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Buble & rtscaciates, Yne.
Accident Consultants 4+ (e A S

October {8, 2001

Ms. Terry Cavazos

Claim Specialist : .
STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANY SANDERA SO

10725 Bandera Road
San Antorio, Texas 78725

RE: Inswed: NN
DVA: 17 April 2001 -

OCT 2 2 2001
el PULL

Dear Ms. Cavazos:

. At the request of State Farm Ins. (originally Frederick Douglas), we were asked to
examine a brake boosier from the insured’s 2001 Ford pickup truck that was involved in
a multi-vehicle accident.

I received the booster from Mr. Dougles and then enlisted my mechsnical
investigator's assistance in examining the booster te determine if it was defective and
cornributed — caused the accident in question. _

Prior to receiving the booster, it had been examined by Jerry Feimley of San
Antonio Brake. My investigator, George Wilbom, met with Mr. Felmfey to review his
observations and tests.

Mr. Wilbomn then conducted his own independent evaluation of the boester. His
findings concur with Mr, Felmley's and that is the rubber diptram compoaent was
creased or folded during assembtly. This crease in time allowed the booster 10 leak and
not maintain the vacuum required to provide ity designed assist during braking.

This information in combination with Mz. ¥an Patton’s description of the brake
pedal application being non-respensive and requiring “hard™ pressure on the brake pedal,
indicates that the brake booster failed to provide the ususl and expected brake power
assist when Mr, Van Pation tried to brake and stop his vehicle,

When the booster fails, the driver is surprised and then usually atterapts a harder
application of brakes, The reduced assist reduces the stopping ability of the vebicle and
may result in a collision when uader normal functioning, the vehicle could be safely
stopped under the same accident scenario. This is the scenario described by Mr. Yan
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Pattion and supported by the evidence of booster failure.

It is our opinion that the manufacturing or assembly defect in the brake booster
diaphram caused Mr. Van Patton to not be able to timely and safely stop his vehicle.

This repott is predicated upon the information available at this writing and
information considered hence could form the basis for additional findings.

(U e

Charles R, Ruble
Accident Analyst

If you have any questions, please let us know.

George Wilborn
Mechanical Consultant
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