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SILVER SPRINGS NAVADA

May 7, 2002

US. Department of Transportation
Nanional Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Ofhce of Defects Investigation NSA-10.01
400 7 Brreet, SW
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Sir or Madam:

Cin 25 OCT. 2001, ¥ was driving notth on higheay I-5 abeam Bakersficld Ca. Iwas
towing 2 35" 12,600 Ib. 5% Whesl at a little less than, 55 MPH. 1.5 is a 4 lane inter atate
bighway, Hive mileg scuth of the Loe Banoz turnoff the teaffic slowed to 35 to 40 MPH and
the right lane was closed off, due to construction. I was mamntaining sufficient stopping
distance between myself and the car in front of me vnder normat breaking conditions. 1 was
watching for the break lights of the car in front of me to come on, when they Jid I started
my breaking sequence. 1 had electric brakee on both axles of the fifth wheel, hydeanlic
brakes on my track with ABS on the rear duels, No ABS oa the front wheels. With all this
going for me | should have been able to stop in a very short distance, however when 1
applied the breaks I failed to slow down. I quickly Geared down, manually applied the
electric brakes with the lever on the control head on the dash, and applied addirional
pressure to the foot brake, with the following results. The control head of the eleciic trailer
brakes malfunction. No electri: trailer brakea. The increased pressure on the foot break
Jocked up the frout whee! braken leaving me skidding on my two front tires with loss of
coatrol over steering. When the front wheels locked the rear duel ABS failed to function and
I skidded into the car in front at around two w three MPH.

I believe this acoident could have been avoided if ABS was installed on both
the rear wheels and the front wheels of this truck. The mematch Iost me the braking power
of my rear duel tires, In additon, [ would have been able to stop even with the loss of my
trailer brakes, However, if the trailer brake contro] head had aot malfunctioned they woulk]
have given me sufficient braking power to stop. ‘The control head made by Tekonsha model
2030 Mark, 12 failed or malfenctioned contdbuted to the accident. 1t has since been neplaced
with 2 new one. [ could not change the mismarch in the braking system, however I did add a
compression brake (JAKE) to my engine to 2id i braking:

Chrysler was asked to examine the braking gystern on my truck. They did so but ¥
never received a report on what they found. They did say that the cost of installing ABS on
the front brakes of my truck would be prohibitive.




