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February 23, 2004
To whom it may concern:

Shortly after Christmas, 2003, I was returning home from work on & pleasant day in
which the road conditions were ideal—no ice or snow packed roadweys. I had stopped at
the intersection of Highways 4 and 18 south of Graettinger, Fowa, then headed east well
ahead of cars alse heading cast, As [ accelerated, the car suddenly lunged forward at a
rapidly increasing rate, [ shut off the cruise comtrel, pumped the brakes, and then rode the
brakes with bath feet, only to see the speedometer soaring to 95 miles an hour.
Fortunately, although I was meeting several cars, there wers no nearby cars ahead in the
lane I was traveling. At that point [ slipped the gearshift into neutral and the car began to
slow. 1 waited umtil it slowed to 40 mph and then slipped it back into pear smd the car
reacted normally. The following day my hushand deove the car to the Ford garage where
aitendants gave immediate attention, It was determined that the throtile cable was frayed.
We did not drive the car again urtil the cahle was replaced.

About two weeks lster, T tamed north off highways 4 and 18 heading to Grasttinger,
when once again the car took off. This time there was a loud engine noise thet had not
been heard with the first incident, ] was able to slow the car by putting it in peutral, but
after slowing to 40 mph, I slipped it back into gear only to have it “take-off again. I
catled my husband who came the 30 miles to take me to work and to ba there when the
tow truck came for the car. After extensive ¢valuation by garage mechanics, it was
determined that snow in the carburetor had triggered the runaway, [ discussed the
problem with a local highway patrolman because T know I will have to take the ditch and
crash the car in the event I am not able to stop it scenetime in the fiture.

The third event also happencd on a dry day when the car had not been through snow
drifts or wet roadways. I had turned onto the airport road south of Emmetsburg, and, once
maore, the car surged—-this time before I accelerated—but not as rapidly as it had the past
twa times. ] was able o contact my husband by cell phone rapid dial as [ shifted into
neuiral and was slowing on a road with no shoulders. He said to pump the foot feed,
which stopped the engine roar and allowed me to continue on my way to work at a
normal speed.

My greatest concerns are: a) having the problem happen on icy roads, b) when there
are people just ahead of me, or ¢) just not being able to stop the car.




