a resoireeful driver might well
1oose his or her job by disabling this devise to gain sleep and sanity becavse this devise is
also the Low Air Indieator werning that is required by law. This iz necessary because
most heavy equipment braking systems operate on air pressure. So if there is no air the
driver probably needs 1o know that.,

Turn signals are necessary to convey the intent of the operator to other motorists and
pedestrians alike and are used to indicate that & driver will be meking & turn onto ancther
thoroughfare or into g gervice or business. It is alzo nsed to change lmes. Lane changes
ocecur for many reasons including traffic congestion, lape selection for rouling, courtesy
for emergency vehicles such as Highway Patrol aiding end ticketing on the road shoulder,
and other motorists using this ares. This adds a safer distance between stopped vehicles
and large vehicles that ae imoving on the highway. It may also be used to signal a heads
up to following traffic to be alert because the driver feels that their view of a hazard may
be obstructed by road tiajectory combined with the size dimensions of the signaling
Many trucking companies use & combination of two drivers in one vehicle called a Team.
This helps to insure rested drivers on expedited deliveries, Obviously both drivers cant
drive at one time so one drver is required fo sleep in a feirly sccommodating wait
attached to the driving area called a Sleeper Berth or Sleeper.

Since the Sleeper is attached to the driving quarters the operating driver must be
congiderate to his or her co-driver by limiting nefses as much as pessible to insure that a
restful sleep is obtained. This is important be cause the drivers life and safety depends on
the rest thst co-driver geis as much as the co-driver depends on the safe driving of the
driver operating the vehicle as they sleep, Many Temmns operate on 5 hours on and 5 hours
off cycles. Mcaning that while one works 5 hours the other sleeps 5 hours. Though law
allows other schedules effectively one drives while one sleeps. This schedule may go on
for days weeks and even montha at some companies.

So, for just one shift imagine that you are home in bed and you have been up later than
normal and have to get up carly for a great important and testing task. Also imagine thet
this will be 5 hours of sleep. Now imagine that someone has set your alarm clock to go
off once an hour for five hours. Do vou think that you would be rested? Maybe. Now lets
say that it is set to go off every half hour while you try to sleep, That might become
imitating and you might make it through & work shift without dozing off. But if you did
doze off and someone was injured or died from it would that be a problem? Well I think




it is sate to say that turn signals don™t go otf with the Iwoury of regularity and I feel it
very conservative to say that that a driver might signal for some reason 5 1o 10 times per
hour. Even at fwo times per hour you wounld be awakened fen times in your 5 hour rest
(rest?) period. Even more times in a longer sleep period.

My personal experience with this is that the noise becomes a torture. Psychologically it
becomes physically painfil. 1tend fo only use my signal when I absolutely must 1o avoid
the sharp nvise and irritation smd sggravation and «r spare my partner this grief,

This subjects me to ticketing but 1 no longer care. It tried ty stamina and deprives us of
vest and silence. Even for & solo driver the noise is simply ridiculous, unnecessary, and
uncomforiable to say the least.

I feel this is a sefety hazard rather then o benefit and [ know that 1 am not alone. I have
conversed with meny drivers operating the T2000 for other trucklines and they have
adrmiited digconneeting the devise. Many did not even know that it is inclusive of the fow
Air warnim:..

Can’t there be a better idea and a fix for this? Can’t Kenworth do a voluntary recall on
this well intended idea but obvious bhmnder? Isn’t it possible {0 separate and isclate the
Low Air Systemn and install a normal and quieter signal indicator?

1 like the concept. Drivers of all ages occasionally forget to cancel a signal.

But couldn’t & warning come on once a signal has been on for an unusual length of time
and have a way to override it if it is legitimate?

1 am in much need of your help i this matter and time is of the essence.

PS5. I do not own this vehicle but venture to sey there are well over 100,000 on ULS.
Highways every day. Drivers are disabling this device and driving withowt it. My intent is
not to force people to drive with the insane noise but to have the mannfacturer fix the
problem that forces drivers to resort to disabling the device. PLEASE belp!



