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Wary poor hraldog In snow

My 2001 330x| has proven that it operates very well in all conditlons except
when it snows. Now that the car is being driven.in its third winter, the car
continues to demonstrate Its unsafe braking system. My wife refuses to drive
the car in tha snow and will drive our Ford Expedition with no fear of not
belng able to know when the car will stop. A normal vehide. 1 have read
abowt some [ssues with ABS and it appears that tha 30td should have a
winter mode toggie to change Its oparating behavior In snow conditions just
like the DSC enablefdisable switch. & |ittle slower ABS operating spead would
allow some snow to wedge In front of the tires to aid In braking.

I have driven twa 2003 325x sedans with standand oem tires and these cars
stop llike most normal cars. The ABS does nogt work that hard. I have tested &
2002 Voivo awd as well as comparing stopping distances on Hew snow
covered roads and the 300xi comes o a completa stop at least twice the
distence »s all the other vehldes. [ am extremely fustratad.

The car has 43000 miles and is on its second set of low prafile com tires that
BMW says Is all season usage. Thase tires have 10k miles an them. BMW
daaier tells me that no snow tires are recommendad. The antl lock brakes
refuse to stop thelr insana chattering whether or not I just lightly press the
brake pad, panic stop or pump the brakes (with or without the car in
nautral). Just lightty pressing the brake pedal going down my driveway
{(downward pitch of about 5 feet over a 30 foot length) the car has tha
sensation of slideing untl Its about 2 feat from the "Dpen™ garage door.

I have Informed BMW of USA about this 1ssue and I arm bringing the car In for
fts second sarvice within a weeik. Have any of you fellow BMW owners
experiance this problem? Agaln, it only occurs while braking In snow covered
roads. 1 can accelerate and drive with no problems. Looking for answers 50 1
can work this issua.

Thanks,
Would appreciate any comments.

Raport this post to & modarator | IF: Logged

A CEEDS CRED SENES R S (RED
what kind of tires do you have? like make and made! of the all seasons.

hitp://www brmwboard.com/fonumm/showthread. php?s=& postid=48097 2/1/2004
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not all all season tires ara good In show, {aitho 1 would'va imagined that the
xi models would get better winter tractions boots over better summer pesT
ones..)

In your casa, the anti-lock brakes are going crazy to get traction, while your
tires may not be upto tha challkenge In the snow. sllpping amnl skidding to
actvate the anti-locks.

my theory on all wheel drive stll stands: it's good for starting off in saow,
but R doesn't do squat when [t comes to stopping. you'll need & good set of
winter boots (tres) for that, or competent all seasons w/ mis (Mud & Snow)
rating.

my car's taking a vacation for the winter.. | wigh | could... *sigh*

Raport this post o » moderater | IF: Loggad

OEM Twes recommandsd by BIMW S3d

The tires are Continental
ContiTouringContact CV35

BMW has recommendad thesa tires for all season use. Upon my guestioning
the dealer about snow tiras, they stated that it was not necessary. I had to
replace all the existing tires with the OEM tiras as they were totally wom atf
30k miles. Not too good. But since the car was under warrenty [ really had
no choica. It |s really up to BMW to confront any Hre issues as it is thel:
responslblity for any safety lssues. From an engineering point of view, they
are supposed to match tire and braking performance as It i3 an integrated
subsystamn of tha vehicle. Thats what thay are supposed to do.

Thanks for tha feadback.

Rapaort this post to = modarator | IP: Logged
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sorry to hear about your problem. But All-Season tires are NOT snow tires.
They will suffice to a cartain pelint, but will not grip well. You have AWD, so
it's a bit easier for the car ta drive and handle in the snow. But under braking
your car Is just using pure grip from the rubber. GEM all-seasans will fitl up
the grooves with snow and tum Into skis - hence you slide. ABS Is trying to
protect you (that's why rally cars never use ABS).

The dealer may have been mistaken you or the snow condions are severe In

your area ar the tires are worn, elther way If you want a safe drive In the
snow, buy a set of winter tres.

Good luck! @I

330Ci, 5sp, SP, Xenon, HK, CD.
Ga: RD Carbon Fiber Intake, RD Sway bars, RD front strut brace, Axxis
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