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Fab 29, 2004

RE: TRW Recall
Drag Link Assambfy

My hushand il ard | owned our own 10 wheelad Dump Tryck and
WO in the Paving business here in Santa Clara County Cat for many
yiEars. was rever ons for letting anything go on his tuck, If he wasn't fiing
somathing he was looidng for the next thing that needed to be repained His safaty
and that of tha driving public was a must for us both.
S0 on Sept 6 2000 M noticad that we whene in need of a front end afignment.
He ieft the job she and went to Cumming Hendersen Service Canter in Santa
Clara Cal.
While going over the things that nesdad to be repained it was noticed that the
drag Wnk was in nead of raplacement The work was fmished on Sept 10 2000.
I retumned to work on Sept 11 2000, We worked through about Oct 14 2000.
The truck was parked &t our home unti] Qct 29 2000. As we work in the paving
business we don't work in the rain, which is why this truck sat for that time. On
Oct 30 20000 retumed to work.
Eight days later on Nov & 2000, was a shori day, lllleft the job at Shoreline
Buid In Mt View Ca and U.5. 101, traveiing east bound on 4.S. 101 for just 10
miles before the drag fink failed. This took place about & 140 feet east of the 87
offamp on 101.
Tha truck was in the slow kina and left the rond. At which point the right side 5
wheela got over the guardrail, while the [aft side § whesls stayed on the road side
of the: raii. This drove tha truck nto the ign pole, &t which powtt the truck rolled
over on it's fight side, with the driver pinned inside.

The front axie was detachsd in this crash, the first time | saw the truck after the
crash,in the tow company's yard, the fronl axde was in the the dump box. The keft
gide of the truck was pushad back to the drivers side door. The stearing whes!
was pushed Into the drivers seai. The Cummin's engine housing was broken and
you could see the insida of the bottom end of the block, The transmisslon was on
the grown outside the truck The ledt tront freme rall was bent back 50 dagrees
and was displaced cvar 20" fram the front end. The laft side fue! tank was
detached from tha frame and was on the ground as weil. The front and rear
motor mounts were brokan, the steering box was sl secuned to the frame. Tha
stearing box input shaft was braken at the bax, The drag ink was detached from
the piiman arm. And the front croesmember was bent. The stesfing wheel was
pushed into the back of the driver's seat. The roof of ihe cab on the drivars side
wes pughad in and down about § to 10 inchas.in short thee was nothing worth




salavaging on this truck_ it was a total loas.

I injury’s were really bad. Thera was lnow way he could have surviived this
accident. it happened eo fast that ha didn't stand & chance io e, His injury's
wers gs follows. Thers wae a large curving lacesation to the upper left forehead,
that extended back through the upper loft scalp. It was 5 inches in lergth and
curved m shape and extends down to the skull, and is nearly horizonial # had an
extension off the posterior inferior end that was 3 inches in langth. On the [aft
gide of his face just below the lip, was & tear in his face that went clear back 1o
his spire.! could see clear into his mouth {a the right side on the inside.His 3rd
bone in his neck was broken. Fis thumb was tom off to his wrist, His abdomes
was (rashed to just above the pubic bone trom where the steering whae! had
been pushed in by the Impactin this case seat beits wene all but u

had marny other injurys 1o his . Due 1o the rofl over on 1o tha trucka right side,
and the massive head ﬂuumbﬂm pinned by hia laft foot, and bled to death,
as he was hanging upaide down. This took about 25 minutes, Time of death was
11.37 am. Nov 6 2000




— Feb 29 200¢

RE: Statemant
To Whom [t May Concemn:

Thars ane some things aboutls accident that need to be said hene, so as to
make It clear. . First tha Vin number on the truck ia ondy 11 numbers long. Histhe
only one thene is, and Cal DMV says it's right We bought this truck frem a
trucking company on the aast coast in Feb of 1988, and | can't remember thems
name., 30 soma of the Informadion is not there for me to give you.

There is no way | can provida you with the part in question, aa this tnuck was
dismanited and gotten rid of by someone other then me.. This was done without
my knowledge.and with salavage papers that | did rot sign. | do however have
the repair blls showing all work and parts that where done 60 days bafore the
acridert.

it is ciear to me that someona wanied Il accident and death 1o go away real
bad. Scmeona didrt want me to know the truth. If need be | can provide these
papars as well, they are in the hands of my Lawyer. 1| should be noted ihat fo this
day either Ford nor TRW has aver notified me that thés part was on necall. if fact
Cummin/Henderaon the shop that did this work has never told me that this part
was on recall either. Kis clear to me that this recall began befora tha part was
inatalled on our truck. What isn't claar to me is why we whare never notifisd
about this recall. Baing in the Trucking buginess it's not like we couldn't be found.

| had the truck moved from Campbell Towing to Specility Truck Parts in San Jose
Cal on Nov 19 2,000. with orders that i was not to be touched.

| nenw know that they dismanited the truck o Dec 12, 2000. | did nit sign the
pink slip over to my ing. Co untii Fab 28 2001.1 don't know who or how they got
the salavage papers. But somebody sura doas .|

Below is a ligt of Information that may be of help with this.

Truck
1979 Ford Model # LNT 2000
Virdt WB0LUVDJ7335




Repah'_Shop
Cumrming Hendarson
2425 Scott Bvid

Santa Clara Cal 95050

Phi¥ 408-727-4440

Salavage Yard
Specility Truck Parts
1805 tndustrial Ave
San Jose Cal

Phit 408-998-7272
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CHP 358 (Rav. 7-3¢) OP) 042 J Pags 1
DATE OF MCIDENTCLCIARENCE | TME @ao0) NGIC HUWEER | OFFICER LD, NLMABER v NUMEER

11-06-C0 1217 8340 15794 11-118

“X* ONE X" ONE TYFE SUPFLEMENTAL (" APPLICABLE) -

[ Narrative [J Coliisicn Repart [] BA Update 3 Fatal [ Hit and Run

e Supplemental E Ciher: Veh. Insp. [ Hazardous materials O ScheoolBus S Other:

[OCATIONEUSLECT STATE HIGHWNAY RELATED

San Jose: - BJ Yes [ No

in response {o a request from the CHP San Jose Area Office, the CHP Golden Gate Divislon
Motor Camier Safety Unit conducted an inspection of a vahicle invelved in a traffic collision.

ingpection Conductad By
MCS 1 0. Jshning A1D477
1551 Benicia Road
Vallejo, CA 84581

Inspecticn Location Inspecticn Date(s)
Campbell's Towing 11114/Q0 and 11/15/00

14861 Tarminal Ave,
San Jose, CA 95112
(408) 295-7490

Vehicla idantiflcation

1878 Ford 8000, 3 Axle Dump Truck
WIN No. WSOLNVDJI7 355
Calif. Licensa Na: 3H423225
Registered Owner  Bob String inc..

inspecti ocus and Objective
Inspect vehicles for pre-coellision mechanical defect(s) and/or condition(s) that could have caused

or contributed to the traffic collision. Tha inspection was limited to the braking, stegring and
suspension systams, tires, and wheels.

PREFATER'S NAME usd | D. NUMBER DATE REVIEWESE S MAME DATE
D. Jehning AID477 - 01/24/0% R. Isham ABG525 1/24/01
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Pre-lnsbection Observations ,

The‘vehicle was stored outdoors on a concrets surface. The front fxle was detached and in the
bed of the truck, The front left side was displaced to the drivers seat. The engine bellhousing
was broken and the transmission was piaced on the ground outside of the vehicle. The left slde
of the engine was damaged. The hydraulic pump, was missing, and the air compressor and fuel
puUmp were broken at the flanges. The left front frame rail was bent at approximately 90 degrees,
20° from the front. The steering box was stilf securely attached the frame rail, The steering box
input shaft was broken at the box. The drag link was detached from the pitman arm. The isft
side fuel tank was detached and beside the truck. The front and rear motor meunt were broken.
The front crossmember was bent. Thers was an oil leak at axle 3, right side, soaking the linings

and the brake drum. The axle 3 spring brakes {parking) were held off by caging bolts, instailed
by the tow truck driver, '

Yehicie Inapectlon

Brake System

The vehicle was equipped with an FMVSS 121 split air brakes systern, comprised of an air
compressor, air dryer, air supply reservoirs, air pressure gauge, low air warning device, check
vaives, brake pedal, and “S" cam drum type brakes on front and rear axles. All brakea chambers
and slack adjusters were intact. Push rod stroke was not measured due to collision damage.

Axle 1

Brake drum size 16" by §"

Brake chamber size 16

Slack adjuster pivot length 5.50”

Slack adjuster type. autamatic *
Axla 1 | eft

Upper brake shoe friction materiai remaining 375"

Lower brake shoe friction material remaining 375"

Brake drum diameter not measured.

Brake drum surfaces wers smocth and free of visible defacts.
Biake hose was disconnectad at the brake chamber,
Foundation brake was correctly assembled with no visible defecis,

Axle 1 Right

Upper braka shoe friction material remaining S00™

|ower brake shoe friction material reraining 500"

Brake drum diameter not measured.

Brake drum surfaces were smooth and free of visible defects.
Brake hose was disconnecied at the brake chamber.,

The brake chamber diaphragm had a 2" cut glong the outer rim.
Foundation brake was correctly assembied with no visible defects.

PREPARER'S MAME me 1D, KUMBER DATE REVIEWER G NAME

DATE
D. Jehning A10477 0124401 R. Isham A6526 1724/01
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Tread depth remaining
Inflation pressure
Brand

Load range

Load ratings

Tire condition

Axle 3 Left inner
Tread depth remaining

Inflation pressure
Brand

" Load range

Load ratings
Tire condition

Axle 3 right inner
Tread depth remaining
Inflation pressure
Brand

Load range

Load ratings

Tira condition

Axle 3 right outer
Tread depth remaining
Inflation pressure
Brand

Load range

Load ratings

Tire condition

Note #2: Tire tread dapth measuremen(s were achieved from the msjor tread grooves ef or near
the 12 o'clock{vaive stem} position. Meaasurements indicated begin from the oulside of the tire

44327, 232", 21327, 41327

85 PSI )

Dunlop SP 160

H

€170 Lba. At110

Free of visible uefects. Retread with groove tread.

932", 10132°, 10/32°, 9/32"

84 PSI -

Briigestone R293

H

6170 Lbs. At110

Freo of vigible defects. Retread with groove tread.

4/32"°, /32", 3132", 432"

85 PSI

{unknown} $t903

&

5546 Lbs. ai 85 PS5,

Free of visible defects. Retread with groove tread.

214327, 17732", 20432"
98 P5I.

Harcules DML

G

5640 Lbs. At 85 PSI.

Free of visihle defacts. New with lug tread.

and progress across fo the inboard side of the tire.

Wheels

The vehicle was equipped with cast § spoke wheels with steel bolt on rims that utilized five {5}
fasteners (lug nuts) each, The left front whesl was damaged on the inner rim flange at the 10
o'clock position and the outer rim flange at the 6 to 7 o'clock posttion. The axie 3 right outer
wheel was damaged on the upper rim flange &t the 8 o'clock position. The eight (8) other
wheels were free of visible defects.

Qpinicn and Concluslon- - :

The ingpection of this vehicle revealed no pre-coliision mechanical defect{s) and/or condition{s)
that could have caused or contributed to the traffic collislon. Defects andfar conditions noted
were a result of the traffic collision.

PREPARER'S NAME aad 1.D. NUMBEK DATE

D. Jehning A10477 01/24/01

REYEWEFR § NAME DATE

R. Isham A&8526 1/24/01
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Ade2
Breke dium size ~ 18°by 7
BraKe chamber size 30
Stack adjuster pivot length left 6.00" right 5.50"
Slack adjuster type. manual
le 2 Left
Upper brake shoe friction material remaining 2507
Lower brake shoe friction material remaining 250"
Brake drum diamater not measurad.

Brake drum surfaces were smooth and free of visible defacts, —
Foundation brake was correctly assembled with no visible defects.

Axle 2 Right

Upper brake shoe friction matetial remaining 500"

Lower brake shoe friction material remaining 500"

Brake drum dlameter not measured.

Brake drum surfaces were smocth and free of visible defects.
Foundation brake was correctly assemblad with no visible defects.

Axle 3

Brake drum size 168" by 7

Brake chamber size 30

Slack adjuster pivat length left 5 right 5,50"

Slack adjuster type, manual

Axle 3 | eft

Upper brake shoe friction material remaining 3757

Lower brake shoe friction matarial remaining ' 375

Brake drum dizmeter not maasured.

Brake drum surfaces were smooth and frae of visible defects.
Foundation brake was correctly assemnbled with no visible defects.

Axle 3 Right

Upper brake shee friction materiaf remaining 500"

Lower brake shoe frictlon material remaining 5007

Brake drum diamster not measured.

Brake drum surfaces were smooth and free of visibla defects.
Faundation brake was correctly assembled with ro visible defects.

Mote #1: Braks fﬁcﬁan matanal was riveted to the front and roar brake shoes. Measuremenis of
friction material remeining were taken at the center of the brake shoes

PRBFARER S NAME and 1.0, NUMBER DATE AEVTEWER'S MAME

DATE
D. Jehning A10477 01/24/01 R. Isham AG526 1/24/01
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The yehicle was equipped with power-assisted steering systern. This system was comprised of a
steering wheel, steering column with shaft, power assistad stearing gear box, tie rod. tie rod
ends, power steering pump with remote meta! fluid reservoir, fiuid pressure hose and fivid return
hose. The power steering fluid reservolr was emply. The steering box was still attachad the
frame rail. The steering box input shaft was broken at the box. The drag link was detached from
the pitman arm. The tie rod was bent and both tie rod ends were intact. The hydraulic puUmp was
detached from the engine. -

Sugpension System

The front suspension was of the solid type axie, comprised of ieaf springs (10 metal feaves ),
front and rear shackles, frama mounted spring hangers and single shock absorbers. Both front

degress for the last 24”. The left side spring assembly had the front spring eve broken off. Tha
right side spring assembly had the rear Spring eye broken off. The left side “U” balt front nut was

Fnissing.
Axle 2 and 3

The rear suspenslon was a Hendrickson walking beam typs rear suspension, consisting of two
(2) drive axles, leaf springs {12 metal leaves}, front and rear shackles, frame mounted Spring
hargers The axle 3 left side £pring assembly had the 2 main leaves bent upward approximately
B0 degrees.

Tires .

The vehicle was equipped ten tires of different brands and load ranges in size 11R24.5 The
tires were manufactured with five (5} steel reinforcement plies in the construction of the tire tread
and one (1) steal reinforcemant ply in the construction of the tire sidewall. Remaining tread
depth, inflation pressures, brand, joad range, load ratings, and tire conditions were as follows:

Axle 1 |eft

Tread depth remaining 12/32%, 13/32", 13132"

Imflation pressure Flat (0 PSI).

Brand Remington

Load renge H _

Load ratings 7030 Lbs. at 110 PSI

Tire condition - Off both inner and guter beads

Axle 1 right '

Tread depth remaining B/32°, 61327, 6132, 3/32"
Inflation pressure 110 PSI

Brand Hercules

Load range H

Load ratings 7030 Lbs. At 100 PSI

Tire condition : Free of visible defects.
FAEPARER'S HAME amd LD, NUMBER CATE . REYIEWER'S MAME DATE

D. Jebning A]0477 01/24/0] R. Isham A6526 1/24/01
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‘Axte 2 Loft outer

Tread depth remaining
Inflation pressure
Brand

Load range

Lead ratings

Tire condition

Axle inner
Tread depth remaining
Inflation pressure
Brand- '

Load range

Load ratings

Tire condition

Al i inner

Tread depth remaining

inflation pressure
Brand

Load range
Load ratings

Tire condition

Axje 2 right outer
Tread depth remaining
Inflation sressure
Brand

Load range

Load ratings
Tire condition

ki
8/32°, 332", 3/32", 32"
82 PSI i
Brikigestone R293
G

6000 Lbas, At 105

Free of visibke defects. Refread with groove tread.

9/32°, 10/327, 10/32", 5/32"
100 PSI -
Bridgestone R250

G

8000 Lbs. At105

Free of visible defects. Retread with groove tread.

8/32%, 10/32", 10/32", 532"

80 PSI

Bridgestone R293

G

G000 Lbs. At105 PS|

Free of visible defects. Retraad with lug tread.

19132", 181327, 184327, 18/32"

94 P3|

Centennial C165

H

6170 Lbs. At 110 PSI

Free of visible defects. Retread with tug tread.

PREPARER'S NAME wmd 1.D. NUMBER

D. Yehning A10477

DATE REVIEWER™ NAME

01/24/G1 K. Isham A6326

DATE

- 124401
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THE ATTACHMENTS TO THIS
DOCUMENT HAVE BEEN REMOVED
TO PROTECT UNWARRANTED |
INVASION OF PERSONAL PRIVACY
PURSUANT TO EXEMPTION 6 OF
THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

- ACT (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6).




