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Engineering and Des=ign Department
Bulck Moctor Company
Pr.0. Box 436008

Pontlac, MI 48343

Re:Defect {Life-endangsring)
Dear Sir:

Driving my 1995 Bufick Century station wagon, VIN
FIGAAGS5M686402949, on FPriday, August 9. 2002, the acceleration
jammed at 60 mphl I am fortunate to be alive.

A screw had vibrated looss under the hood and fallen into the
throttle positim sensor linkage, blocking it in the open {50mph
plus) position. I enclose pictures to help you idantify the parts
beacause my words may not be the correct technical terms.

The c¢ar was gaining in speed, even though my foot was off the
gas and on the brake, and I was golng up a ateep hill. Having
traffic all around me, T had only seconds to declide what to do.

I reared back and put all my bodily powar into braking mo I could
turn at the firet cormer and get cut of heavy traffic. Alas..the
corner did not lead down a quiet country road {as I had hoped) but
directly into ancther intersection with two houses in front of me.
I had to do pomathing fast, so I shifted quickly into PAREK and,
with the engins screaming, it DID come to a atopl

The tow truck driver thought the cruiss control had atuck,
but aftar disengaging the cruise and restarting the engine, it
gtarted at fyl]l throttle. He locked further end said,"There's a
looge acrew lodged here.” (at the throttle position sensor
linkage.) EHe remcwved it with pliers and all was back to normal
{except my heart.} He observed an empty screw hole, atill shiny,
from whare the screw had vibrated loosa. (See attached photo.)
He said that becauss ] had shiftad so fast from a high rate of
rpm’s, the transmission had skipped cver all the gears (or
something like that)and had not damaged the transmission .

Frop 2 dasign point of view, this place where the sBcrew
lodged should be surrounded by a screen, or somathing, +to make
sure that this can MEVER heppen. I could have killed many people,
heing totally incapable of controlling the speed of the car. You
must consider thet 1f thia happened once, it c¢ould happen again,
with horrible consequences.
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- ACT (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6).



