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[ . NARRATIVE ]
My wifo, our 2-1/2 year old son, and myzelf were traveling south at 65 mph on I-5 jnst south

B of the Hwy. 152 junction. 1 was driving the track that was loaded with & Squire 5060 Lance T
- camper amd palling 2 small trailer that weighed about 300 Ibs. with 8 tongoe weight of apx. —
L 20 . I noticed that a vibration that slowly increased in intensity. 1 wondered what cansed —_

the vibration and thooght it was Just the rongh rosd surface. The vibmation Iasted abot 20
i secomds. Then it ocommed to me fhat the road probably would not canse such a high
frequency vibration so I decided to pell over to sce what the problem was, Just then a loud
3 thumpfwhack gound and the trock swerved severely to the right onto the (thankfillly) wide Gt —
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Nuarrative Description of Incldent({s), Fallura{s}, Emh{lg}, and Injury(las)

paved shoulder. The truck swerved back and forth a few times and 8 steady hand kept &
uprighf, [braked and siowed the truck to a stop on the shoulder. [ inspected the trock and
found the entire éread of the left rear tire detached from the carcass and wrapped completely
arcund fhe axke. The carcass did not appear 1 lose a significant amount of air, and I did hear
8 low hiszing sound like & small leak. I pat my hand on the tire and it wes just » bit wanmer
than mry hand as was the right rear tire. I fished the tire tread out from arcand the axde, put it
mito the small trailer we were towing, and drove very slowly about & %4 mile 1o a service
station where we changed the tire 2 completed our trip. We brought hoth the tire and tread
to our home where it is now located,

TREAD SEPARATION: FIRESTONE STEELTEX A/T, size 265/ T5R16

DATA
mmmmmm,mzﬁmmlﬁ,mmE
Date of tread separation: Angust 26, 2002 _ )

=~ T BOT Nutihes VRWE-TAT 2506 "(6he mimber DAIPRISG - YT
All 5 tires on the vehicle have the samwe DOT namber,
Tire miles: 27,327 at time of tread separation e - e
Tire pressore; 80 psi.
Tire laad: 3,130 Ib,
Exgess tire capacity: 235,
¥ehicle VIN: IFTSX31FOYEE31963
Air temperwture at time of tread separation: 100° F
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DISCUSSION ]
Tjumhﬂﬁ&u(imludingm}mﬁ:ﬂﬂedmmpdmmmubem&
trip. Tread separation occumed 450 miles later. Remainimg 4 tires had 82 psi on return home
at 7 pm. on 8/26/02,

Tive load: On 8728402 the axle weighed 6,180 Ibs. with the same load less driver and % tmk
of water, 80 to calowlaie weight of rear axle add:
Driver 200 Ib.
15 gallons of water 120 [b,

Totsal 320 1b. Assume %, or 160 1b. on each axle
So, 160 1b. plus trailer tongne wt, of 20 Ib. = Totel additional axle koad of 180 1b.
So, 180 + 6,180 = 6,360 Ib. axle load, 50 tire Joad = 3,180 1b.
Load Range E tire capacity is 3,415 Ib. (at 80 psi) less load of 3,180 1. = 235 Ib.
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