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March 26, 2003

. Re:

You recently contacted Pbrsche AG régarding airbeg naﬁ;damem and seatbelt
-failure on your Porsche during an accident in which you wsre involved on February
. 17,2003. | met with youand imspected your vehicle on February 21, 2003. We

- bave just recently received information back explalnlng the cudes stared in the

control unit for the airbags arld saatbqlh

Th¢=.l “mirbag signal acknnwladgad' fault #48 wWas- dua to the fact that the sirbag
control unit received crash information and recognized that the passenger side
seatbelt was not buckded. This does not prevent the airbag from deploying. The
POSIP {airbag) events hex codes indicated that the airbag cantrol unit recognized
a rear end collision and shut down the fuel pump, unlocked the doors (If they were
locked) and initiated the 4 way flashers. The frontal impact was insufficient ta
meet tha airbag deploymert threshold. Porsche AG further stated that the Airbag
Restraint System was functioning properly.

The Porsche- airbag system in your 911 is technically advanced compared to
satlleralrbag systems. Each cccupant's airbag operates independently and it has
sensors to detect whether safety belts are buckled for sach seating position. _
Morécver, it has two different deployment thresholds (impact severity or "crash .
pulse’ at which the airbag is designed to ﬂepioy} ona threshold if you are

‘. ~ unbeited and a higher one if you are wearing your safety beit. - The dual

deployment desngn ex|sts because an airbag deploymant is a necessarlly. vlolent
high-speed event that takes place in less than the blink of an eyé, and accardingly
should deploy only when necessary to prevent serious injuries. Low impact speed
airbag deployments need to be avoided when possible both because they are
unhajpful anﬁ because of the danger of i mjuryr frorn a rapidly deplu}'lng a:rbag
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PORSsC-HE

Regarding your concemn that you hit your head on the steering whesa! during the
collislon, pleasa understand that safety restraint systems are designed to
minimize bodily injury in the event of a crash. These systems do not guarantee no
injury will occur. The dealer service manager and | both inspected the drivar side
seatbelt and found it to be operating properly. A properly functioning seatbelt
canngt guarantee that, under all conditions, driver contact with the steerlng wheel
canh be pravanted. However, the fact that you did not require medical attention as
a result of the accident indicates that the seatbelt did restrain you sufficiently.

Therefore, it has been determined that the safety system was operating comectly
electronically and technically at the time of the caollision.

There is no indication that any safety systems on your Porsche failed to function
property during this pccident. Thank you for bringing your concerns to our
atterttion and giving us an opportunity to address them. Pleass contact ms at
(415 990-1040 with any questions you may have.

Cﬁ{ai)pecﬂunr. G~

-

Tom Hisar
District Service Manager

cc:  Dan McNamee, Service Manager, Sonnen Porsche
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3 NOTIFIGATION: On 02-17-03 st approximately 1619 hours | was advised by CHP diepetch of
4 traffic collision with an ambulance responding on 1-80 castbound sast of Powell |St. | neeponded
5 from I-B0 eastbound west of Powell St. and amived on scene st approximately 1621 hours. Al |
B timas, epeads, and measurements ana ap Measuramonts were inad by veh
7 odometer. All vehiclos were moved from their points of rest immediathly upon my arrival to

B expedite the flow of traffic.
8

10 SCENE DESCRIPTION: This coilision occumad In the easthound lanas of 1-80 in the city of
11 Berkslay In Alameda Courdy. 1-80 I8 an esetweasat designaiad, flat, sixaight,
12 Steme-meintsined freeway. Them are aix 12 foot wide lanes for aastbound
13 by raised white pavemsnt markera and brokan whilte finea. The north roadws
14 by a solid yellow adge ins. The sbuth oadway aiiga is delineatsd by|a solid adia lind.
15 traffic lenes ane hordarad on the south by & 5 foot wide asphalt shoulder. The lanes are
18 bordered on the north by a concrete center divide wall. The speed limit at this
17 There were no vision obstructions noted or clalmed, and the weather was cool dry at the tl
18 of.the colligion.
18

20 PARTIES: Driver #1 (D=1, Glass) was contacted at the scana sitiing insida V-1.| D-1 was
21 identified by his valld Californla Driver Licenss. -1 wae eetablished gs the driver of V-1 by
22 statements of the Involved partias, D-1"s location following the collislon, and D-1 Ialharaﬂstereh
23 owner of V-1, :

24
25 Vehide #1 (V-1, Chevy) was located In the #2 lane of eastbound |-80 facing in ah easterly

26 direction. V-1 sustalnad moderate damage to its frort end. No pdor mechanical defacts were
27 noted or claimed.
28

29 Drivar #2 (D-2, Ayran} was contacted at the scene silting inside V-2. [ mmrﬂ:
30 valid Califomnia Driver Licenss, D-2 was establishad as the driver of V2 by the of the
31 Involved parties and D-2's location folkwing the collision.

32

33 Vehide #2 (V-2, Honda) was located in the #2 lane of eastbound |1-8C facing in 2n eastedy

34 direction. V-2 sustained moderate damage to itz front and rear end. o prior mechanical defacts
35 were hoted or claimed.

-
37 Driver #3 (D-3, Sangster) was contacted at the scene sitting Inside V-3. D-3 idantified by her
38 valld Califomia Driver Licenza. D-3 was established as the driverof Vi3 by s of the

39 involved parties, D-3's location follkowing the collislon, and D-3 is the registarexd rof V-3,
40

41 Vehicle #3 (V-3, Poreche) was located in the #2 lana of aastbound 1-8@ facing in an eastarly

42 direction. V-3 susteined moderata damage to its rear end and minor damage m*taﬁnntand. No
43 prior mechanical defects were noted or claimed. ;
44

“HEPREDTY 0. WNGE—— TRTE REVIEWERS AR e
021712003




1 Driver #4 (D-4, Cho) was contacted at the scene sitting .
2 California Driver License. D-4 was gsiablishad as the driver of V-4
3 involved parties, D-4's location following tha colfiglon, and D-4 is the tegisters
4
5 Vehicle #4 (V-4, Volvo) was located in the #2 lane of eastbound 80 Taci
6 direction. V-4 sustalned moderate damage to its rear end and minor
7 prior machanical defects were noted or claimed.
]

11 involved parties and D-5's location following the collsion.

12

13 Vehicle #5 (V-5, Nissan) was located In the #2 lane of eastbound -8
14 diroction. V-5 ouotsined maoderste damuage o s front and rear erxd.

15 wers notad or claimed. '

16

17 Driver #8 (D-6, Sein) was contacted at the scene standing next to V-3. D-6 wa bylﬁ
18 valid Caidormia Ciriver License. D=6 was vstablished as the drver of (-G by the nts of

18 invohad partias and D-8's incation following tha collision.
20 ' '
21 Vahicla #8 {V-6, Honda) was located in the #2 lane of eastbound |-80]facing In 4n aastorly

22 divection. V-6 susteinad minor damage to lts rear end. No prior nical wearn nutoT

23 or claimed.
24

25 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE;
26

21 A, Damage to V-1's front end.

28 B, Damage to V-2's front end and rear end.
29 C, Damagae to V-3's front end and rear end.
30 DB, Danmmhv-d'sﬁ‘nntmd and rear end.
A mage to V-5s front end and rear end.
R2EF Danﬂgahv-ﬁ'smarend

33

E"'

34 STATEMENTS: D-1 was contacted on the Ashby Ave. off-ramp from eastbound i-80 just north

35 Shelimound Ave. 0-1 related ha was driving V-1 eastbound on |-80 Inthe #2 lanp at

a7 check I the #1 |ans was open in ondar to change lanes. D-1 then lookes and ohserved
38 that the traffic In the #2 lane was stopped. The #1 and #3 ianee werappen. D-1 appiied V-1'3
39 brakes. The front end of V-1 then struck the rear end of V-2, D-1 the V-3 mova

of
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1 observed V-3 change kanes from the #3 lane into the #2 lane ahead of V-2.
2 aseconds later D-2 observed V-3's brake lights come on and V-3 camp 1o a
3 lane. D=2 applied V-2's brakes. V-2 came to a stop appmoxdmately 2 feet bah
4 Approximately 2-3 seconds after stopping D-2 felt an Impact to tha rear of V-2,
5 and saw thet V-1 had rear-andad V-2, After the impact V-2 was pushed off the
& patrol vehicle to the Ashby Ave. axit.
T

11 then cbserved the traffic in iane #2 come to a stop. D-3 applied V-3'g brakes a
12 inthe #2 lane. V-3 was siopped approdmately 5-10 seconds. -3 jooked in
13 an obastved V-2 In the &2 lane approaching the rear of ¥-3. D-3 then obeserved
14 ThaTorce of the impatt aaused tha front and of V-3 to strike thia soar end
15 V-4 was giready sinppad before V-3 struck R. D-3 then observad the |f
16 rear end of V-2. V-2 was pushed forward and the front end of V-2 si
17 second #ime. Afler the impact D-3 moved V-3 off the freeway at the Ash
18 . :
19 D-4 was contacted on the Ashby Ave. off-ramp from easatbound 1-80 just narth of Shelimound
20 D-4 related he was driving V-4 eastbound on |-80 at epprocarnadely 403-50 MPH the flow of
21 traffic behind V-5. D-4 observed V-3 changea lanes from the #3 lane into the #2 {ane behind V-4.
22 -4 ihen obsarved V-5 coma 10 a sudden siop n the #2 lane. [-4 applled V-4'sibrakes. V-4
23 came b a stop In the #2 lane behind V-5. Approximately 10 saconds later D-4 feR an impact
24 the rear of V-4. The force of the impact pushed the front end of V-4 into tha rear end of V-5,
25 folt only a single Inpact. After the impact D-4 moved V-4 aff the freevay st the Ashby Ava.

20 iraffic behind V-6. -5 obsarved V-8's brake jfights come on and the taffic ah

30 coma to a stop. D-5 applied V-5's brakes. V-5 came to a stop in the #2 lane a a
31 behind V-6. 10-15 seconds after atopping D-5 felt an impact to the rebr of V5. The force of
32 impact pushed tha front end of V-5 into the rear end of V-8.
33
34 D-6 was contacted on tha Ashby Ave. off-ramp from eastbound |-80 jyst north of Shellmound A
35 D-8 rolated ha was driving V-6 eastbound on [-80 in the #2 1ane at approximataely 3540 MPH. -
36 D-8 observed the traffic ahead in the #2 lans comea to a stop. D-8 apgied V-6's prakes. V-8
37 came o a stop in the #2 lane B feet behind the stopped traffic sheed. | Appraxi 30 secon
a8 after stopping D-6 felt an impact to the rear end of V-6. D-6 exlited V-§ and that V-b had
39 rear-ended V-6. After the impact D-6 moved V-8 off the freeway at the Ashby Ave. exIt,
40 E
41 i
42
43
44
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OPIN SIONS:

1
2
3

SUMMARY: D-1 was driving V-1 aasthound an I-80 In the #2 lane at{35-40 MP
4 was driving V-2 sastbound on 1-80 in the #2 lane at 50 MPH ahead :
5 was driving V-3 eastbound on 80 In the #2 lane at 10-15 MPH ghea
& D-4 wag driving V-4 eastbound on I-80 In the #2 lane at 40-60 MPH ghesz
7 D-5 was driving V-5 eastbound on 80 n the #2 [ana at 35-40 MPH ahes
& D-6 was driving V-6 eastbound on B0 |n the #2 |ans at 3540 MPH ahe&
9 the traffic shead in the #2 lane come to a stop. D-B applied V-6's brakes
10 In the #2 lane. D-5 observed V-8's brake Hghts tum on and V-8 come

12 tum on and V-5 coma to a stop. D4 pplind V-#'s brakes and V-4 came
13 10 fest behind V-5. D-3 observed V-4'a brake ights tm on an V.d fome

16 unandv-snnmtunshp D-2 applied V-2's brakes. Tha-ﬁuntarﬂ
17 V-3, cauming the front end of V-3 {o strike the rear and of V-4, which cg

19 appmmutﬂlymemm D-1 observed that V-2 had come to a ¢ :
20 appled V-jshlakea V-1 continued forward and the front end of V-1 s

22 wehicles cama to reat in tha #2 lana facing In an aastardy direction.
23 The summary was established by the statements of the i
2g ) i )
25 AREA QF IMPACT: The first area of impact where the front end of V42 struck raarmdnfﬁa
26 was located 54 feat north of the south roadvway edge of eastbound -8 and 1 fout east of

27 east madway edge of the Powsll St. undercrossing.
28 The second area of impact where the front end of V-3 struck the rear end iof V-4 was
29 Incatad 54 faat north of the south roadway edge of eastbound {-80 and 1388 aastnfmaaazl

30 roadway edge of tha Powell St. undercrossing.
3 Thea third area of impact whera the front end of V-4 stnuck the and of V-5 was
32 54 feet north of the south madway adge of eastbound |-B0 and 1380 eaat of the sast
33 roadway edge of the Powell St undercroesing. | i
34 The fourth area of impact where the front end of V-5 struck the jear and U-Ewaslacat.éd
35 54 feet north of the south roadway edge of eastbound 80 and 1391 fhet sast ofithe aast i
38 madway edge of the Powell St ndartrossing. '
a7 The fifth area of Impact whewe e font end of V-1 struck the rear end of V-2 was located
338 54 feat notth of the south roadway adge of eastbound H80 and 1349 fpet east of the sast :
39 madway edge of the Powell S5t. undercroasing.
40 ‘The anea of impacts were determined by the statements of the inw i
41
42 CAUSE: D-2 causad this collislon by driving V-2 In violation of mVahidaGudaEadinng
|

tlas.

43 22350, unsafe speed for condiions. Due to V-2's speed, D—Enutlem V-2 prior fo |
44 striking the rear of V-3. Thefum&ufmalmpantmuaud‘u‘-ahsmm 2 Near of V-4, whir.:h

DATE




4 -2, The force of this impact caused V-2 to strike the rear of V-3 & ¢

& established by the statemants of the involved parbias.
G
7 RECOMMENDATIONS: None
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THE ATTACHMENTS TO THIS
'DOCUMENT HAVE BEEN REMOVED
TO PROTECT UNWARRANTED
INVASION OF PERSONAL PRIVACY
PURSUANT TO EXEMPTION 6 OF
THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

- ACT (FOIA), 5 U.5.C. 552(b)(6).





