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Liick and Clack Talk Care: August 202

Dwar Tom and Ray:

My 1588 Chevrolet plckup seems to have a defect as far an the antiHock
brakes ga. Tha system aclivates an dry pavement at a slow, gradual siop 76
parcant of the tima. | knaw of four other pecple In the same fown who ara
experiencing the same problem, ontg of whom & a8 machanic. When tha
desalershipz heve been approached, they claim to have no information ebaut
thla. Also, | notice that just befare the compilete stap v madae, & feals like the
brakes aren't catching, and almost a releasing sensation Iy sxperienced. |
have taken 4 In 4o a highly nespected local mechanic for a thorough
Inapeaction, and ha s2il byt mechanically, the brakes ane fine and thera was
no raadout on the anti-lock-brake computer. He cleanad duat from the wheel
sancors. He sald another ‘98 hae since come in &nd is dolng the same thing,
and there geame to ba no remedy. Can you #ell me what the problam ia, i
thera have baen other complaints and if there are any new recalis? — John

Tom: Well, k2 not a complaint we've: heard before about Chevys with four-
wheeal ABS. And unfortunetely, Gensral Motors had nothing to offer us on
how to fix i, alther.

Ray: | have two guesses for you, John,

N guesszas. In 1988, the Chevy pickup
had faurwheel antidock rakas, but it
had dacs on the front wheels and
drums cn the rear wheeis, And drum
brakes are notoricusly grably.
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But keep in mind thet they are just that:
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Tem: You don't say where you ilve, John, but drum beakes get even grabbier
when they're exposed to molsture. 8o if you live near the ocean or in a
paricularly wet cimate, molsture could be c2using your rear brakes 1o grab,
which woulkd kick in the ABS.

Ray: i thia wem the case, the probilam would be worse after the truck sat for
a while, espaciafty overnight, and would get batter the longar you drove it

Tom: And gince all of the compieints you're reporting to ua are from your
own town, there could ba an environmantal factor, lie molsturs, ot work
hera.

Ray: Another posaibility s that one of your ABS sensors is bad, You say that
ana of the mechanics chacked for an ABS cods In the computer, but tha
computer doasn't always pick up on avery problem.

Tom: Here's how your mechanik: should check the sensors. With the car up
on tha 9, hook up an osciloscope to each seneor, cne gt a ime. Then apin
thut wheel. The slecironic eignal from the ABE sansor should show up a8 &
wava form on the osdllloacope. And K one of ths wave forms looke difforent
from the othar thres, thaf's your bad gansor.

Ray: i you continue ko have no luck, you should go ahead and file a
comgpiaint with tha National Highwey Traffic Safaty Administration, since this
sounde like a safaty issue to me.

Tom: Yau can da that from our Web sita, the Car Talk saction of
WhW.Cars.com, or byy phone ot (800} 424-83683, If NHTSA geta enough
compialnts about a single aafety lsaue, It can open an investigation, which
ok lead to & mcall. Good luck. John,

€ 2002 by Tom and Ray Maghozzl and WWIMHDWWWWW
 Inc.
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Y's amazing how many bad driving habits and wacko thecries heve been
pasaed down from generation to generation! Tom and Ray sot the macord
straight In their bookiet "Ten Ways You May Be Ruining Your Car Without
Even Knowing itt* To order, send $3 end a stamped (80 cents), sef-addressed,

httpicartalk.cars.com/Columns/Archive/2002/August/Od. himi 11/148/02
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