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Vehicle: Buick LeS
VIN: 1{:4HP52

I experienced a problem with my 96 Buick LeSabre on the avening of August 13, 2003. 1
had driven 15 miles home from work. Afber allowing the car to git for an hour in the
driveway, I started out again, ut only made it about 3 miles before the car failed and
stranded me by the side of the road  Symptams of failure were the engine just seemed to
cut out, forcing me to coast to a stop. 1returned to the car two hours later to see if it
would start and it did. By this time it was dark, go I drove carefully home, watching my
gauges, A mile down the road, the engine light camae on and suddenly all power ceased,
o motor, no lights, no power steering, nothing ...and I was coasting in the dark in traffic.
I was scared to death, but was able t¢0 maneuver the car to the side of the road, where it
remained until T conld get it towed the next day to my mechanic,

Initially, the mechanic identified the problem a= a bad battery that had fried the battery
cebles and I picked up my car the next day. However, 1 had the same type of car failure
with the car as I drove out of his lot, less than a mile down the road. Sq, I had the car
towed back for further inspection.

This time, after examining the problem, my mechanic told me that the intake manifold or
“plenum” had eracked amd aliowed radiator fluid io back up into the engine, causing the
engine o seize. This had apparently alzo been the canse of the electricel system high heat
that buimed the battery cables. The service I received included the jwork detailed on the
attached bills. The engine nseded to be totally cleaned out. Wires had burned and needed
Teplacement, and thes plenum iiself had to be replaced. And the thermostate and radiator
cap were 1eplaced Total cost of this repair, listed on two bills) was § 1298.52.
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