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erence No. 10059859

Shortly after returning from a 2,200 mile trip over 9 days, the “Setvice Bngine Soon™
light appeared on the instrument panel. [ had the trouble code pulled with & scan tool,
and the code was PO442 {Small leak in the evaporative firel system). Ad that poit, the
Eas cap was checked to ensure that it was closed properly, and the hoses leading to the
evaporative canigter were checked. Afier a few days, the light sppeared again, The SUV
was running normally, although 1 did notice gas fumes when I filled the tank, bui I didn’t
sce amy gas leaking.  After a subsequent fill-up, | happened to park the vehicle on an
incline with the driver"s side of the vehicle lower than the passenger’s. When returning
to the vehicle after approximately 10 minutes, I noticed gas leaking from the vehicle at an
estimated rate of a quart per § minutes. The gas appeared to be coming from the top of
the tank.

1 immediately called and scheduled an zppointment with the GMC dealer where 1
purchased the vehicle, Idelivered the vehicle to the dealer, and at that point, the mileage
on the vehicle was 54,435, The mechanic removed the tank and foumd that the fuel was
leaking around the cormector which houses the wires from the fuel pump and the fucl
level sensor. Baoth of the foel pump wires at the connector had insulation melied away,
and the beat had apparently melted the connector seal so that gas was leaking. Photos are
attached that show the connector that was leaking (4), and the bleck fuel pump wire (B)
with approximately an inch of bare wire exposed, and the gray fuel pump wire (C) with
approximately one-half inch of bare wire exposed The label on top of the fuel sender
unit is TDC with a bar code followed by 3104-15, 2370-5F, and 08:42. The unit was
replaced with a new part. 1 have attached a copy of the repair ittvoice.

1 see two serious safety hazards due to this failure:

1. A possible explosicn due to the bare wires in the tank. The wires from the foel
level sensor were touching the fuel pump wires, and there were some signs of the
insulation melting on those wires from the contact. 1 moved the wires so that the
photo would capture the two bare wirss.

2. A possible fire from fiel leaking from the full tank if on an incline, and sparks or |

heat fromn the exhaust gsystern coming in comtact with the fuel
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- ACT (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6).




